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Amacg

Istanbul Kent Universitesi Siyasal, Sosyal ve Stratejik Arastirmalar
Dergisi (KENTUSAMDER), cesitli alanlarda akademik ve bilimsel
caligmalar1 yayinlayarak bilgi birikimini artirmak ve akademik
cevreler ile kamuoyu arasinda bir koprii olusturmak maksadiyla
kurulmus uluslararasi nitelikte hakemli, akademik bir e-dergidir.
Derginin temel amaci, siyaset bilimi, kamu yonetimi, uluslararasi
iliskiler, uluslararasi ticaret, ekonomi, finans, uluslararasi hukuk,
deniz hukuku, insan haklari, sosyoloji, enerji, jeopolitik, jeostratejik,
jeoekonomik bilim alaninda aragtirmalar yapmak; periyodik
yaymlar gergeklestirmek ve bdylece bilgi paylasimini tesvik
etmektir. Bu maksatla belirtilen alanlardaki konularin tartigildigi,
onemli tespit ve tahlillerin yapildig1 ve bunlarin akademik disiplin
cercevesinde ortaya konuldugu Ozgiin yazilarin yayimlanmasi
amagclanmistir.

Istanbul Kent Universitesi Siyasal, Sosyal ve Stratejik Arastirmalar
Dergisi ayrica:



e Yeni teorik yaklasimlar ve metodolojik yenilikler sunmayz,

e (Giincel, 0zgin ve orijinal konular iizerine yapilan
arastirmalar desteklemeyi,

e Akademik tartigmalara ve elestirel diislinceye katkida
bulunmayn,

e Bilimsel arastirma sonuglarin1 daha genis bir kitleyle
paylasarak toplumsal fayda saglamay1 amaglar.

Bu hedefler dogrultusunda, dergi, 6zgiin arastirma makaleleri,
inceleme  yazilari, kitap degerlendirmeleri ve elestirel
degerlendirmeler gibi gesitli tiirde akademik eserleri kabul eder ve
yayimlar.

Kapsam

Istanbul Kent Universitesi Siyasal, Sosyal ve Stratejik Arastirmalar
Dergisi, genis bir akademik kapsami olan disiplinler arasi bir
dergidir. Kapsami agagidaki baslica alanlar igerir:

Siyaset Bilimi: Siyasal teoriler, siyasal sistemler, hiikiimet ve
politika analizi, se¢im ¢aligsmalari, kamu politikasi, yerel yonetimler,
siyasal partiler ve hareketler.

Uluslararas: 1liskiler: Uluslararas: iliskiler teorileri, dis politika
analizi, uluslararasi giivenlik, diplomasi, kiiresel yonetisim, bolgesel
calismalar, uluslararasi kuruluslar, uluslararas1 hukuk, deniz hukuku,
insan haklari.

Sosyoloji: Toplum yapis1 ve degisimi, toplumsal esitsizlikler, sosyal
hareketler, kiiltiirel ¢aligmalar, sosyal politika, kent sosyolojisi,
egitim sosyolojisi, aile ve toplumsal cinsiyet ¢alismalari.

Stratejik Arastirmalar: Askeri strateji, savunma politikalari,
uluslararas1 gilivenlik ¢aligmalari, terorizm ve radikalizm, savas ve
barig calismalari, kriz yonetimi, enerji, jeopolitik, jeostratejik
istihbarat ve giivenlik stratejileri.



Ekonomi ve Kalkinma Caligmalari: Kalkinma teorileri, ekonomik
politikalar, siirdiiriilebilir kalkinma, kiiresel ekonomi, finans,
ekonomik krizler ve reformlar, sosyal ve ekonomik kalkinma
stratejileri yaninda Uluslararasi Ticaret ve Lojistik caligmalari

Kiiltiirel ve Ideolojik Caligmalar: Kiiltiirel analizler, ideoloji
caligmalari, medya ve iletisim c¢alismalari, kimlik ve kiiltiir
politikalari, popiiler kiiltiir, etnik ve dini ¢aligmalar.

Dergi, bu disiplinler arasindaki kesisim noktalarina da odaklanarak,
disiplinler aras1 ¢alismalar tesvik eder. Ayrica hem teorik hem de
ampirik arastirmalara yer vererek genis bir yelpazede bilimsel
katkilar sunmay1 amaglar.

Yazim Kurallan

1. Sayfanin boyutlar1 17,5 cm genisliginde ve 25 cm
yiiksekliginde ayarlanmalidir. Calismanin tiimiinlin kenar
bosluklar1 sol taraftan 3,25 cm, sag taraftan 2,75 cm, {ist
taraftan 3,5 cm ve alt taraftan 2,5 cm olmalidir. Ustii bilgi
icinse 1,5 cm, alt bilgi i¢in 2 cm bosluk birakilmis olmalidir.

2. Calismada 150 sozciigii gecmeyecek sekilde; Tiirkge
makaleler igin Tiirkce ve Ingilizce, Ingilizce makaleler icin
Ingilizce ve Tiirkce, Almanca makaleler i¢in Almanca ve
Tiirkge 6z ve anahtar kelimeler yazilmalidir. Ozde ¢alismanin
kapsami, amaci, yontemi ve sonuglarindan bahsedilmelidir.

3. Calismanin yazi tipi “Times New Roman” olmalidir. Yazi
format1 ise degisik boliimler i¢in asagida ifade edildigi gibi
olmalidir.

4. Ana metinde paragraflar 12 punto biyiikliiglinde olmali,
hizalama iki yana yasli olmalidir. Paragraflardan 6nce ve sonra
6 nk bosluk birakilmali ve satir araligi tek olacak sekilde
yazilmalidir.  Sayfalara numara verilmemelidir. Metin
icerindeki maddelemeler arasinda 2 nk bosluk olmalidir.



10.

11.

Oz, anahtar kelimeler ve kaynakga 10 punto ve 1 satir aralig1
formatinda yazilmalidir. Ana metin ise 1, 15 satir araliginda
yazilmalidir.

Ana bagsliklar1 12 punto koyu, sadece ilk harfleri biiylik olarak
sola yasl sekilde yazilmalidir. Alt basliklar ise sadece ilk harfi
bliyiik olarak sola yasli yazilmalidir. Ana bagliklardan 6nce ise
12 nk, alt bagliklardan 6nce 6 nk bosluk verilmeleridir.
Calismanin sonug¢ ve bulgular1 “Sonu¢” bagligi altinda yer
almali ve bu boliim bir sayfay1 gegmemelidir.

Tablo, Sekil, Grafik ve Resimler: Sekil ve tablo bagliklar1 12
punto ve sadece ilk harfleri biiyiik olarak ve ortalanarak, tablo
ve sekillerin lizerine yazilmalidir. Her birine koyu olarak sira
numarasi (Tablo 1:, Tablo 2: ve Sekil 1:, Sekil 2: vs.) verilmeli
ve kaynak bildirimleri ile bibliyografik bilgiler de tablo ve
sekillerin altinda eksiksiz sekilde 10 punto olarak yer almalidir.
Tablo, sekil vs. i¢indeki metin 811 punto aralifinda olmalidur.
Metinde yer alacak matematiksel denklemlere sira numarasi
verilmeli, sira numaralar1 parantez igerisinde sayfanin sagina
yasli olarak yazilmalidir. Ayrica, baskida diizeltme
yapilabilmesi i¢in resim disinda higbir 6ge resim formatinda
verilmemelidir. Ayrica, tablo-sekil ve grafikler siyah beyaz
basilacagi g6z oniinde bulundurularak diizenlenmelidir.
Atiflar APA 7 yontemi kullanilarak yapilmalidir. Agiklama
notlar1 sayfa altinda dipnot seklinde 10 punto olacak sekilde
verilmelidir. Metin icerisinde atiflar yazar (lar)in soyadi,
kaynagin yili ve sayfa numarasi seklinde yapilmalidir. Yazar
ad1 yoksa kurum adi yazar yerine kullanilmalidir. Ornek;
(Vural, 2003:5), (Kose ve Kasim, 2001:15), (Giines vd.,
2000:10-12), (DPT, 2004:32), (Walter vd., 1998: 25). Ya da
Smith’ e (1998:15) gore, March ve Olsen’ a (1989: 26)

Ayni parantez icerisinde birden ¢ok gonderme yapilmasi: Ayni
parantez igerisinde yapilan ¢oklu gondermeler ilk yazarin
soyadina gore alfabetik sirada olmali ve noktali virgiil ile
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ayrilmalidir. Ornek: (Akbulut ve Dogan, 2013: 33; Sencan,
2003: 99; Tonta, 2010: 25).

Kaynakc¢ada baslik ve kaynaklar 12 punto olmalidir. Baghk
koyu ve sola hizali olmalidir. Kaynak¢ada kullanilan
caligmalar yazarin soyadina gore alfabetik olarak siralanmig
olmahdir. Cok yazarli ¢alismalarin atiflarinda “vd.” olarak
verilen yazarlarin timii kaynaklar kisminda yer almali ve
kaynaklar arasi1 bogluk paragraf arasinda oldugu gibi 6 nk
olmalidir. Aym1 yazarin birden ¢ok calismasmna atifta
bulunuldugunda, yayin tarihi en eski olandan baslanmalidir.
Ayni yazarin ayni tarihli birden fazla g¢alismasina atifta
bulunuldugunda ise metin i¢i atiflar ve kaynaklar a, b, c...
harfleri kullanilarak numaralandirilmalidir. Ornek; 2003’a,
2003b, 2003c¢ gibi. Bir yazarin tek ve birden fazla yazarl
caligmasina atifta bulunulmasi1 durumunda, 6nce tek yazarh
caligmalar belirtilmelidir.

Kaynaklarda ve metin igerisinde yer alan Tiirk¢e eserler icin
asagidaki Orneklerde goriildiigii gibi Tiirkce kisaltmalar
(6rnegin, "vd.”, “Icinde", "Cev.", "Ed." gibi) kullanilmalidr.

Etik ilkeler ve Yayin Politikasi

1.

Istanbul Kent Universitesi Siyasal, Sosyal ve Stratejik
Aragtirmalar Dergisi, ama¢ boliimiinde belirtilen alanlarda
bilimsel ve 6zgiin ¢alismalar1 yayinlar.

Dergi; Ocak ve Haziran olmak iizere yilda iki kez
yayimlanan hakemli bir dergidir.

Istanbul Kent Universitesi Siyasal, Sosyal ve Stratejik
Arastirmalar Dergisi’nin yazim dili Tiirkce, Ingilizce,
Fransizca ve Almancadir. Dergide yayimlanan makalelerin
gerek bilimsel olarak uygunlugu gerekse dil olarak
dogrulugunun sorumlulugu yazarlara aittir.

Istanbul Kent Universitesi Siyasal, Sosyal ve Stratejik
Aragtirmalar Dergisi yayin kurulu, ulusal ve uluslararasi
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hakemlerin degerlendirmeleri sonucunda makalelerin kabul
edilip edilmeyecegi konusunda yetkilidir.

Dergide yayilanmak iizere gonderilen yazilarin, daha 6nce
baska bir yayin organinda yayinlanmamis olmasi veya yayin
icin degerlendirme asamasinda bulunmamasi gerekmektedir.
Makalelerin tiim sorumlulugu yazar (lar)ina aittir, yazilarda
ifade edilen goriisler yazar (lar)in kendi goriisleri olup
dergiyi baglamaz.

Hakem degerlendirmesi sonucunda makale yayima kabul
edilirse, yazinin tiim yayim haklarinin siiresiz olarak istanbul
Kent Universitesi Siyasal, Sosyal ve Stratejik Arastirmalar
Dergisi ait oldugu yazarlar tarafindan kabul edilmis sayilir.
Bunun i¢in tek yazarl ¢alismalarda yazarin kendisinin, ¢ok
yazarli calismalarda her yazarin onaymi goOsteren telif
haklar1 sdzlesmesinin ¢alismanin makaleye yiliklenmesi
sirasinda ayrica yiiklenmesi gerekmektedir.

Yayinlanmasi1 uygun bulunan makalelerin telif hakki
yazarlara aittir. Yazarlara telif iicreti ddenmez.

Dergiye gonderilen ¢alismalar kor hakemlik sistemi ile
degerlendirildigi i¢in yayinlana kadar dosya bicimindeyken
yazar bilgilerini igermemelidir. Bu sebeple calismalar 2
kopya bir isimli, bir isimsiz olacak sekilde gonderilmeleri
gerekmektedir.

Makaleler APA referans sistemine (APA 7.0) gore
diizenlenmelidir ve 6zler, dipnotlar ve referanslar dahil, beg
ila on iki bin sézclik arasinda olmalidir.

Benzerlik iist oran1 derginin yayin kurulu tarafindan % 20
olarak belirlenmistir. Benzerlik tespit programindaki
filtreleme secenekleri su sekilde ayarlanir: -Kaynakga harig
(Bibliography excluded) -Alintilar hari¢ (Quotes excluded) -
5 kelimeden daha az ortliisme iceren metin kisimlar1 harig
(Limit match size to 5 words) -Program mentisiinde bulunan
diger filtreleme segenekleri raporlamaya dahil edilmez.
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Prof. Dr. M. Necmettin ATSU
Istanbul Kent Universitesi Rektorii

Iktisat, isletme, maliye, siyaset bilimi, yonetim bilimi, kamu
yonetimi, uluslararas1 ticaret, uluslararasi iligkiler, uluslararasi
kurumlar, uluslararas1 hukuk, uluslararasi gilivenlik, strateji,
jepolitik, jeostrateji ve uluslararasi go¢ alanlarma katki saglamak
amactyla kurdugumuz istanbul Kent Universitesi Siyasal, Sosyal ve
Stratejik Arastirmalar Dergisi’nin ilk sayisin1 yaymlamaktayiz.

Dergimiz, Tiirkiye’de ve  diinyada alanindaki  saygin
akademisyenlerden olusturdugumuz danigsma ve hakem kurullari ile,
yapilan 0zgiin c¢aligmalarin  diinya kamuoyuna zamaninda
ulagtirilabilmesini hedeflemektedir. Uluslararas1 bir dergi olarak
diinya standartlarinin yakalanmasit Onceligimizdir. Ulusal ve
uluslararas1 dlgekte sorunlara ¢oziim sunabilmek amaciyla iiretilen
bilginin, dergimiz aracilif1 ile yayilarak akademik diinyada fark
edilip kullanilmasi, o6zellikle atif almada yiikksek oranlarin
yakalanmas1 hedefimiz yalnizca dergimizin degil ayni zamanda
Istanbul Kent Universitesi’nin de akademik alandaki basarisinin ve
yetkinliginin kanit1 olacaktir.

Bu misyonu yiiklenen dergimiz senede iki kez okuyucularina Tiirkce
ve Ingilizce olarak ulagtirilacaktir.
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Prof. Dr. Hasret Comak
Istanbul Kent Universitesi Fakiiltesi Dekani-Bas Editor
Ik sayimizin heyecan1 ve mutluluguyla herkese merhaba...

Dergimiz Istanbul Kent Universitesi Iktisadi, Idari ve Sosyal
Bilimler Fakiiltesi 6gretim elemanlar1 tarafindan hazirlanmaktadir.
Derginin bir taraftan fakiilte 6gretim elemanlarinin potansiyeliyle
diger taraftan da alandan dergiye destek verecek bilim insanlarinin
katkilariyla yasayacagma inanmaktayiz. Enerji Politikalari, Insan
Haklari, jeopolitik, Kamu Diplomasisi, Kiiresellesme, Miilteci
Calismalar1, Toklumsal Hareketler, Tiirk Dig Politikasi, Uluslararasi
Gog, Tiirk Diinyas1 Caligmalari, Uluslararas1 Giivenlik, Uluslararasi
Hukuk, Uluslararasi Kurumlar, Uluslarars1 Siyaset, Terdrizm ve
Uyusmazliklarin Coziimii alanlarindaki tartismalara kendine 6zgi
bir bakis acisi elistirmeyi amacglayan dergimiz, var olan yaklasimlara
yeni yorum getirecek Ozglin caligmalara yer verecektir. Kendi
irettiklerimizi tartismaya sunarken, bilim insanlarinin bu dergiyi bir
tartisma platformu haline getirmesini de arzulamaktayiz.

Her y1l subat ve temmuz aylarinda internet ortaminda ¢ikaracagimiz
dergimize gelen yazilar hakem siizgecinden gecirilerek
yaymlanacaktir. Dergimizde, sosyal bilimlerin biitiin alanlarinda
yapilan nicel, nitel arastirma sonuclarina, deneysel analizlere ve
teorik c¢aligmalara, herhangi bir Tlcret talep edilmeden yer
verilecektir.

Bu sayida yer alan birinci makale Prof. Dr. Fiisun Tiirkmen’in
“Tiirk-Amerikan Iliskileri konusundaki akademik birikimi ile ikinci
defa secilen ve Beyaz Saray’a giren Donald T. Trump’un Amerikan
i¢c ve dis politikasinda devrim niteliginde degisikliklerine yonelik
degerlendirmesini  icermektedir. Diinya diizeninin  yeniden
sekillenmekte oldugu ortamda, Prof. Tiirkmen kampanya sdylemine
ve projelerine gerekse bunlarin ilk kanitlar1 olarak imzaladigi
kararnamelere dayanan verilerin nitel yorumundan tiimevarim
yontemiyle ikinci Trump doneminin ne derecede bir degisim veya
devamlilig1 yansittig1 sorusuna cevap aramaktadir.
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Ikinci makalede ise Dr. Ogr. Uyesi Gokhan Ak, belge, icerik ve
sOylem analizi tekniklerini kullanarak Avrupa Birligi’ne (AB)
katilim stirecinde Tiirk Dis Politikasini ve on yillardir siiren Kibris
sorununa iligkin parametrelerini ve etkilerini analiz etmektedir.

Ucgiincii makalede, Dr. Ogr. Uyesi Sina Kisacik ve Dr. Ogr. Uyesi
Ering Bayri, bugiin ABD Yo6netimi tarafindan zoraki bir ateskes ve
barisin dikte edildigi Rusya Federasyonu-Ukrayna arasinda baglayan
gerilimin savag ortamina doniigmesi ile her iki iilkenin ve hatta
kiiresel piyasalarda tedarik zincirinin ne yonde etkiledigi
incelemektedir. Rusya Federasyonu-Ukrayna savasinin basta
finansal, enerji piyasalarina ve ¢esitli ekonomik gostergelere etkileri
nitel aragtirma yontemi ve betimsel tasvir metodu c¢ergevesinde
analiz edilerek degerlendirilmektedir.

Dordiincii makalede Prof. Dr. Yasar Onay, 2025 ve sonras1 donemde
Tiirkiye’nin giivenlik politikalarmin olast egiliminin analizinin
yaptig1 calismasinda Tiirkiye'nin stratejik hedefleri ve bu hedeflerin
giivenlik politikalari lizerindeki etkileri ele alinmakta, 6zellikle Orta
Dogu, Dogu Akdeniz, Karadeniz ve Avrupa'daki bolgesel ve kiiresel
giic dinamiklerinin 6nemi degerlendirmektedir.

Besinci makalede Prof. Dr. Ozan Ormeci Romanya’da 2024 yili
sonlarinda diizenlenen Cumhurbaskanligi ve parlamento segimleri
sonrasi yaganan siyasi kriz baglaminda Rumen siyasal sistemi ve
2024 yili icerisinde diizenlenen se¢imleri analiz etmektedir.

Altinc1 makalede, Do¢. Dr. Dogan Safak Polat, Tirkiye ile
Azerbaycan arasinda dogrudan kara baglantis1 saglayarak bolgesel
jeopolitik dengeleri 6nemli Slgiide degistirme potansiyeline sahip
stratejik  Zengezur Koridoru projesi’nin Tiirkiye-Azerbaycan
iliskileri baglaminda stratejik ve ekonomik 6nemini ele almaktadir.
Oncelikle, koridorun Tiirkiye ile Azerbaycan arasindaki ikili
iligkileri giiglendirme ve Tiirk Diinyasi’nin entegrasyonunu tesvik
etme potansiyeli incelemektedir.

Dergimizin ilk sayisinda yer alan calisma ise Doktorant Emekli
Komodor Salim Al-Qassmi, Umman Deniz Kuvvetlerindeki tecriibe
ve bilgi birikimini, Kizildeniz’in kiiresel ticaret ve deniz
giivenligindeki Onemini konu alan Anoushiravan Ehteshami ve
Emma C. Murphy’nin “The International Politics of the Red Sea”
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kitabin ayrintili incelemesine yansitmaktadir. KENTUSAM ile ortak
caligmalarda bulunan Al-Qassmi’nin bu incelemesi bugiin tekrar
sicak bir kriz haline gelen Kizildeniz ve Otesindeki gelismelerin
dogru ve zamanl olarak anlasilmasi i¢in bir degerlendirme
sunmaktadir.

Sizleri son derece 0Ozgiin, orijinal ve giincel bilimsel eserlerinizi
dergimize gdondermenizi bekliyor ve davet ediyoruz.

Ustiin basarilar dilerim

Saygilarimla,
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Trump II: ABD’de
Yeni Bir Donem Mi,
Koklere Doniis Mii?

K E N —l— Fiisun Tiirkmen®
USAM

ISTANBUL KENT UNIVERSITESI
A

ULUSI ARARASI STRATEIIK ARASTIRMALAR UYGUILAMA VT ARASTIRMA M
INTERNATIONAL STRATEGIC RESEARCH AND APPLICATION CEN

Ozet

ABD’nin 47. Bagkani olarak ikinci kez iktidara gelen Donald J. Trump’m
Amerikan i¢ ve dig politikasinda devrim niteliginde degisiklikler yapmak niyetiyle
Beyaz Saray’a girdigi ilk giinden itibaren bu niyet, somut olarak uygulamaya
konmaya baglamistir. Gerek kampanya sdylemine ve projelerine gerekse bunlarin
ilk kanitlar1 olarak imzaladig1 kararnamelere dayanan verilerin nitel yorumundan
tiimevarim ydntemiyle cevabini arayacagimiz soru ise, ikinci Trump déneminin
ne derecede bir degisim veya devamlilig1 yansittigidir. ABD icin bu bir dénemin
sonu mudur, yoksa koklere doniis miidiir? Bu baglamda, ileriki sayfalarda secim
zaferinin yani sira Trump’m ideolojisi ve i¢ politika projesi ile, bir yandan
izolasyonist ve Jackson’cu dig politika vizyonu ile transaksyonalizmi birlestiren,
obiir yandan giderek neo-emperyalist mesajlar igeren dis politika programi ve ilk
eylemleri incelenmektedir. Sonugta ise, iilkenin sira digt kurulug Oykiisiine
dayanan Amerikan istisnacilifinin (American exceptionalism) ikinci Trump
donemiyle ne derecede oOrtiistiigli ve ne yone evrilebilecegi tespit edilmeye
calisilacaktir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Trump, muhafazakarlik, ideoloji, izolasyonizm, Amerikan
istisnacilig1.

2 Emeritus Professor, Department of International Relations, Galatasaray
University
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Trump II: A New Era in the USA or a Return to the Roots?
Abstract

Since the very day of his inauguration as the 47th -and former 45th- President of
the United States, Donald J. Trump started to put into practice his intention of
revolutionizing both the domestic and foreign policy of the USA. By interpreting
the philosophical/political significance of his campaign rhetoric, declared projects,
and the first concrete actions of his administration through a deductive
methodology, this essay will attempt to answer the following research question: is
Trump II a new era for the United States or is it a return to the origins? Within
this context, we review the analysis of his electoral victory, his ideology and
domestic policy project, as well as his foreign policy vision that seems, on the one
hand, to combine Jacksonianism with transactionalism, and on the other, to launch
a neo-imperialist project. The conclusion will explore the extent to which all this
reflects American exceptionalism and what could be the end result.

Keywords: Trump, conservatism, ideology, isolationism, American
exceptionalism.
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Giris

“Amerika’min altin ¢agr simdi basliyor!”

“Su andan itibaren Amerika nin ¢ékiisti sona ermistir!”
“20 Ocak 2025 Amerika’nin Kurtulus Giinii 'diir!

Bu sozler, 45. ABD Bagkani1 Donald J. Trump’in, 47. ABD Baskani
olarak tekrar goreve bagladigi giinkii konusmasinin girisinde
sarfettigi climlelerdir (Trump, 2025)

“Aswr1 zenginlik, gii¢, ve niifuzu elinde birlestiren bir oligarsi tiim
demokrasimizi, temel hak ve ozgiirliiklerimizi tehdit etmektedir!”

“Kontrolsiiz gii¢ sahibi bazi mihraklar, kendi ¢ikar ve iktidarlar:
adina iklim krizine karsi atmis oldugumuz tiim adimlari yok etmek
istemektedir!”

“Amerikalilar, giiciin kotiiye kullaniimasi amacuyla iiretilen bir
valan ve yanlis bilgi ¢ig1 altinda ezilmek tizeredir!”

Bu sozler de, 46. ABD Baskani Joe Biden’in 15 Ocak 2025 tarihinde
yapmis oldugu ulusa veda konugmasinda kullanmis oldugu
ifadelerdir (Biden, 2025).

Bagkan Biden’in uyarilari, aslinda se¢im kampanyasindan bu yana
Amerika’nin Demokrat kesiminde ve tiim diinyada ikinci Trump
yoOnetimi etrafinda olusan endiseleri 6zetlemektedir. Nitekim Trump,
20 Ocak giinii ettigi baskanlik yemininin hemen ardindan bir seri
cumhurbagkanli§1 kararnamesine imza atarak, verdigi kampanya
sozlerinin biliyiikk kismini yerine getirmeye baslamistir. Bunlarin
basinda, Bagkan Biden’in imzalamis oldugu 78 kararnamenin geri
cekilmesi ve bu suretle yashlar icin regeteli ilaglardaki fiyat
indirimine son verilmesi, ayrimcilikla miicadele programlarinin
sonlandirilmasi, isgal altindaki Filistin topraklarinda Yahudi
yerlesimcilerin siddet uygulamasina karsi konulan yaptirimlarin
kaldirilmas1 gelmektedir. Ayrica, 6 Ocak 2021 tarihinde Biden’in
se¢ilmesini protesto amaciyla Kongre binasina saldiran ve bugiin
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Anayasal diizeni yikmaya tesebbiisten hapiste olan 1.500 Trump
taraftarinin affi; ABD’nin giiney sinirinda acil durum ilan edilmesi,
iltica basvurularinin durdurulmasi, suclulardan baslamak tizere sinir
dis1 islemlerinin baslatilmasi ve 1798 tarihli Yabanci Diismanlar
Yasasi cercevesinde yabanci uyusturucu cetelerinin terdr listesine
almmasi; ABD topraginda doganlara 150 yildir verilen otomatik
vatandaslik hakkinin kaldirilmasi; idam cezasina 2021°den beri
uygulanan moratoryumun kaldirilarak infazlara devam edilmesi; dis
yardim programlarinin 90 giin siireyle askiya almarak gdézden
gecirilmesi; enerji konusunda acil durum ilan edilerek ¢evre koruma
amach tiim sondaj kisitlamalarinin kaldirilmasi ve yasaklanmis
sondaj caligmalarinin baslatilmasi; Yeni Yesil Mutabakatin
kaldirilmasi, Paris Iklim Antlasmasi’ndan cikilmasi, elektrik araba
iiretimi zorunluluguna son verilmesi; Meksika ve Kanada’ya %25
giimriik vergisi konmas1; Diinya Saghk Orgiiti'nden cikilmasi;
icerige bakilmaksizin sosyal medyada tam ifade 6zgiirliigline izin
verilmesi; 1rk ve cinsiyet ayrimint 6nleyen yasa ve uygulamalarin
kaldirilmas1 ve ABD’de bundan bdyle kadin ve erkek olmak tizere
sadece iki cinsiyetin resmen kabul edilmesi; Meksika Korfezi’nin
adinin Amerika Korfezi olarak degistirilmesi, gibi kimi sosyal, kimi
ekonomik, kimiyse sembolik igerikli bir kararlar dizisi yepyeni bir
donemin habercisidir. Nitekim bunlar1 takip eden giinlerde yeni
kararlar alinmig, diinyanin en biiylik yardim orgiiti olan ABD
Uluslararas1 Kalkinma Ajanst (USAID) ve ABD Egitim
Bakanlig1’nin ortadan kaldirilma ihtimali; BM Filistin Miiltecilerine
Yardim Orgiitii'ne (UNRWA) tiim Amerikan yardiminin kesilmesi;
ABD’nin BM Insan Haklar1 Konsey’inden cekilmesi, ve Gazze’den
2 milyon Filistinli’nin siirtilerek buranin Amerikan kontroliine
gecmesi gibi bomba etkisi yapan kararlar Bagkan Trump tarafindan
bizzat agiklanmistir. Bundan sonra ABD’yi ve dolayisiyla diinyay1
neyin beklemekte oldugu, ongoriilemezligi taktik edinmis bir liderin
yonetiminde biiyiik Olgiide mechuldiir. Bununla birlikte, kisaca
secilme nedenlerinden yola ¢ikilarak ve gerek i¢ politika, gerekse dis
politika konusundaki program ve ifadelerine dayanilarak belli
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Olgiide bazi tahminlerde bulunulabilir. Bu verilere dayali bir
yontemle cevabini arayacagimiz soru ise, ikinci Trump déneminin
ne derecede bir degisim veya devamlilig1 yansittigidir. ABD i¢in bu
bir donemin sonu mudur, yoksa koklere doniis miidiir? Bu baglamda,
ileriki sayfalarda se¢im zaferinin yani sira Trump’in ideolojisi ve i¢
politika projesi ile, bir yandan izolasyonist ve Jackson’cu dis politika
vizyonu ile transaksyonalizmi birlestiren ve obiir yandan giderek
neo-emperyalist mesajlar iceren dig politika  programi
incelenmektedir. Sonugta ise, lilkenin sira dis1 kurulus Oykiisiine
dayanan Amerikan istisnaciliginin (American exceptionalism) ikinci
Trump doénemiyle ne yone evrildigi tespit edilmeye calisilacaktir.

Bir zaferin anatomisi

Her siyasi olgunun birden fazla nedeni vardir. 5 Kasim 2024’te
gerceklesen ABD Bagkanlik secimleri de bu anlamda bir istisna
olmadig1 gibi, muhtelif nedenlere dayanmaktadir. Bu nedenlere
egildigimizde ve her kampin zaferinin bir dlgiide karsi kampin
yenilgisine dayandigin1 diisiindiglimiizde, her seyden once bir
donemlik Biden yOnetimini yenilgiye gotiiren nedenleri anlamaya
calismak gerekir. ilk bakista, Baskan Joe Biden’m yasa bagh ve
giderek hizlanan zihinsel ve bedensel ¢okiisiiniin goriiniir hale
gelmesi, lizerinde olusan g¢ekilme baskilarinin artmasi ve bunlara
once direnip ancak seg¢imlere 107 giin kala baskanlik yarisindan
cekilmesi ve aday gosterdigi Baskan Yardimcisi Kamala Harris’in
apar topar kampanyaya girmesinin Demokrat Parti cephesinde
yaratmis oldugu kargasaya isaret edilebilir. Bagkan Yardimecisi
Harris’in  gegmis Senatdrlik ve Kaliforniya Bagsavciligi
gorevlerindeki basarili deneyimi, hitap yetenegi ve kisisel karizmasi
yeterli olmamis, ekonomi ve dis politika konularinda fazla genel
sOylemi, kimlik politikalarin1 6ne ¢ikarmasi ve Cumhuriyetgilerin
ilimh kanadina fazla yaklagmasi umulan sonuglar1 getirmedigi gibi,
giderek 1rk¢1 ve muhafazakar goriislerin yiikselise gegtigi Amerikan
toplumunda hem bir kadin aday, hem de Afro-Amerikan ve Hint
kokenli bir gogmen cocugu olmasinin bir dezavantaj teskil etmis
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oldugu da sdylenebilir. Ama asil nedenlerin daha derin ve
konjonktiirel oldugu agiktir.

Konjonktiir terimi ayni zamanda “Zamanin Ruhu” nu yansitir.
Bunun baglangicinda ise, 11 Eyliil 2001 terdr saldirilartyla baslayan
ve ISID orgiitiinlin vahsetine kadar uzanan olaylarin 6nce dogrudan
masum ABD vatandaslarini hedef almis olmasi, ve Islamofobi,
irkcilik ve ice kapanma diirtiilerini uyandirmis olmasi yatmaktadir
ki, son 20-25 yila giderek damga vuran bu kutuplasma, radikal
koktendinci terdriin sporadik olarak Avrupa’ya da yayilmasiyla
giinlimiizde tiim Bat1 toplumlarini esir almis goriinmektedir. Bu
olguya  kiiresellesmenin ekonomik yan etkilerinin altindan
kalkamamuis, bir tiirlii refah ve demokrasiye kavusamamis, kimisi
isyanlar ve i¢ savaglarla kavrulan Kiiresel Giiney iilkelerinden
Akdeniz yoluyla Bat1 Avrupa’ya ve Meksika yoluyla ABD’ye akin
eden milyonlarca insandan olusan kayit dis1 go¢ olgusunu da
ekledigimizde, karsimiza tepki olarak Donald J. Trump’in basini
cektigi ve lilkeyi her tiirlii tehdide kars1 korumay1 vaat eden otoriter,
muhafazakar ve popiilist liderlerin profili ¢ikmaktadir.

ABD 6zelinde, kampanyasin1 “Otekilestirme” kavraminin etrafinda
sekillendiren Trump, “i¢ diisman” olarak nitelendirdigi ve sadece
Demokratlar1 degil ama onlarin ekseninde toplumdaki tiim
liberalleri, siyasi elitleri, irksal ve dinsel azinliklari, escinsel ve
translari, woke (irksal ve smifsal esitlik¢ilik) kiiltiirii yanlhilarim
terorist ve kacak gdcmenlerle ayni kefeye koyan bir sdylem
benimsemis ve emsali bugiine dek goriilmemis bir kutuplastirma
stratejisi uygulayarak, secimde basarili olmustur. Hatta o denli
basarili olmustur ki, geleneksel olarak Demokrat Parti’ye oy veren
Latin Amerika ve Afro kokenli Amerikalilarin bir kismi da
kendilerini tehdit altinda hissederek Cumhuriyet¢ilere oy verdikleri
gibi, Trump’1n kiirtaj karsit1 tutumuna ragmen biiyiik 6l¢iide Harris’1i
destekleyen kadinlarin yasca daha ileri ve muhafazakar olanlar1 da
onun lehinde oy kullanmistir. Bu noktada se¢im taktigini had sathaya
tastyan Trump, muhafazakar -ve ¢cogunu ilk déoneminde kendisinin
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atamis oldugu- Yiiksek Mahkeme (Supreme Court) yargiclarinin
2022°de anayasal kiirtaj Ozgilirliiglini  kaldiran  kararimin
uygulanmasinin eyaletlere birakilmasini kabul etmis ve boylelikle
potansiyel oy kaybini azaltma yoluna gitmistir.

Tiim bunlarin 6tesinde, bugiin Demokrat Parti’nin kidemli
kampanya danigmanlarindan James Carville’in de altin1 ¢izdigi gibi
Trump’in zaferinin temel nedeni “her zaman her yerde olmus,
oldugu, ve olacagi gibi ekonomidir” (Carville, 2025). ABD
ekonomisinin hala bugiin diinyanin en gii¢lii ekonomisi konumunu
isgal etmesine, enflasyonun sadece 2.7%’den 2.9%’a yani 0.2%
yiikselmis olmasina, istthdam rakamlarinin Biden ddneminin
ekonomik-sosyal politikalar1 neticesinde rekor seviyeye ulagsmis ve
issizlik oraninin 4 % seviyesinde kalmasina ragmen, orta ve orta-alt
sinif Amerikan halki 6zellikle pandemi sonrasi kirsal alana hiicum
neticesinde yiikselen konut fiyat ve kiralar1 ile tedarik zinciri
sorunlarindan etkilenen gida fiyatlarina ve bilhassa gozlerinde
zenginligi simgeleyen Trump’in ekonomiyi diizeltecegi algisina
odaklanmistir. Bu algi, Trump’in en zengin kesim ve sirketler
lehinde vergi indirimi projesi, halk sagligina destek olan Uygun
Tedavi Yasasi’nda (Affordable Care Act) yapmayi planladigi
kesintiler ve ¢alisan kesimin sigorta primlerini yiikseltme planlari ile
yaslilara regeteli ilaglarda fiyat simirlamasimni kaldirma gibi
kararlarinin 6niine gegmistir. Carville’e gore toplumlar1 yasatan veya
oldiiren ekonominin kendisi kadar, iizerlerinde yaratilan ekonomi
algisidur.

Bu temel Ogelerin yani sira, geleneksel is ¢evrelerinin yani sira
patronlar1 yoluyla dijital iletisim ve kiiresel sosyal medya aglarinin
biliyiikk destegi kiiglimsenmeyecek bir rol oynamistir. Bunlarin
basinda kampanyaya en az $100 milyon katkida bulunan ve
simdiden Trump’in sag kolu haline gelen X’in patronu Elon Musk
ile, sahibi oldugu META’da bilgi dogruluk kontrolii (fact-checking)
programini — biiyiik olasilikla Bagkan’in gergek otesi beyanlarini
kolaylagtirma amaciyla- kaldiran Marc Zuckerberg, ve Amazon’un
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yant sira bu se¢cimde resmen tarafsiz kalarak geleneksel Demokrat
Parti destekeiligini terk eden bir zamanlarin liberal gazetesi iinli
Washington Post un sahibi Jeft Bezos gelmektedir.

Trump’in dogal se¢cmen kitlesini olusturan genelde az egitimli
orta/orta-alt smifin goéziinde smirli etkilerine ragmen, bazi
muhafazakar kose yazarlari ve entelektiieller de secim
kampanyasina katkida bulunmuslardir.

Sonug, tahmin edilenin 6tesinde kesin bir zafere doniismiis ve 45.
ABD Baskan1 Donald J. Trump, rakibi Demokrat Baskan Yardimcist
Kamala Harris’i 2.475.676 halk oyu farki ve Seciciler Meclisi’nin
(Electoral College) 226’ya kars1 312 Biiyiikk Se¢ici oyunu alarak
yenmis ve bir donemlik aradan sonra 47. ABD Baskani olmustur.
(Tirkmen, 2025).

“fdeoloji” olarak Trumpizm

Bilimsel anlamda bir ideoloji veya doktrin sayilmamakla birlikte,
Amerikan politikasinin tarihsel koklerinden esinlenen bir siyasi
hareket ve kisilige tapinma (personality cult) karigimi olarak goriilen
Trumpizm, 2016 se¢cim kampanyasindan beri Amerikan siyasal
yasamima damgasini vurmustur. Bilesenleri arasinda Beyaz
Hiristiyan milliyetciligi, sag popiilizm, sag anti-globalizm, siyasi
izolasyonizm, ekonomik korumacilik, vergi ve yabanci/gé¢men
karsithgi, otoriterligin mesrulastirilmasi — ve dolayisiyla Bagkanin
hukukun iistiinde oldugu inanci yer almaktadir. ilk kez 1990l
yillarda Cumhuriyet¢i Parti’nin ileri gelen isimlerinden Pat
Buchanan’in baskanlik yarisinda kullandigi ve o zamanlar kabul
gormeyen ve Donald Trump tarafindan tekrar lanse edilen America
First (Her seyden 6nce Amerika) slogani, ilk kez 1920’11 yillarda Ku
Klux Clan orgiitii tarafindan kullanilmistir. Bilindigi gibi bu orgiit,
Amerikan I¢ Savasindan sonra 1865 yilinda Tennessee eyaletinde
kurulan ve siyahilerin edindikleri haklara kars1 miicadele eden beyaz
istiinliik¢ii bir gizli orgiittiir.
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Sosyolog Michael Kimmel’e gore Trumpizm her seyden once bir
duygu, bir heyecandir (Kimmel, 2017,xi). Ve bu duyguyu besleyen
temel 6ge kin ve hingtir. Tiim popiilist hareketlerde oldugu gibi
geleneksel siyasi elitlere kars1t kigkirtilan bu kin, giincel sekliyle
ABD’de yabanci gogmenleri, woke (irksal ve sinifsal esitlik¢ilik)
kiiltirinlin  temsilcilerini, kiireselcileri, liberalleri, azinliklari,
escinsel ve trans bireyleri kapsayan sistematik bir “Otekilestirme”
hareketine donlismiistir.

Bu sekliyle, mesru bigimde 1rk¢1 ve mezhepgi Eski Sagin diger adi
olan  paleo-muhafazakarligi  (paleoconservatism)  cagristiran
Trumpizm, Beyaz Hiristiyan milliyetcilik sdylemi ve sembolleriyle
iktidara gelmeyi basarmistir. Temelde din sdylemini kullanarak
erkek egemen, ve siyahiler ile melez kokenli gd¢menlere
karsithgiyla Amerikan demokrasisinin ¢ogulcu temel degerlerine
aykirt bu hareket, Beyaz Hiristiyan bir Amerika yaratmak
pesindedir. Ideolojik k&kenleri Amerika’yr kuran Piiriten
Protestanlara dayanan bugiinkii Evanjelist Hiristiyan se¢menlerin
8/10 gibi bir oraninin nitekim se¢imlerde Trump’a oy vermis
olmasinin ana nedeni, rakip aday Kamala Harris’in hem kadin, hem
siyahl, hem de melez kokenli bir gé¢men g¢ocugu olmasi, ve
Trump’in Tanri’nin “se¢ilmis kulu” olarak Amerika’y1 kurtaracagi
inancidir. Hiristiyan milliyet¢iligi uzmani tarih¢i Kristin Kobes du
Mez’e gore Onlimiizdeki dort yil boyunca bu hareket
kurumsallasacak, egitim sistemini degistirecek, geleneksel aile
kavramin kutsayarak toplumsal cinsiyet 6zgiirliigiinii yok edecek ve
ulusu “gergek Amerikalilar” ile “diger Amerikalilar” olarak ikiye
bolecektir. Beyaz ve Hiristiyan olmayanlarin toplumda yeri olsa bile,
sesi duyulmayacaktir (Blake, 2025).

Beyaz Hiristiyan milliyetciligin - bir bileseni de Hiristiyan
Siyonizmi’dir. 19. yiizy1lin ortasinda Ingiltere ve Kuzey Amerika’da
ortaya ¢ikmig ve 1970’11 yillardan itibaren diinyaya yayilmis olan bu
diisiinceye gore Israil devletinin iizerine bulundugu topraklar,
Tanr’nin  bahsettigi ve Incil’de sozii gecen “vadedilmis
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topraklar”dir. Bu da Israil’e kayitsiz sartsiz destegi dini ve milli bir
gorev haline getirmektedir. Beyaz Hiristiyan milliyetgiligi Trump
doneminde Amerika’nin i¢ siyaset sahnesinde ne kadar etkinse,
Hiristiyan Siyonizmi de dig politikada -dolayisiyla ABD’nin
Israil/Ortadogu politikasinda- bir o kadar etkindir (Chelini-Pont ve
Tessier, 2025). Nitekim birinci bagkanlik doneminde Golan
tepelerinin iggalini mesru kabul eden ve ABD Biiyiikel¢iligini
Israil’in bagkenti saydig1 Kudiis’e tastyan Trump, ikinci déneminin
basinda Filistin ve Filistinlilerin mevcut olmadigini iddia eden asir
muhafazakar eski Arkansas valisi Mike Huckabee’yi Israil’e
biiytikel¢i atamistir

Genel olarak Trumpizm, Soguk Savas’in bitimiyle o donemdeki ana
varlik nedeni olan komiinizmle miicadele misyonunu kaybeden
Cumbhuriyetci Parti’ye yeni bir misyon olarak empoze olmus ve
Trump bazi direnislere ragmen eninde sonunda partiye ideolojik
olarak tamamen hakim hale gelmistir.

“Trumpizm’in kurumsallastiriimas1” ve 2025 Projesi

[k dénem baskanliga hazirliksiz ve acemi sekilde giren Donald J.
Trump, bu sefer i¢ politikadan dis politikaya ve atamalara kadar her
ayrintinin inceden inceye hazirlanmis oldugu, kilit noktalara
gilivenilen ve sadik isimlerin getirildigi ve goriildigi lizere ilk
glinden itibaren Oncelikli politikalarin kararnameler yoluyla
uygulamaya sokuldugu yeni bir donem baslatmistir. Uzun zamandir
ekibiyle lizerinde ¢alistig1 siyasi ve ekonomik programin temel 6gesi
ise, muhafazakar diisiince kurulusu Heritage Foundation tarafindan
hazirlanmis olan ve kurulusun baskani Kevin Roberts tarafindan
“Trumpizm’in kurumsallastirilmas1” olarak nitelendirilen 2025
Projesi, 900 sayfalik ve 30 boliimden olusan bir yol haritasidir (The
Heritage Foundation, 2023). Donald Trump, her ne kadar kampanya
sirasinda bu projeyi sahiplenmemis, hatta ne oldugunu dahi
bilmedigini sdylemis olsa da, 100 kadar muhafazakar kurulustan 400
uzmanin iki yilda yazdigr ve $22 milyona mal olan projede
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kendisinin 150 kadar eski danigmani gérev almistir. Nitekim raporun
kilit isimlerinden Russell Vought kisa siire 6nce YOnetim ve Biitce
Ofisinin (Office of Management and Budget) basina getirilmistir.

2025 Projesi dort temel amag belirlemistir:

Aileyi Amerikan toplumunun merkezine yerlestirmek;
Devlet biirokrasisinin idari yapisini dagitarak Amerikan
halkina egemenligini iade etmek;

Yabanci tehditlere karst ulusun egemenligini, sinirlarini ve
zenginliklerini korumak;

Tanr’nin litfu olan kisisel ozglrliikklere gore yasamayi
saglamak.

Bu gergevede,

“liniter ylriitme teorisi” adi altinda federal devletin tiim
bagimsiz kurumlariin dogrudan siyasi kontrole baglanmasi
ki bu, birinci Trump doneminden kalan ve Biden’in
ylriirliikten kaldirdig1 bir yoOnergenin (4Annex F) tekrar
uygulamaya konmasini igermektedir;

saglik ve aile yasaminn “Incil’in gereklerine gore”
diizenlenmesi;

yasa dis1 gdgmenlerin toplu halde sinir dis1 edilmesi;

birey ve bilhassa kurumlar diizeyinde vergi kesintileri, buna
kargin glimriik vergilerinin artirilmast;

egitim programlarinin  “zararli siyasi yonelimlerden”
armdirilmasi;

saglik, sosyal sigorta ve yardim programlarinda kesintiler
yapilmast;

sanayinin gelismesi i¢in iklim ve cevre ile ilgili kurallarda
gevseme yapilmasi planlanmaktadir (Tiirkmen: 2025).

Nitekim Trump, iktidarmin ilk gilininden itibaren bu dogrultuda
adimlar atmaya baglamig, devlet biirokrasisinde gorevli ve
“Cesitlilik, Hakkaniyet ve Kapsayicilik” (DEI- Diversity, Equity,
and Inclusion) programina dahil olarak — yani 1rk ve cinsiyet esitligi
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ilkeleri ¢ergevesinde-ise alinmig 1.000 memurun soézlesmesi askiya
alinmis; acil durum bolgesi ilan edilen Meksika sinirina 4.000 asker
sevk edilmis ve iltica basvuru mekanizmasi1 durdurulmus; Paris
Iklim Anlasmasi’ndan bir kez daha c¢ikilmistir. Lakin, Amerikan
siyasal sisteminin yerlesik dengeleme-denetleme (checks and
balances) mekanizmalar1 bu ve buna benzer adimlarin ne derece
kabul gérecegi konusunda soru isaretleri olusturmaktadir. Ornegin,
Trump’in  bir kararnameyle Amerikan topraginda doganlara
otomatik vatandaslik verilme uygulamasini -ki 150 y1ldir mevcuttur-
kaldirmas: karsisinda buna muhalefet eden bir¢ok eyalet ve sivil
toplum Orgiitii daha simdiden dava siireci baglatmistir. Ayni sekilde
tartismal1 bir karar, 28 Ocak tarihinde federal hiikiimetin tiim yardim
ve kredi programlarinin “gozden gecirilmek amaciyla” aniden bloke
edilmesidir ki, sayilar1 2.600’1 gegen ve 3 trilyon dolar degerindeki
bu programlar, tabii afet kurbanlarindan yoksul 6grencilere yemek
yardimina, sigortasiz kesimlere bazi hayati saglik programlarindan
evsiz savas gazilerine destege ve dis yardima kadar kapsamaktadir.
Bunlar “vergi miikelleflerinin parasini heba eden Marksist projeler”
olarak nitelendiren — ve Russell Vought Kongre onay1 alana kadar
Biit¢e ve Yonetim Ofisi Baskan vekili gorevini tistlenen Matthew
Vaeth olayin ideolojik boyutunu boylelikle agiga vurmustur (Smolar,
2025). Yalniz bu konuda Trump ydnetimi ciddi bir anayasal engele
takilmig goriinmektedir, ¢linkli bilitce ve harcamalar konusunda
yetkili kurum sadece Kongre’dir ve tiim bu programlar Kongre
onaymi almistir. Goriildiigii kadariyla buradaki mantik, konunun
Yiiksek Mahkeme’ye intikal edecegi ve Mahkemede Trump’in
atamis oldugu muhafazakar yargic cogunlugunun bu kesintileri
destekleyecegi yoniindedir- nitekim bir federal yargic bu kararin
yuriirliige girmesine 17 saat kala uygulamayir durdurma karari
cikartmistir. Lakin is bununla da kalmamis ve simdiden Senatorlere
bu yardimlardan faydalanan sosyal yardim kuruluslari, hastaneler,
uyusturucu ile miicadele merkezleri, goniillii yardim dernekleri vs.
tarafindan gelen panik mesajlart ve protestolar, 24 saat ic¢inde
“askiya almanin askiya alinmasina” neden olmustur. Kamuoyunun
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cok giiclii, erkler ayriminin da ¢ok kesin ve dokunulmaz oldugu bu
sistemde, Trump yOnetiminin politikalar1 karsisinda yasama ve yargi
diizeylerinde daha ileride ne gibi siiregler yasanacagi su anda
mechuldiir. Bundan sonra olasi anayasal krizlerin baskanlik yetkileri
konusunda genis capli bir tartismaya kadar gitmesi ihtimalinden
daha simdiden s6z edilmektedir. Nitekim Proje, yaymlandig1 andan
itibaren “Beyaz istiinliik¢liliige” (White supremacism) dayali ve
otokrasi tehlikesi barindiran bir belge olarak elestirilmeye baslanmis
ve bilhassa Anayasa hukukculart tarafindan hukukun istiinligi,
erkler ayrimi, devletle din islerinin ayrilmas1 ve kisisel 6zgiirliikler
alanlarinda bir tehdit olarak nitelendirilmistir.

Dis politika nereye?

2025 Projesi dis politika konusunda bu kadar ayrintiya girmemekle
beraber, bu alanda da “America First” gizgisinde ve her seyden 6nce
Amerika’nin ¢ikarlarina endeksli ve icabinda uluslararasi hukuk ile
uluslararas1 kurumlar1 hige sayan iinilateralist bir dig politika
yoniinde tavsiyelerde bulunmaktadir. Buna Trump’in uzun
zamandan beri sergiledigi soylem eklendiginde, ortaya genel
hatlariyla izolasyonist, Jackson’cu ve neo-merkantilist bir politika
cikmaktadir. Bilindigi gibi izolasyonizm, Amerika’nin kurulusundan
bu yana Eski Diinya’ya uzak cografi konumu ve dogal kaynaklarinin
zenginligine dayanan bir “kendi kendine yetebilme” psikolojisi
yaratmis ve ABD’nin ilk Bagkani George Washington, gdrevinin
sona erdigi 1796 tarihinde yaptigi ulusa veda konusmasinda,
iilkesinin izole konumunun bir avantaj oldugunu ve bu durumdan
faydalanilmasi1 gerektigini, dolayistyla Eski Diinya -yani Avrupa-
devletlerinin gii¢ ve iktidar miicadelelerine bulagsmamasini, onlarla
sadece ekonomik c¢ikar iliskileri yiiriitmesini salik vermistir.
Boylelikle cografi izolasyon, siyasi izolasyonizme doniismiis ve o
glin bugiindiir bu diirtli, ABD’nin katilmis oldugu her tiirli
uluslararasi catismadan sonra bas gosteren ice kapanma donemlerine
yol agmustir. Trump’inki tam anlamiyla bir izolasyonizmden ¢ok,
“artik sagma sapan savaslara son” mantigiyla hareket eden askeri bir
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izolasyonizm gibi goriinmekte ve simdilik goriindiigii kadariyla
miidahaleciligi daha ziyade ekonomik yaptirim ve siyasi baskilar
yoluyla uygulayacagi yoniindedir. Buna karsin Jackson’cu gelenege
sik1 sikiya bagl goriinmekte, ve ABD’nin yedinci Bagkan1 Andrew
Jackson’dan esinlenen milliyetci, popiilist, liberteryen, ve -sadece
dogrudan cikarlar tehlikede oldugu zaman- militarizme bagvuran
diisiince ekoliinde yer almaktadir. Bu ekol, dis politikada demokrasi
ve insan haklarma Oncelik veren Wilson’cu, Amerikan devrimi
ideallerine dayali ve dig miidahale karsit1 Jefferson’cu, ve dig diinya
ile ticarete oOncelik veren Hamilton’cu dis politika ekollerine
nispeten en tutucu diislince tarzini temsil etmektedir (Mead:2002,
88-90). Trump’mn ekonomik vizyonu, diinya ekonomisinin yeni
gereklerine siirekli ayak uydurmus olan Hamilton’culugun en eski
versiyonuna, yani maliye ve para politikalarinda korumaciliga
dayanmakta ve bu 0Ozelligiyle neo-merkantilist bir yaklagimi
yansitmaktadir.

Bu cercevede gecen baskanlik doneminden bu yana ve segim
kampanyasi boyunca 6ne ¢ikan temalar, adeta seytanlastirilan Cin ile
ticari rekabet ve NATO baglaminda miittefiklere verilen giivenlik
desteginin mali yonden karsiligimin almmadigr yoniinde olmus,
Trump ABD’nin miittefiklerini, istlerine diisen sorumlulugu
karsilamadiklar1 takdirde — yani NATO harcamalarina GSMH nin
2% sini hasretmek ki bunu yakin zamanda %5’e ¢ikarmistir- onlari
diismanin eline terk etme tehdidi savuran ilk baskan aday1 olarak
tarihe gegmistir. Bunun 6n gdstergesi olarak da, basindan beri
Ukrayna’y1 Rusya’nin emellerine feda etme egilimini ve gectigimiz
giinlerde toplanan Miinih Giivenlik Konferansi’nda ABD Bagkan
Yardimcist J.D. Vance’in Avrupa’ya adeta meydan okuyan
konugmasini sayabiliriz.

Secimin hemen 6ncesi ve sonrasinda ise Trump bir sok stratejisi
uygulayarak, Kanada, Gronland ve Panama’ya yonelik yayilmacilik
hedeflerini dile getirmistir. Fransiz jeopolitik uzmani Cyrille Bret’e
gore burada asil amaci, miittefikler lizerinde sok etkisi yaratarak her
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istedigini elde edebilme politikasidir. Bret, bu politikanin
bilesenlerini ise “transaksiyonel izolasyonizm ve revizyonist
emperyalizm” karisimi olarak nitelendirmektedir (Bret, 2025). Bu
da, Amerikan emperyalizminin dogum tarihi olarak kabul edilen
1823 Monroe doktrinini ve bunun tamamlayicist olan 1904
Rooosevelt Eki’ni (Roosevelt Corollary) hatirlamamiza vesile
olmaktadir. Bunlardan birincisine gore, Bati yarimkiire ABD’nin
niifuz alani olup, ikincisine gore bu cergevede ulusal c¢ikarlar
gerektirdiginde miidahalecilik uygulanabilir. Orta ve Latin
Amerika’ya yonelik ABD politikalar1 20. yiizyilda ve tiim Soguk
Savag boyunca bu yaklasimi yansitmistir. Ve iste bu nedenledir ki,
baskanlik yemin toreninden az siire once Trump’in Florida’daki
Mar-a-Lago malikanesinde yaptig1 basin toplantisi sirasinda ortaya
attig1 Kanada, Gronland, ve Panama’nin ABD kontroliine gegmesi
fikri, bazt Amerikan medya organlarinca ironik bi¢imde ‘“Mar-a-
Lago doktrini” veya “Trump Eki” olarak etiketlenmistir.

Peki neden 6zellikle Kanada, Gronland, ve Panama? Birincisi, ABD
tarihinde her l¢giiyle de ilgili ge¢mis niyet ve olaylarin mevcut
olmasidir. Ikincisi, baz1 uzmanlara gére Trump’in aslinda Kanada
konusunda korumaci ekonomik yaklagimindan ve liberal Bagbakan
Justin  Trudeau’ya karsi ideolojik kokenli  antipatisinden
kaynaklanan ve ona “ABD’nin 51. eyaletinin valisi” olarak hitap
ederek kiiclik diisiirme arzusundan baska bir niyeti olmadigi, lakin
Panama ve Gronland’la ilgili birtakim stratejik nedenler
olabilecegidir (Smith ve Lee, 2025).

Tarihsel kaynaklar,

a) 1812 Ingiliz-Amerikan Savasi sirasinda Baskan Jefferson
tarafindan “Kanada’nin Québec’e kadar olan bolgesinin bu
yil i¢inde ilhaki i¢in yiiriiyiise gegmemiz kafidir” seklindeki
ifadesini ve 19. yilizyll boyunca ABD’deki tiim siyasal
partilerin ilhak fikrini benimsedigini, tistelik bunu iki iilkenin
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b)

farkli siyasal kiiltlirlerini goz ardi ederek Kanada halkinin
sevingle karsilayacagi inancinda olduklarini;

Satin alma yoluyla ilhak politikasini ilk olarak 1803 yilinda
Louisiana eyaletini Fransa kralligindan alarak uygulayan
ABD’nin Alaska’y1 Rus ¢arligindan satin aldigi 1867 yilinda
ayni sekilde Gronland’t Danimarka kralligindan almaya
kalkistigin1 fakat Kongre’nin bunu reddettigini, 2. Diinya
Savagi sirasinda Gronland’t Nazi Almanya’sina karsi
korumak icin 1941-45 yillar1 arasinda isgal ettigini, 1946
yilinda ise $100 milyona satin almak istedigini fakat bunu
Danimarka’nin reddettigini;

Baskan Theodore Roosevelt’in Atlantik-Pasifik
okyanuslarim1 birlestirme fikriyle 1903 yilinda o zaman
Kolombiya’ya ait olan bugiinkii Panama’da, $10 milyon
karsiliginda egemenliginin ABD’ye ait olacagi bir kanal
insast icin anlagma imzaladigini, Kolombiya
Parlamentosu’nun bunu reddetmesi iizerine, Washington’un
ayrilik¢r hareketleri atesleyip Panama’nin bagimsizligini ilan
etmesini sagladigin1 ve bu lilkeyle Kanalin egemenliginin
kendisine ait olmasi konusunda anlastigini, bunun bilahare
Amerikan karsit1 isyanlara yol agmasi sonucunda ABD’nin
demokrasi ve insan haklar1 yanlis1 39. Baskani Carter
tarafindan 1977’de imzalanan bir anlasmayla ABD’nin bu
egemenlik hakkindan vazgectigini yazmaktadir.

Trump’a gore bugiin bilhassa Panama’nin ve Gronland’in ABD
acisindan ekonomik ve stratejik 6nemi oldugu agiktir. Bunlardan
birincisinin, diinya konteyner limanlarinin %75 ini elinde tutan Cinli
firmalarin eline ge¢mis olmasiin bugiin ekonomik, ileride ise
askeri-stratejik acidan tehlike olusturacagini; topraklarinda genis bir
ABD Hava Ussii ve kiymetli maden kaynaklar1 barmdiran
Gronland’1 ise Rus ve Cin emellerinden Danimarka’nin korumaktan
aciz oldugunu ileri siirmekte ve icabinda buralarin kontroliine
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yonelik kuvvet kullanimi opsiyonunu ag¢ik tutmaktadir (Smith ve
Lee, 2025).

Bunu takip eden giinlerde, Beyaz Saray’1 bagkanlik se¢imlerinden
sonra ilk ziyaret eden yabanc1 hiikiimet baskani olan Israil Basbakani
Netanyahu ile 4 Subat tarihinde diizenledigi basin toplantisinda
Ortadogu’yu da alt iist edecek nitelikte bir niyet agiklamasi yapan
Bagskan Trump, 2 milyon Filistinli’nin Gazze’den Urdiin ve Misir’a
stiriilerek bu beldenin ABD kontroliinde temizlenip kalkindirildig:
takdirde “Ortadogu’nun Rivyera’s’” haline getirilecegini diinyaya
ilan etmistir. 20. ylizyilin ortasindan beri diinyay1 mesgul eden bu
konuya siyasi, insani ve hukukiden ¢ok bir is insan1 goziiyle baktig1
ve bu amagcla her tiirlii baskiy1 yapmaya kararli oldugu, bir soru
iizerine, tiim seceneklerin masada oldugunu ifade etmesinden
anlasilmaktadir. Bu durumda su an itibariyle, Oslo siirecinden beri
masada olan iki devletli ¢Oziim projesi tarihe karismis
goriinmektedir.

S6z konusu devletler ve halklar tarafindan dogal olarak siddetli
tepkiyle karsilanan ve ¢agimizin uluslararast hukuk kurallari,
insancil hukuk kurallari, ile esit egemenlik prensibine dayali yerlesik
diinya diizenine meydan okuyan bu hedefleri Trump’in yerine
getirmesi oldukga iitopik goriinmektedir. Bununla birlikte, ileride
neler olacagr bilinmemekte, cesitli spekiilasyon ve senaryolar
iiretilmekte, bu arada {inlii italyan filozof Antonio Gramsci’nin
hapisteyken yazdigi, “Eski diinya dliiyor, yenisi dogmaya ¢aligiyor.
Bu ara donemde envaicesit hastaliklt belirti ortaya ¢ikiyor”
seklindeki sozleri bu duruma binaen sik¢a hatirlatilmaktadir
(Rachman, 2024).

Sonuc¢

Baslik sorumuza, yani Trump fenomeninin yeni bir donem mi yoksa
bir eskiye doniis mii olduguna geri dénecek olursak, gerceklesmekte
olan ve yukarida 6zetlemeye ¢alistigimiz bu olguyu her seyden 6nce
kavramsal bir ¢er¢eveye oturtma geregi dogmaktadir. Bu baglamda
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referans alinmasi gereken kavram ise Amerikan istisnaciliidir
(American exceptionalism). Kurulus yillarindan beri Amerikan
milliyet¢iliginin ¢ekirdegini olusturan bu kavrama goére, Amerikan
ulusu Tanri’nin kutsadig1 ve diinyaya 6zgiirliik getirmekle yiikiimlii
kildig1 bir ulustur. Bu yaklagim, 18. yiizyildan beri Amerika’nin
biliyiiyen giicline paralel olarak gelismis ve 20. yiizyilda daha ¢ok
Cumhuriyet¢i Parti’nin muhafazakdr kanadi tarafindan kriz
donemlerinde ve kamuoyu destegi gerektigi zamanlarda One
cikarilmistir (Tirkmen: 2005, 166). Bir se¢im kampanyasi bunun
icin ideal bir ¢erceve olup, Donald Trump’in America First ve Make
America Great Again sloganlari bu tespitle bire bir ortiismektedir.

Bu sloganlar ABD’nin bugiine dek liderligini yaptig1 uluslararasi
liberal diizene meydan okumaktadir. Bu diizen, 2. Diinya Savasi’nin
sonunda, resmi izolasyonizm politikast sona erdiginden beri,
Amerika’nin liberal demokratik degerlerini miiltilateralizm, yani
uluslararas1 kurumlar ve hukuk cer¢evesinde evrensellestirme
cabasinin sonucu olarak ortaya ¢cikmistir. Charles Kupchan, bunu
Amerikan istisnaciligimin ikinci ve ¢agdas versiyonu, yani
"American  Exceptionalism 2.0” olarak nitelendirmektedir
(Kupchan: 2018). Ona gore ilk versiyon (American Exceptionalism
1.0), George Washington tarafindan lanse edilen ve Amerikan siyasal
kiiltiirtinde yer etmis olan kronik izolasyonizm diirtiisiinii; bunun
sonucu olan stratejik bagimsizligi; insanlig1 miidahale yoluyla degil
siyasi ve ekonomik ac¢idan 6rnek olarak kurtaracak olma inancini; o
donemde smif yerine sans esitligi yoluyla sosyal ve ekonomik
mobiliteyi saglayan tek toplum olma bilincini; ve yeryiiziindeki en
seckin, yani Anglo-Sakson halkina sahip olma gururunu
kapsamaktadir. Bu sonuncusu Amerikan istisnaciliginin 1rksal
bileseni olup, 6nce Amerika yerlilerini, sonra Afrika kokenlileri,
sonra da go¢cmenleri dislama dalgalarina yol agmistir. Nitekim bu
goriislerin  ¢ogunu bugiin Trump’in benimsedigini gérmemek
mimkiin degildir: diinyaya, miittefiklerini kendi haline terk edecek
kadar sirt ¢evirmesi, uluslararast kurumlardan ve global ¢oziim
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arayislarindan cekilmesi, gogmen ve azinlik karsithigr ile empoze
ettigi giimriik vergileri, ilk istisnacilik doneminin izolasyonizmini,
etnik/mezhepsel milliyetciligini ve ekonomik korumaciligini
simgelemektedir. Ote yandan ABD’nin kurulusundan bu yana
kendine mal etmis oldugu 6zgiirliikk ve demokrasi ideali de hepten
terk edilmis goriinmektedir. Kisacasi, 1941 Pearl Harbor saldirisiyla
temeli atilan ve glinlimiize kadar siiren kurallara dayali uluslararasi
liberal diizen, nam-1 diger Pax Americana, Trump II déneminin
baslamasiyla sona ermistir (Daalder ve Lindsay:2025).

Buna bir miktar “Amerikan istisnacilig1 2.0’ déoneminde yapilmis
olan bazi hatalar ve sergilenmis olan eksiklikler neden olduysa da,
bugiin istisnaciligin dogusuna geri donmek gerceklerle Ortiisecek
midir? Kurulmus ittifaklar ve ortakliklar, uluslararasi hukukun
evrenselligi, iklim, terdr ve niikleer yarig gibi global konularda
uluslararas1 toplum olarak birlikte hareket etme mecburiyeti,
halklarin demokrasi ve 6zgiirliik gereksinimi, teknolojik iletisimin
vardig1 nokta, uluslararasi ticaret ve tedarik zincirlerinin diinya
ekonomisindeki yeri, bugiin uluslararasi sistemin bilesenleri haline
gelmis, yabana atilamayacak faktorlerdir.

Dolayisiyla Trump II politikalar1 {i¢ ¢esit engelle karsilasabilir:
birincisi, uluslararasi ekonominin aritmetigi ve serbest piyasanin
dogas1 geregi emir-komuta yontemiyle yonetilemeyecek olmasi;
ikincisi gerek tilke igerisinden -federal yardimlarin kesilmesine karsi
oldugu gibi- gerek uluslararasi aktorlerden — Ornegin Kanada,
Gronland, Panama ve Ortadogu’da oldugu gibi - gelebilecek tepki
ve direnis; tglnciisii devlet olarak ABD’nin kendi kendine
verebilecegi zararlar ki bunlarin icerisinde glimriik vergileri
sonucunda yasanacak i¢ fiyat yiikselisleri, Kiiresel Giiney
iilkelerinin ekonomik zarar sonucu takinacagi Amerikan karsiti
jeopolitik tavir, uluslararas1 hukuk ve insan haklar1 kavramlarinin
besigi sayilabilecek Avrupa’nin ABD ile olan iliskileri, ve diinya
capinda ABD karsithiginin yiikselise gegmesi sayilabilir.
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Oyleyse simdilik su sonuca varmak miimkiindiir: Trump II dénemi,
bir 6l¢iide koklere doniis provast olmakla birlikte bunu da ¢ok asan
bir diizeye erismis goriinmektedir. Tabii ne derece ¢agimizin
gercekleriyle ortiisecegi heniiz belli degildir. Daha birinci Trump
doneminde Kupchan, kavramsal olarak en saglikli yolun American
Exceptionalism 3.0 ad1 altinda 1.0 ile 2.0 arasinda bir denge kurmak
oldugunu ileri slirmiigtiir. Bunun da sartlar1 arasinda “diinyanin
jandarmast olmadan biiylik gii¢lerin barig hakemi” olmak,
uluslararast kurumlarin islevselligi konusundaki tiim siiphelere
ragmen miiltilateralizmden vazge¢cmemek ve degerler politikasin
gdz ardi etmek yerine insan haklar1 ve demokrasi konusunda
diinyaya O0rnek olmaya g¢alismak, bulunmaktadir. Su an itibariyle
bunlarin higbiri devrede degildir.
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Abstract

The main aim of this essay is to analyze Turkish foreign policy during the process
of accession to the European Union (EU) and its parameters and impacts regarding
the decades-lasting Cyprus issue. Cyprus, having two main ethnic groups, namely
Turkish Cypriots and Greek Cypriots, had become at the heart of Turkish foreign
policy since 1923. Because Cyprus had always been one of the main targets of
maximalist and revisionist Greek Megali Idea, which triggered Greek Cypriots to
execute violent ethnic cleansing against Turkish Cypriots for decades, thus, the
Cyprus issue mainly affected and put tremendous pressure on Turkish-EU
relations during the process of Turkish Accession to the EU. This essay will use
document, content, and discourse analysis regarding scientific research methods
and will gather scientific data mainly from scientific books and articles in the
university and public libraries.
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Avrupa Birligi’ne Giris Siirecinde Tiirk Dis Politikasi ve Kibris

Sorunu

Oz

Bu makalenin ana amaci, Avrupa Birligi’ne (AB) katilim siirecinde Tiirk dig
politikasin1 ve on yillardir siiren Kibris sorununa iligkin parametrelerini ve
etkilerini analiz etmektir. Kibrishi Tiirkler ve Kibrisli Rumlar olmak iizere iki ana
etnik gruba sahip olan Kibris, 1923’ten beri Tiirk dis politikasinin merkezinde yer
almistir. Clinkii Kibris, Rumlarin on yillardir Kibrislt Tiirklere kars1 siddetli teknik
temizlik yapmasini tetikleyen maksimalist ve revizyonist Yunan Megali ideasmin
her zaman ana hedeflerinden biri olmustur. Bu nedenle, Kibris sorunu esas olarak
Tiirkiye’nin AB’ye katilim siirecinde Tiirk-AB iligkilerini etkilemis ve biiyiik bir
baskiya sahip olmustur. Bu makale, bilimsel arastirma yontemleri kapsaminda
belge, icerik ve sOylem analizi tekniklerini kullanacak ve bilimsel verileri esas

olarak iiniversite ve halk kiitiiphanelerindeki bilimsel kitaplardan ve makalelerden
elde edecektir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Tiirkiye, Kibris, Tiirk Dig Politikasi, Avrupa Birligi,
Miiktesebat Siireci
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Introduction

Europe is the name of a geographical region, and the intellectual
foundations of political structuring can be traced back to ancient
times. After World War II, it was deemed necessary to take concrete
steps to prevent war from occurring again and to eliminate the
possibility of states likely to unite with a single identity from fighting
again. The European Coal and Steel Community was the first
example of a supranational organization and emerged as the first
result of the steps taken. The EEC was established with one of the
two Agreements signed in 1957 on the grounds that sectoral
unification was insufficient. It aimed to achieve economic
unification in Europe in terms of all sectors with a supranational
organization (Soyalp, 2003:165).

The most important agenda item of Turkish foreign policy, which has
not changed during and after the Cold War, is the goal of full
membership in the European Union. In order to achieve this
membership, Tiirkiye has been continuing its relations with the EU
for about 50 years, which have slowed down from time to time but
have never been interrupted. Especially in the last 5 years, in the
process of relations that have become increasingly important,
Tiirkiye is inclined to quickly overcome all obstacles in order to
become a member of the EU. One of the obstacles Tiirkiye faces in
its membership process, and the most important one, is the Cyprus
issue. The Cyprus Issue, which is seen as homework and expected to
be resolved by Tiirkiye in order to become a full member, is also a
national cause for Tiirkiye (Kiral, 2018:5). Just as every government
that has been in power since the 1950s, every political party in the
opposition, the public opinion and pressure groups have agreed on
the effort to make Tiirkiye a member of the EU, they also agree that
the Cyprus Issue is a national cause and that there is no room for
compromise on this issue. Although interrupted for very short
periods, this unchanging policy of Turkish politics has been on the
same track again due to the intense sensitivity of the Turkish people
(Aras, 2005:386).
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In this context, EU membership and the Cyprus issue, which have
the same weight in Tiirkiye’s traditional politics, have been issues
that have confronted each other, especially in recent years. Tiirkiye
is experiencing intense diplomatic traffic to resolve these two issues
that are extremely important to it. Tiirkiye will not likely be able to
get out of this mess with the balancing policy it can implement.
Because the country is being put into a dilemma by being expected
to choose one of the two situations presented. Tiirkiye, on the other
hand, is not giving up on Cyprus and is inclined not to give up on
EU membership either (Erdogan, 2016:136).

As is known, Tiirkiye has historically followed a policy that has
turned its face towards the West. In this context, becoming a member
of the EU is a specialized form of this relationship. The relations that
officially started with Tiirkiye’s membership application in 1959
were mentioned in terms of providing integrity to the period before
1959. In the period after 1959, Tiirkiye’s membership application to
the EC and all the reasons for this application were conveyed. The
signing of the Ankara Agreement, which provided the relations with
a legal basis after this application, its content, and the institutional
structure created by the agreement were also examined within the
scope of this period. The relations process that opened a new page
with Tiirkiye’s full membership application, the developments from
1987, when this application was made, to the transition to the
Customs Union, from the announcement of Agenda 2000 to the
Luxembourg Summit, were examined. In the period after 1999,
developments started with the Helsinki Summit, when Tiirkiye was
declared a candidate country, and the SME National Program was
conveyed up to the present day (Mermerkaya, 2013:10).

Impacts of Cyprus Issue on Tiirkiye’s EU Membership

In order to avoid the root of the Cyprus Issue, it is necessary to look
at the historical stages that the Island of Cyprus has gone through.
For this purpose, the situation on the Island before the Ottoman
Empire’s sovereignty, the developments that took place when the
Island came under Ottoman sovereignty, and the transition from
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Ottoman sovereignty to British sovereignty are systematically
conveyed. The policies of Greekification that emerged during the
British sovereignty on the Island and the violent incidents that
occurred later when Britain withdrew from the Island led to the
establishment of the Republic of Cyprus. However, the established
Republic could not find a solution to the problems and continued its
existence for a very short period of 3 years (Ar1, 2011:21). Tiirkiye,
which could not remain silent against the oppression and violence
that the Greeks applied to the Turks of the Island, used its right of
guarantor in 1974 and made a military intervention on the Island and
ensured the formation of the current borders. The tense relations did
not calm down after the intervention, and after a series of
developments, the TRNC was declared, and the Island gained its
current legal status, although it is not recognized internationally. The
establishment of the TRNC could not alleviate the suffering on the
Island. The TRNC, which is not recognized by any country other
than Tiirkiye, was not accepted as a party to the problem, and the
problem was occasionally brought to the UN agenda. The United
Nations Security Council took several decisions to provide a solution
to the Cyprus Issue (Kog, 2005:475).

The UN factor, which intervened in the incident to this extent in
order to solve the problem, was also examined within the scope of
this section. This section includes the important decisions taken by
the UN as a party to the problem since 1964, including all those taken
in the last 5 years. In addition, this section includes the evaluation of
the Annan Plan, which was presented last, and the negotiation
process between the communities in order to find a solution to the
problem (Ergor, 2011:7).

Growth Policy of the European Union

The Second World War caused great destruction and pain for the old
continent of Europe. After the war, the idea of establishing a union
was put forward to prevent possible further wars and ensure the
continuity of peace. Today, this Union seems successful and is living
its most glorious days with the comfort of achieving its goal. The
established Union has brought security, peace, justice, and prosperity
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to Europe. The states that saw the success of the Union but were
hesitant at first later lined up to join the Union. It has been seen that
political stability, economic development, and social justice have
developed in the candidate countries of the Union before they can
become a part of the Union. Because in order to become a full
member of the Union, the candidate states must fulfill certain
conditions. In terms of economy, politics, and democracy, these
conditions actually serve the development of the states (Tezel,
2008:122).

The historical developments of Tiirkiye-EU relations and the Cyprus
Issue continue with the Cyprus factor, which is the point where both
issues intersect and affect Tiirkiye’s membership in the EU. The
EU’s expansion process is conveyed, and how Cyprus is included in
this process is stated (Ozer, 2009:99). The reasons for the
membership application made by the Greek Cypriot Administration
of Southern Cyprus in the perspective of the EU’s expansion, the
legal evaluation of this application and the EU’s response to the
application are examined in this section. After the application of the
Greek Cypriot Administration of Southern Cyprus was received
positively, the EU’s claim that this situation was put forward as an
obstacle to Tiirkiye’s membership process to solve the problem and
realize this membership came to the agenda. In this context, the study
examined how Cyprus was presented to Tiirkiye as a problem at the
summits, SMEs, and the National Program. After this systematic
approach, our study will conclude with evaluating the membership
of the Greek Cypriot Administration of Southern Cyprus to the EU
and possible solution proposals (Demirel, 2003:140-141).

The negotiations are held in the form of bilateral intergovernmental
conferences between the European Union countries and each
candidate. The candidate country for membership must meet the
following conditions: It must be a democratic state based on the rule
of law and respect human and minority rights. It must have a
functioning market economy and be resistant to the capacity and
competitive structure of the Union. It must be committed to the goals
of political, economic, and monetary unions and can assume other
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obligations of membership. If the states that meet these conditions
are deemed sufficient due to the negotiations, they are included in
the Union. Belgium, the Federal Republic of Germany, France, Italy,
Luxembourg, and the Netherlands, which formed the ECSC in 1952,
EURATOM, and the European Economic Community in 1957, have
gone through four separate enlargement processes, increasing their
number to 15 (Demirel, 2003:143).

The two main trends that have attracted attention in the stage of
European integration to date are deepening and widening (Ulger,
2014:111). The first enlargement process began in 1961 when the
United Kingdom applied for full membership. The United Kingdom
was not very keen on the Community initially but could not remain
indifferent to its successes and wanted to become a member.
However, England’s membership request was vetoed by the French
president. However, after he left office in 1969, work began for
England to become a member, and its membership was accepted
only in 1972. Ireland, Denmark, and Norway were also accepted as
members during the same period. However, Norway did not join the
Union due to the negative results of the referendum held in Norway.
Thus, the number of members of the Union increased from six to
nine during the first expansion process. With this expansion, the
EEC became the largest commercial power in the world. During this
period, there were also changes in the economic functions of the
Community. The Common Agricultural Policy was put into practice,
and the Common Market was completed 1.5 years before the 12-year
transition period was completed (Demirel, 2003:145).

The second expansion of the Community was towards the south.
Both expansion and contraction occurred during this process. In this
context, Greece joined the Community as the 10th member in 1981,
and Denmark left the membership in 1985 due to the negative results
of the referendum held in 1983. The EC expanded for the third time
in 1986 with the accession of Spain and Portugal. The number of
members increased to 12 with Spain and Portugal. The number of
members did not increase in the EC, which also experienced a de
facto expansion with the unification of the two Germanies in 1990.
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However, the weight of Germany in the EC bodies increased. After
the third expansion, the Community did not accept any new
members for about ten years. In 1995, the fourth wave of expansion
took place, and the number of members increased to 15 with the
accession of Sweden, Austria, and Finland. Since these three
countries were also members of the EFTA, they did not face many
problems regarding their membership in the EU. While Norway was
also expected to join these states, due to the results of the referendum
held in the country, this state could not become a member of the EU
again. With the accession of these three EFTA member countries, the
EU realized its fourth expansion towards Northern and Central
Europe. On the other hand, EFTA entered a dissolution and
disbanded. The EU increased its number of members to 15 with its
fourth expansion process, and in 2003, it increased its number to 25
by signing accession agreements with 10 more candidate countries
(Demirel, 2003:146-147).

The Situation of Cyprus in EU’s Enlargement Process

Along with all Eastern European states, Cyprus is among the
countries the EU considers and evaluates in line with its interests.
Cyprus has become a country that the EU has directly targeted,
especially due to recent developments in energy resources and its
geopolitical position. The year 1990 was a year when the number of
parties in the Cyprus Issue increased (Ozarslan, 2006:15). The Greek
Cypriot side, which could not directly achieve its historical goals
with Greece, applied for EU membership on behalf of all of Cyprus
on July 4, 1990, in order to ensure the indirect realization of its
ideals. Unfortunately, this application, made without considering the
problems the country was experiencing and its bi-communal nature,
was evaluated as a normal application. Recently, it has been
observed that the EU’s pressure on Tiirkiye and the international
environment to find a solution to the Cyprus issue has been
increasing. One of the most important reasons why the EU has
increased its influence on Cyprus and taken ownership of the
situation is that it wants to take control of the region by making
Cyprus a member. When we compare Cyprus with other candidate
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countries, we come across the following results: Cyprus has the
highest per capita income rate among the 13 candidate countries,
together with the Czech Republic. These two countries are the
closest to the EU average regarding purchasing power. Among the
candidate countries, Cyprus has the best inflation and unemployment
rates (Coban Oran, 2018:430-431).

The priorities that the EU demands from Cyprus for full membership
can be listed as follows: the adoption of the framework acquis for
the internal market, standardization, and certification, harmonization
of VAT in terms of standard and reduced rates, bringing the
legislation to the same level and strengthening the implementation
of safety standards in maritime transportation (Demirel, 2003:148).
In terms of meeting the above criteria, Cyprus is in a very good
position among the other candidate countries and has signed almost
all the relevant agreements within the scope of harmonization with
the EU. While all these developments regarding Cyprus are taking
place, the most important issue that is neglected is the denial of the
Turkish presence in Cyprus. In this context, considering the
government as the sole addressee in the membership application
made by the Greek Cypriot Administration of Southern Cyprus in a
way that would make it seem like it represents the whole of Cyprus
is the greatest injustice in this regard (Demirkiran et al., 2010:58).

Foreign Policy Factors That Put Tiirkiye-European Union
Relations in Trouble

The Emergence of the Cyprus Issue

After the declaration of the TRNC, the EU began to act more
interested in Cyprus for religious, political, and economic reasons.
After 1992, the Greeks gave priority to the EU. The most important
reason for this was to try to draw the EU Institutions to their side
against Tiirkiye, with the indirect support of Greece and to make the
EU a party to the problem. In this way, the Cyprus Issue could be
presented as a precondition in return for Tiirkiye’s full membership
demands, which would force the Turkish side to make concessions.
Over time, we see how appropriate these strategies implemented by
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the Greeks were. In this context, Tiirkiye’s failure to oppose the
Greek Cypriot Administration’s application for membership in the
Customs Union in 1995 and its failure to react to the initiation of
membership  negotiations  facilitated the Greek Cypriot
Administration’s full membership in the EU as the sole legitimate
representative of Cyprus (Yazgan, 2009:168-169).

While the EU was entering a new expansion process in the second
half of the 1990s, the Northern Cyprus administration thought that it
would not accept the Island as a member in response to any initiative
by the Greek Cypriot Administration. However, with the
announcement that full membership negotiations would begin with
the Greek Cypriot Administration in 1998, it was seen that this
prediction did not come true. In 1998, full membership negotiations
were initiated with the Greek Cypriot Administration, representing
the entire Island, at the Copenhagen Summit (Akgay, 2016:22).

At the summit, it was stated that “the EU wants to have a “united’
Cyprus. However, if no agreement is reached in Cyprus by February
28, 2003, the Republic of Cyprus will be able to become a member
of'the EU on its own.” The Agenda 2000 Report gave no perspective
on Tirkiye’s membership due to its various social, political, and
economic deficiencies. Then, at the Luxembourg Summit, it was
stated that in order for Tiirkiye to become a member of the EU, it
had to make progress in resolving the Cyprus issue. Tiirkiye
responded to the decision by suspending relations with the EU. After
this unexpected harsh reaction from the EU, tensions arose in
relations, and thus, in order to alleviate Tiirkiye’s discomfort, the EU
accepted Tirkiye as a candidate country at the Helsinki Summit
(Bozkurt and Demirel, 2004:217; Yolcu, 2008:129).

However, at the same summit, it was also stated that if a solution
could not be found for the Cyprus issue, the membership of the
Greeks could not be prevented. As a result, Tiirkiye accepted the
membership application of the Greek Cypriot Administration of
Southern Cyprus in order to join the Customs Union, the start of full
membership negotiations for the Greek Cypriot Administration of
Southern Cyprus in order to become a candidate country, and the
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start of negotiations between Tiirkiye and the EU for the full
membership of the Greek Cypriot Administration of Southern
Cyprus in order to start negotiations (Kadioglu, 2006:100).

The UN has been involved in the Cyprus issue since 1964 and has
been involved in the preparation of many ideas and plans. The
establishment of the United Federal State of Cyprus, consisting of
federative states, was proposed in the Annan Plan prepared in 2002.
Since the federal state would be a member of the EU, the EU acquis
would be the supreme law in this federative state. On April 24, a
referendum was held on the island on the subject, and the plan was
accepted by the Turkish side (64.9%) and rejected by the Greek side
(75.8%), and it could not be put into practice. The referendum held
in both parts of Cyprus on April 24, in which the Turkish and Greek
Cypriot people were asked their opinions on living together within
the framework of the Annan Plan, can be evaluated from a narrow
perspective as the termination of one of the dozens of plans made to
solve the problem on the Island and which have not concluded
(Tiirkes and Kilig, 2004:37-38).

As a result, on May 1, 2004, the Greek Cypriot Administration of
Southern Cyprus became a full member of the EU, representing the
entire Island. From then on, the Greek Cypriot Administration of
Southern Cyprus would be more effective in Tiirkiye-EU relations
with its veto power on the Cyprus issue. With this result, the issue of
opening the ports to the Greek Cypriot side was locked, and relations
with the EU reached a deadlock due to the Cyprus issue. This
deadlock ended with the partial freezing of the negotiations at the
end of 2006, despite all efforts by Tiirkiye (Firat, 2005:185). It is also
clearly seen that the Cyprus issue is not the only issue blocking
Tiirkiye’s path during the negotiation process and that the de facto
suspension of Tiirkiye-EU relations goes beyond the unresolved
Cyprus issue. The economic and political problems caused by the
global financial crisis that emerged in 2008 in EU countries, the rise
of the far-right in Europe due to the crisis, and the exclusionary
attitude of the France-Germany duo towards Tirkiye were also
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important developments that negatively affected Tiirkiye-EU
relations (Sayin, 2016:45; Kaya, 2018:192).

Tiirkiye’s Application for EU Membership and the Putting
Forward of Cyprus as a Sanction Afterwards

TRNC’s Objections to the Full Membership of the Greek
Cypriot Administration to the EU and Its Subsequent
Objections

The theses of the Turkish Cypriot side are, in fact, clear. Turkish
Cypriots have always adopted several goals that have changed by
changing conditions throughout history. However, the main aim has
always been to prevent Enosis and not to fall under the Greek-Greek
yoke (Demir, 2005:352). Turkish Cypriots oppose the Greek
Cypriots' application for full membership in the European Union.
The primary issue for the TRNC administration is not full
membership in the European Union. However, the guarantee of
sovereign equality and security in the possible partnership state is to
be established. The Republic of Cyprus is not obligated to enter into
a political or economic union, partially or completely, with any state.
When the membership of the Greek Cypriot side to the EU is
evaluated according to this article, the realization of membership is
out of the question. The membership of the Greek Cypriot side to the
EU would violate the Treaty of Guarantee. Furthermore, the
membership of the Greek Cypriot Side to the EU would mean direct
or indirect unification with Greece. In this case, Tiirkiye, Greece, and
England are also bound by the obligation in Article 1 and are obliged
to continue this established order (Olcay, 2014:28).

The thesis of the Greek Cypriot side is also clear. Thus, in response
to Prof. Mendelson's opinion, the Greek Cypriot side requested the
evaluations and opinions of three international lawyers, James
Crawford, Gerhard Hafner, and Alain Pellet (S6nmezoglu,
2006:123). In the thesis established after the research conducted,
they stated that the Greek Cypriot side, which they named the
“Republic of Cyprus," was recognized as an independent state by all
member states of the EU; that the Greek Cypriot government was
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accepted as authorized to represent the state on the Island. They
stated that the TRNC was recognized only by Tiirkiye and that this
situation in question; they have stated that it has been adopted in the
same way by the international community (Giizel, 2015:82). They
argue that Tiirkiye cannot object to the membership of the Greek
Cypriot side by claiming that the Treaty of Guarantee has been
violated by Tiirkiye, that the objection of the violating party is
meaningless, that no provision would naturally prevent the
membership of the Greek Cypriot side in the EU, and that the
objections made are invalid and have no basis. When the theses of
the parties are taken into consideration and examined, we see that
while the claims of the Turkish side are based on the content,
essence, and spirit of the 1959-1960 Treaties, the claims of the Greek
Cypriot side are based more on the form of these treaties and the
simple meanings of the expressions in the text, word games or the
actual situation on the Island and the fait accompli that has occurred
(Efegil, 2003:17).

What Should Tiirkiye Do?

The Republic of Tiirkiye should have a say in Cyprus by developing
projects that will also increase its status internationally. In order to
achieve this, it should first turn its attention to the ongoing trade in
the Mediterranean, try to act as a bridge between Europe and Arab
countries, and increase its political and economic visibility by
revitalizing the economy in this region. Tiirkiye should show the
necessary interest in partnership in order to develop its commercial
and political relations with Mediterranean countries, considering the
rapidly increasing commercial and strategic importance of the
Mediterranean in terms of its national interests. Let us look at the
instruments in Tirkiye’s hands for the realization of this goal. We
can say the following: Tiirkiye should make good use of its
geostrategic position at the intersection of civilizations throughout
the ages (Kog, 2004:391).

Namely, the region it dominates is the birthplace of 3 religions; at
this point, it should undertake a role as a rule-setter and stabilizer in
terms of preventing conflicts, and it should be a country that
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determines the rules of the game, not one that complies with the
existing rules. In addition, its geography is very rich in terms of
water, and it should be able to strengthen its hand in the region by
using this against other countries that are superior. Tiirkiye is the
only country that can provide peace, development, and stability in
the Mediterranean with its identity as both a Muslim and a Western
country. This water policy in the Mediterranean is so important that
if the threat of water shortage continues and precautions are not
taken, projections show that these countries, Israel, Malta, Jordan,
and Palestine, will import water in 2025, and their underground
resources will be insufficient. Tiirkiye tried to implement this with
the Manavgat project, but this project was suspended for various
reasons (Lacin, 2009:62).

This project is perfect for having a say in the Eastern Mediterranean
at such a time; using our resources correctly and the surplus in such
projects in the Eastern Mediterranean is extremely important for our
future position. It is foreseen that states such as Israel, Malta, Jordan,
and Palestine will try to address these problems with methods such
as deep underground water, treated wastewater, and treated seawater
or by importing water. Therefore, Tiirkiye needs to consider these
needs and develop projects that can solve these problems. In this
context, Tiirkiye has taken initiatives to transport drinking water
from the Manavgat River to the TRNC via pipes and to meet a
portion of the water needs of the countries in the region through the
Peace Water Projects. However, some of them have not yet reached
the desired implementation point (Uslu, 2008:54).

What Kind of Foreign Policy Should Tiirkiye Follow in This
Regard?

Unexpected developments in the world are likely to create new
opportunities for Tiirkiye. The issue at stake here is that Tiirkiye will
breathe a sigh of relief with the collapse of the Soviet Union, the
Black Sea will become a cooperation area, and with the deterioration
of the balance of power in military terms, Tiirkiye will have come to
the position of a country that will re-establish these balances and act
as a bridge between the East and the West. Most importantly, Tiirkiye
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is expected to fill the political authority over the Turkic Republics
that the Soviet Union vacated. The Republic of Tiirkiye has reached
such an important position for the first time since its establishment
(Oncel, 2012:17).

In terms of directing these changes, we should trust our historical
roots coming from the Ottoman Empire and be able to use them. In
this context, it is necessary to have an active foreign policy, high
goals, alternative thoughts, and solutions, and to evaluate
opportunities while protecting national interests. With this
dynamism, domestic policy will develop and reflect on our
production and exports, and our economy will reach a much different
and stronger place than it is today. New strategies to be formulated
in foreign policy will take us to different places (Ulger and Efegil,
2002:242).

Reasons for the Deadlock in Cyprus Regarding Turkish Foreign
Policy and the Cyprus Issue during the Process of Accession to
the European Union

There are deep-rooted problems between the countries that are
parties to the Cyprus Issue that are effective in continuing the
deadlock on the Island. It is evaluated that a good analysis of these
problems and the data to be obtained can contribute to the search for
a solution. These problems observed between the parties are
generally a lack of wunderstanding and mutual trust, the
ineffectiveness of the parties’ memberships in NATO and
international organizations in resolving the problem, hand security
concerns arising from the rapid militarization of the Aegean islands
in line with Greek defense policy, calculations made on energy on
the Island, etc. and detailed explanations are provided below
regarding these problems (Yusuf and Ismail, 2002:15).

Mutual Trust Problem and Communication Breakdown

The history of Greece-Tiirkiye relations has resulted from mutual
negative thoughts, attitudes, and hostilities stemming from various
problems experienced in the past between the two countries, the
parties’ unwillingness to understand each other, and a mutual trust
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problem. All these issues arising from this historical background
have been effective in the problems explained below between
Tiirkiye and Greece: (1) The Aegean Islands Problem: The islands
that belong to Greece today include the islands that were ceded to
Greece between April 24, 1830, when Greece gained its
independence, and July 24, 1923, when the Treaty of Lausanne was
signed. Greece claims that all of the lands not specified in the Treaty
of Lausanne as ceded to Tiirkiye belong to it. In return, Tiirkiye
maintains that the provisions of the treaties are valid and that it
continues to have sovereign rights over the islands, islets, and rocks
to which it did not waive its rights in the Treaty of Lausanne." (2)
The problem of territorial waters: The problems experienced
between Tiirkiye and Greece in the Aegean have frequently brought
the two countries to the brink of direct conflict. It is said that these
problems, which have never been resolved, have gained a new
dimension with the Greek parliament’s ratification of the 1982 UN
Convention on the Law of the Sea on June 1, 1995, and the desire of
this country to play the trump card of extending its territorial waters
to 12 miles more seriously against Tiirkiye. Based on the said
agreement, Greece attempted to increase its territorial waters to 12
miles unilaterally. However, the agreement included a provision that
states in good faith could make such a decision. Thus, the issue of
the width of the territorial waters in the Aegean Sea would arise as a
serious matter of disagreement between Tiirkiye and Greece. (3)
Cyprus issue: Tiirkiye and Greece have not resolved this issue.
Tiirkiye’s right to protect the Turkish presence in Cyprus comes from
international agreements. Namely, “Tiirkiye, "In the 1960 Zurich and
London Agreements, which were the legal basis of the Republic of
Cyprus, it was one of the guarantors of the newly established state,
together with England and Greece.”; (4) Kardak crisis: A crisis that
occurred between Tiirkiye and Greece in December 1995 and
January 1996 regarding two uninhabited rocks in the Aegean. It
should be addressed within the framework of the fundamental
disagreements in the Aegean; (5) Identity discussions in the
European Union: It came to the agenda with Tiirkiye’s candidacy.
European right-wing bureaucrats defined the “European Identity” by
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ostracizing the Turks; (6) Efforts by Greece to militarize the Greek
islands despite being included in international agreements (Balikgi,
2013:67-69; Cebeci, 2012:115; Tangor, 2013:92).

Other Main Factors Affecting the Failure to Solve the Cyprus
Issue

Other main reasons leading to the failure to solve the problem can
be listed as follows: (1) The possibility of the current political parties
of Greece and Tiirkiye pursuing extreme nationalist populist policies
in domestic politics; (2) Turkish culture and mentality in the face of
Western culture and mentality: The problem of the parties not
understanding and adopting each other’s cultures. While Tiirkiye and
the TRNC Turks are Muslim, Greece and the Greek Cypriot
Administration of Southern Cyprus and the EU are Christian
communities and the existence of historical hostilities. Although not
expressed, it is clearly observed that the member states of the EU
protect and look after each other in terms of the common ground of
religion and culture. This Western mentality adopts and accepts what
is its own while “othering” the others; (3) Approaches that are pro-
compromise and avoid compromise: While Tiirkiye and the Turkish
Cypriots are trying to find a solution to the Cyprus Issue by
continuing the negotiations, Greece and the Greek Cypriot
administration are constantly causing problems in the negotiations
and the other guarantor state, England, never gets involved, meaning
it does not want to share the responsibility (Ozer, 2017:84; Arikan,
2004:2-3; Kabaalioglu, 1997:352).

Cyprus, Eastern-Med Hydrocarbon Resources, and the EU
Triangle

From past to present, the Island of Cyprus in the Eastern
Mediterranean has always been the target of expansionist,
imperialist, and/or colonialist policies for third parties and a matter
of national security and defense in both the Ottoman-Turkish and
modern Turkish Republic history. Indeed, Gazi Mustafa Kemal
ATATURK, who analyzed the Mediterranean basin very well, asked
the officers in the military maneuvers held in the Mediterranean
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region in the 1930s, "Let us assume that Tiirkiye is reoccupied, and
the Turkish forces are only resisting in this region. What are our
supply routes and possibilities?" When no satisfactory answer was
received, he showed Cyprus on the map and said, "Gentlemen, as
long as Cyprus is in enemy hands, the supply routes of this region
are blocked. Pay attention to Cyprus. This island is important to us.",
thus revealing the critical and strategic importance of the Island for
Anatolia in the best way possible (Alasya, 1981).

Therefore, considering that it would be very difficult to eliminate a
mistake in strategy with tactics, Tiirkiye tirelessly voices on every
platform and occasion the view that Athens should abandon its
maximalist demands and ambitions in the unsolvable disputes
between the two countries stemming from Greece's unjust demands
and continuing for decades (Ozekin, 2020). Indeed, Tiirkiye and the
TRNC have rights and interests in the Eastern Mediterranean region
that stem from international law, and they can never give up.
However, the most important thing that both the Greek Cypriot-
Greek duo and other regional states need to understand for regional
sustainable development, peace, security, stability, and tranquility is
the fact that it is not possible to take a step in the region without
Tiirkiye and the TRNC being a part of it (Kalayci, 2021). The most
suitable transportation route to Europe for a large natural gas reserve
that is likely to be extracted in the Eastern Mediterranean basin will
be via the TRNC and Tiirkiye. Indeed, Tiirkiye, which is an energy
bridge, has very critical natural gas projects for Europe, such as the
Turkish Stream, Blue Stream, and TANAP. These lines are the most
suitable and important energy transportation routes for the most
profitable, safe, and continuous transportation of Eastern
Mediterranean natural gas to Europe (Glingor, 2023).

The European Union, taking the USA, England, France, and the
United Nations on its side, started implementing a new political plan
to solve the Cyprus Problem in favor of itself and the Greek-Greek
Cypriot duo after 1995. This political plan, while on the one hand
connected to Tirkiye's EU membership process, included a sneaky
aim and goal aimed at eliminating the existence of Tiirkiye and the
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TRNC on the Island. The EU took priority on this path and, for the
first time in its history, signed a Customs Union agreement with a
state without making it a full member, just like Tiirkiye and the EU
in 1995... Later, with the 1999 EU Helsinki Summit, the EU granted
candidate country status to Tirkiye (Turgut, 2020). Supposedly,
Tiirkiye would become a full member of the EU within 5-6 years
after all chapters were opened; it still has not become a member for
26 years... Later, the USA took priority, and the United States
Geological Survey started to disseminate open intelligence about
these to the international public, with a series of reports indicating
hydrocarbon resources worth billions of dollars were on the seabed
in the eastern Mediterranean. However, this has happened in the
region for 26 years: Neither these hydrocarbon resources have been
reached, nor have the Greeks become very rich, nor have the Turkish
Cypriots been deceived by these riches (Yayci, 2021). On the
contrary, Tiirkiye and the TRNC have unsuccessfully conveyed to
the relevant parties in the last 3 years that in order to sit at the
multilateral negotiation table, a two-state solution on the Island must
be accepted as the final solution strategy. Otherwise, there is no need
for new diplomatic initiatives and talks to resolve the Cyprus
Problem. Therefore, the EU and the Greek-Greek Cypriots have not
been able to use the Eastern Mediterranean to influence Tiirkiye's
entry into the EU, nor have they been able to deceive the Turkish
Cypriots in this sense (Giiven & Tekin, 2023).

Conclusion

Tiirkiye’s path towards the EU is long and bumpy. The EU follows
a “hope first, then forget” policy towards Tiirkiye. This has been the
same since the beginning of relations. Despite all the sensitivity it
has shown towards membership, the EU is applying double
standards towards Tirkiye. This policy is because the EU does not
want to see Tiirkiye within it and, therefore, uses stalling tactics. It
is not difficult to understand why Tiirkiye continues its determined
struggle towards membership despite all these exclusions from the
EU. Tirkiye continues its historical legacy and wants to reap the
fruits of the modernization policy implemented since Atatiirk.
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However, there is one thing that needs to be considered at this point:
not to pin all hope on the EU to avoid undermining other alternatives
and not to make unjust concessions for the sake of this passion.
Indeed, even if Tiirkiye fulfils all the conditions, it is likely that the
EU will impose new conditions on it. This fact was also proven at
the last Copenhagen Summit. In this summit, Tiirkiye, despite being
the state with the oldest membership application, was once again the
excluded party, and when the accession agreement was signed with
10 countries, the date of the date was indicated to us. Of course,
negotiations will not be certain to start on this date either, or the start
of negotiations is conditioned on Tiirkiye fulfilling its obligations. In
other words, the EU may say that the conditions are unavailable on
this date, so wait longer. As EU officials have stated, even if the
negotiation process starts, it may not necessarily result in full
membership. As the latest development has revealed, the EU does
not seem to be accepting Tiirkiye as a member. Even if membership
is possible, this process will take until 2010, in which case the aid
that Tiirkiye will receive as a result of membership will be
meaningless.

If we evaluate the Cyprus factor, which is presented as a trump card
in Tiirkiye’s EU process, a give-and-get-rid policy should not be
followed. Cyprus is an issue that Tiirkiye has been struggling with
for years due to its strategic location and the developments that have
taken place since the 1960s and, therefore, cannot be completely
abandoned. Without making concessions on this issue, a solution
should be sought in a way that will make the Turkish people on the
Island live most comfortably. Even if we assume that concessions
are made on the Cyprus issue, no one can guarantee that the EU will
not confront us with the Aegean issue the next day. After 1964,
Cyprus became an international problem, and the UN became a party
to the issue. Unfortunately, the solution proposals presented by the
UN also support the Greek Cypriot side. Moreover, the negative
attitude of the Greek Cypriot side, which sees the concessions made
in their favor in the plans presented as insufficient and is often
unwilling to reach a solution, is ignored, and the Turkish side is
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always shown as the uncompromising party in the negotiations. The
Annan Plan, which the UN last presented, was also prepared
according to the games of the Greek Cypriot side. For this reason, it
is extremely appropriate for Tiirkiye and the Turkish Cypriot side to
refuse to approve the plan with a joint decision.

The full membership of the Greek Cypriot Administration to the EU
has made it almost impossible to solve the Cyprus problem. Greece
and the Greek Cypriots have been granted double veto power over
Tiirkiye’s EU membership and have strengthened their superior
economic and political positions in the international community.
Tiirkiye is being tried to be put in a complete impasse regarding the
EU. A Customs Union Framework Agreement has been signed
between Tiirkiye and the TRNC. This Agreement has made
Tiirkiye’s EU membership even more difficult. EU officials have
also stated this. Tiirkiye has been forced to make such an attempt in
order to open TRNC goods to international markets. A solution to
the problem before May 2004 will make all of Cyprus a member, and
TRNC and Tiirkiye will be freed from this obstacle. However,
concessions are expected only from Tiirkiye and TRNC in this
solution. The Greek Cypriot Administration has already become a
member. Although the EU is a structure built on law, it has prepared
the deadlock and Tiirkiye’s exclusion by acting against the “principle
of equality."
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2022’den Bu Yana Siiregelen Rusya-Ukrayna Savasi’nin
Finansal, Ekonomik, Politik ve Enerji Boyutlar1 Hakkinda Bir

Analiz

Oz

Savaglar iilke ekonomilerini, enflasyon oranlarmni, alim giiciinii, finansal piyasalar1
ve emtia piyasalar1 olmak iizere birgok etkeni yalnizca ulusal bazda degil ayni
zamanda uluslararasi arenada da olumsuz yonde etkilemektedir. Bu galigmada
Rusya-Ukrayna arasinda baglayan gerilimin savas ortamina doniismesi ile her iki
iilkenin ve hatta global piyasalarda tedarik zincirinin ne yonde etkilendigi
incelenmistir. Rusya-Ukrayna savaginin bagta finansal, enerji piyasalarina ve

cesitli ekonomik gostergelere etkileri nitel arastirma ydntemi ve betimsel tasvir
metodu ¢ercevesinde analiz edilmeye ve degerlendirilmeye caligilmigtir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Rusya-Ukrayna Savasi, Ekonomik Etkiler, Finansal ve Emtia
Piyasalar1, Enerji Piyasalar.
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Introduction

War is a destructive phenomenon that arises due to conflicts of
interest between two or more countries and can stem from various
causes, including financial, political, and economic factors. Wars
primarily lead to social and psychological impacts on individuals
while also causing political and economic problems for nations.
Wars may take the form of armed conflicts aimed at protecting a
country's interests or occur as economic wars.

Today, many countries aim to gain global influence or demonstrate
their superiority without resorting to arms, instead targeting the
economies of rival nations. These efforts may involve imposing
various embargoes, introducing trade and financial restrictions,
implementing additional tariffs to reduce trade volumes, weakening
the value of a rival nation's currency through monetary policies, or
disrupting economic structures through currency manipulation and
speculative moves. These actions also constitute a form of warfare.

With the effects of globalization, the destructive and economic
consequences of war are no longer confined to the warring countries
but also negatively impact on many nations not directly involved in
the conflict. Even the mere discourse of war can cause economic
alarms, particularly in financial markets, and ripple through national
economies. In today's interconnected world, nearly all countries are
integrated with one another, especially in sectors like banking,
finance, and trade.

One of the most significant wars of the modern era, the conflict
between Russia and Ukraine, dates back to 2014. In that year, Russia
annexed the Crimean Peninsula, which was part of Ukraine, an act
that was widely condemned as a violation of international law and
sparked significant global reactions. On February 24, 2022, Russian
President Vladimir Putin's statements marked the beginning of
armed conflicts in several Ukrainian cities, including the capital,
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Kyiv. These clashes led millions of people to flee the conflict zones
and seek refuge in various countries around the world.

Following the outbreak of the Russia-Ukraine war, numerous
international organizations, including NATO, the European Union
(EU), and the United Nations (UN), issued condemnations and
warnings to Russia. The European Union announced that Russian
banks would be denied access to European financial markets and that
Russian assets would be frozen. Furthermore, the EU declared that
if the war continued, measures would be taken to weaken the Russian
economy. Ukraine, on its part, officially declared the severance of its
relations with Russia.

Subsequently, US President Joe Biden announced that the leaders of
the G7 nations, which comprise the world's seven largest economies,
had reached a consensus on imposing sanctions against Russia.
Following this, many countries called on Russia to end the war and
declared that they would implement both military and economic
sanctions. The United States decided to freeze the assets of Russian
banks such as Vnesheconombank (VEB) and Promsvyazbank (PSB),
along with 42 of their affiliates. Similarly, the EU imposed trade
embargoes and restricted the Russian government's access to EU
financial markets. Germany announced the suspension of the
certification process for the Nord Stream 2 pipeline, while the United
Kingdom declared it would freeze the assets of five Russian banks
involved in the Ukraine crisis and supporting Russia's defense
industry—Bank Rossiya, the Black Sea Development and
Reconstruction Bank, IS Bank, Genbank, and Promsvyazbank
(Bakan, 2022: 61).

While global markets were still attempting to recover from the
financial and economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, the
negative effects of the war on the economies of the countries
involved became an inevitable reality. Given the significant trade
volumes and transaction activities of both Russia and Ukraine in
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global financial markets, other nations with close economic ties to
these countries were also adversely affected by the war.

This study aims to evaluate and analyse the impacts of the Russia-
Ukraine war on economic indicators, trade volumes, and global
politics, with a particular focus on the banking and finance sector as
well as energy geopolitics. The research will employ a qualitative
approach and adopt a descriptive methodology to provide an in-
depth understanding of these effects.

1. The Wider Regional Effects of 2022 Russian-Ukrainian
War

Moscow's 2022 dynamic interference within Ukraine has confronted
the country's corporal and economic safety along with political
identity, contrasting any earlier event in its post-Soviet history. From
the commencement of the military operation, the Kremlin has put
forward a programme to "disarm" and "de-Nazify" Ukraine, in that
way eradicating Ukraine's military capacity and removing far-right
arrangements that have supposedly impelled an augmented
aggression counter to Russia's requested "compatriots" and ethnic
relatives transversely Ukraine. Even supposing this type of triumph
appears to stand dubious, as the combat zone's existing changing
aspects reveal that Russia's movements possibly will transform
Ukraine into a futile state. Although Moscow's attack establishes an
examination of resolution for Ukraine, it correspondingly coerces a
calculation of what has remained in the balance for Russia and the
West. Primarily, Russia has professed the Kyiv regime's association
with the West as a tactic of "benefiting from Ukraine as a hammering
strike contrary to Russia and as a challenging assortment." From
Moscow's standpoint, this has posed an empirical danger to Russia.
As put forward by Russia's President Vladimir Putin, "The longer
the range of the Western systems that will be supplied to Ukraine,
the further we will have to move the threat away from our borders.
What is more, for Putin, the West's support of Ukraine aims to bring
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about Russia's strategic defeat. They plan to finish Russia once and
for all. They plan to grow a local conflict into a global confrontation.
This is how the Putin regime understand[s] it and will respond
accordingly, because this represents an existential threat to Russia”
(Belo and Rodriguez, 2023: 236-237).

Even supposing the involvement has produced much shockwave and
misunderstanding in its instantaneous repercussion, the fight has
spurred the transatlantic communal. Resorting to its transatlantic
alliance, North American and European governments have executed
substantial economic sanctions, dropped their necessity on Russian
natural resources, granted civilian assistance to refugees, and
augmented military funding toward Ukraine's armed forces. The US
has undeniably developed the major benefactor, having "capitalised
over US $44 billion in security help subsequently January 2021 to
prove continuing and unfaltering pledge to Ukraine's rule and
territorial integrity". The West's answers established one of the prime
tests for Russia, subsequently resulting in the passing of the Soviet
Union. The supreme objective of the transatlantic association has
stood to "keep Russia out of the ranks of the great powers." In that,
sanctions have sought to curtail the measurements of Russia's armed
and total industrial productivity, along with detaching the country
from economic and worldwide fiscal organisations. Even supposing
Russia has succeeded in avoiding numerous Western sanctions, it has
turned out to be more and more in need of Beijing's economic
association. For instance, Russia's hydrocarbon exportations, along
with its entry into industrial goods, have turned out to be in need of
the Chinese market. Vladimir Putin and his inner circle have
supposed that in their publicity vis-a-vis Russia's strong comparative
point, this has been strengthened by twenty years of power merging,
abolition of political antagonism, and an all-inclusive armed
reformation. Nevertheless, Russia's "special military operation" has
not generated the predicted swift triumph. Moderately, struggle
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partakers and their associates have turned into capitalising in a
"forever war." With restricted accomplishment in the combat zone,
Russia has been obligated to assume a "ruthless check" of its
planned, premeditated, and armed rule along with logistical
softness" (Belo and Rodriguez, 2023: 236-237).

By February 2022, Russia has passed into an original phase within
the war counter to Ukraine. A full-sized attack has substituted the
hybrid war that Russian-backed militias have been struggling with
within eastern Ukraine since 2014. Leaders and experts, including
Putin himself, would anticipate Kiev to be beaten in a few days. It
would not happen like that. Subsequently, Russia's serial take-overs
within Ukraine, specialists have argued that its dissolute activities,
shared with its reduced armed routine, come into meaning that its
standup in world politics would decrease. Russia's standing has not
homogeneously diminished transversely to the worldwide system.
Wars do not upsurge or decline a state's communal position for the
reason that there is not any all-inclusive standing grading in world
politics. The incursion of Ukraine and the capture of Crimea have
ended up with dissimilar position implications within the excessive
power club, G-8, as well as within the UN Security Council. Clubs
encompassing diverse position commands stand consequently
expected to answer in a different way to the existing phase of the
Ukraine war. Second, armed errors do not dictate standing damage.
In contradiction of common credence and amidst the sound of
denunciation—positive combats are capable of generating
acknowledgment within firm clubs. Contrariwise, the unproductive
use of force may well destroy Russia's standing as an excessive
power. Let us say the Soviet Union's disastrous warfare in
Afghanistan and succeeding 1989 removal underwrote its damage of
superpower position. In contrast, the United States has engaged its
superpower standing subsequent to its harm in the Vietnam War. And
despite the fact the Suez crisis instigated reputational harm to the
UK, it stands still measured as excessive power. Additionally, albeit
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Russia stood to miss its excessive power, as assumed by its deprived
armed performance in Ukraine, it remains expected to stay
characterised as a second-tier power in the foreign policy address.
Crucial standing signs, such as nuclear weapons, guarantee a
location not too far under the Great Power Club. Third, preliminary
responses stand a deprived suggestion of a state's long-standing
position of credit as a great power. The 2014 take-over of Crimea
and the incursion of eastern Ukraine have been proximately
encountered with mimicry, ethical turmoil, and robust disapproval in
the US foreign strategy address. The resembling greats depiction
solely turned out to be leading years after the preliminary capture of
Crimea. Consequently, even though the Russian army might have
agonised reputational damage after it did pursue its full-sized combat
in contradiction of Ukraine by 2022, it stands moreover momentarily
to finalize that it stands no more an excessive power on account of
its movements (Reren, 2023: 7-49).

2. The Impact of the Russia-Ukraine War on Financial
Markets and Economic Indicators

While the world was still recovering from the effects of the
pandemic—a systemic risk that disrupted the economies of all
countries, the banking sector, financial markets, social life, and even
political styles—the outbreak of the Russia-Ukraine war further
compounded these challenges. This war not only impacted on the
economies and trade volumes of the two nations but also indirectly
affected the economies of countries that engaged in trade with them.
The effects of this conflict have been felt to varying degrees in both
developed and developing countries.

Russia and Ukraine hold a critical position in global agriculture.
These two countries are often referred to as the "breadbasket of the
world" and play a significant role in the supply and export of
agricultural products such as wheat, barley, and corn. The state of
war between these nations disrupted global agricultural supply
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chains, leading to a sharp increase in grain prices worldwide (Buyar
and Sener, 2023: 293). African countries, as well as major grain
importers such as those in the Middle East and Asia, have faced
severe food crises as a result of rising prices. This situation has not
been limited to affecting the countries at war, namely Russia and
Ukraine, and their neighboring states, but has also had a far-reaching
impact on a global scale, extending to the other side of the world.

As the war continued with intensity, sanctions against Russia from
various parts of the world persisted. Highlighting that the most
significant decline in Gross Domestic Product (GDP) was observed
as a result of sanctions imposed particularly by Western countries,
Putin stated that they had taken important steps to revive the
economy by identifying alternative trade routes to replace those
closed with the West. Furthermore, it was reported that Russia's
foreign trade turnover in 2022 increased by approximately 8.1%,
reaching $850 billion, with exports rising by 20% and imports
decreasing by 12%. (CNNTiirk, 2023).

Established in 1973 and headquartered in Belgium, Europe, the
Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication
(SWIFT) is a global financial system used in over 200 countries,
enabling fast and secure cross-border money transfers. However, the
European Union decided to restrict Russia’s access to international
financial markets and block its participation in the global financial
system due to the ongoing Russia-Ukraine war. This decision has
significantly disrupted the payments for Russia’s valuable natural
gas and agricultural exports made via SWIFT, inflicting substantial
damage on the country’s economy.

To mitigate the adverse effects of the process, Russia has developed
alternative systems. Initially, it established its own money transfer
system and subsequently sought to join China’s payment systems by
strengthening ties with the country. Furthermore, following the
severe depreciation of the Russian ruble, Russia decided that natural
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gas and other commodity exports would be conducted in rubles. The
primary aim of this move was to prevent further devaluation of the
local currency. Additionally, it can be stated that with the Central
Bank’s strategic measures, this challenging period was successfully
managed by Russia.

On the Ukrainian side of the conflict, however, the situation became
more critical. Ukraine’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in 2022
declined by approximately one-third. Moreover, Ukraine’s trade
deficit, which was around $5.4 billion before the war, increased by
approximately 52%, reaching $8.2 billion after the conflict. While
the inflation rate was around 10% prior to the war, it surged to over
30% in its aftermath. Similarly, public debt, which was
approximately 153 billion Ukrainian hryvnias before the war,
quadrupled to 606 billion hryvnias during the same period
(Barthalon, 2022).

Figure 1: The Impact of the Russia-Ukraine War on Brent Oil and
Natural Gas Prices (2014-2024)
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Figure 1 illustrates Brent crude oil prices in blue and natural gas
price fluctuations in green between 2014 and 2024. The graph
indicates the vulnerability of energy prices to geopolitical events.
Due to the impact of the Russia-Ukraine war, which began in 2022,
both Brent crude oil and natural gas prices experienced a sharp
increase.

Between 2014 and 2016, a decline in the prices of both commodities
was observed. This situation is believed to be associated with the
oversupply of oil relative to demand in 2014 and OPEC’s decision
to reject production quotas. By 2020, the disruptive effects of the
COVID-19 pandemic had caused a decrease in Brent crude oil
prices, driven by demand reduction, and a similar decline in natural
gas prices due to lower energy consumption. In 2021, as the impact
of the pandemic and associated restrictions subsided, a recovery
process began with the revival of social and economic activities. This
led to a notable increase in the prices of both commodities.

In 2022, the onset of the Russia-Ukraine war, combined with
Russia’s position as a significant player in the global energy market,
caused the prices of both commodities to peak. The European
Union’s heavy reliance on Russian energy and the sanctions imposed
by European countries on Russia further contributed to the dramatic
rise in energy prices. During this period, Brent crude oil and natural
gas prices surpassed the $100 level, breaking historical records.

Russia’s largest markets for petroleum exports after China and India
are Tirkiye and Bulgaria. While the European Union imposed
embargoes on Russian energy, Tiirkiye adopted a neutral policy,
aiming to maintain political balance. Consequently, the trade volume
between Tiirkiye and Russia increased significantly during this
period. (Buyar and Sener, 2023: 296).

Between 2023 and 2024, despite the observed decline in the prices
of both commodities, fluctuations driven by geopolitical issues and
energy security concerns persist. It is anticipated that the volatility
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in commodity prices will continue for some time due to factors such
as the global supply-demand balance, countries' increasing interest
in transitioning to renewable energy sources, and ongoing
geopolitical risks.

Figure 2: The Impact of the Russia-Ukraine War on Wheat and
Coal Prices (2016-2024)
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Source: Trading Economics. (2025). Coal - commodity
price. Trading Economics.
https://tradingeconomics.com/commodity/coal,  (Accessed on:
23.01.2025)

The war between Russia and Ukraine, two significant players in the
global commodity market, has had a profound impact on markets.
Figure 2 presents the price fluctuations of wheat and coal between
2016 and 2024, with wheat price changes represented in blue and
coal price changes in green.

The graph highlights a significant increase in commodity prices,
particularly influenced by the onset of the Russia-Ukraine war in
2022. In the pre-war period, however, the prices of these
commodities appeared relatively stable. During this time, wheat
prices fluctuated between $400 and $600, while coal prices hovered
around the $300 range. Following the outbreak of the war, which
involved two of the largest wheat producers globally, supply-side
disruptions caused a sharp rise in commodity prices. The sanctions
imposed on Russia by European countries further contributed to
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supply constraints. This demonstrates how geopolitical conflicts can
directly impact global commodity markets and highlights the
inherent price fragility in these markets.

Figure 3: Changes in Sunflower Oil Prices: Geopolitical and
Economic Impacts
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Figure 3 presents the changes in global sunflower oil prices between
2014 and 2024. According to the graph, prices fluctuated under the
influence of geopolitical and global economic developments.
Notably, the sharp price increase observed in 2022 reflects the
impact of the Russia-Ukraine war on global trade. Between 2014 and
2020, the absence of disruptions in agricultural production and
logistics worldwide allowed prices to generally follow a downward
trend and remain relatively stable. However, with the onset of the
COVID-19 pandemic in 2019, disruptions in supply chains and
rising energy costs led to price increases at the beginning of 2020,
which were systematically acknowledged.

By 2022, the conflict between Russia and Ukraine caused sunflower
oil prices to reach historical peaks. Considering that Ukraine
accounts for approximately 50% of global sunflower oil production,
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the disruptions in supply chains, production, and exports brought
about by the conflict led to dramatic price surges. During this period,
the price per ton of sunflower oil nearly reached $2,200, which
significantly impacted food prices, deeply affecting households and
industries alike. Additionally, during this time, the retail prices of
sunflower oil rose rapidly. This situation resulted in food inflation
and increased living costs in countries like Tiirkiye, which are
heavily reliant on sunflower oil imports. Tiirkiye, along with many
other countries, sought alternative solutions to meet the demand
through imports from different regions. In Tiirkiye and other nations,
systematic and non-systematic risks stemming from geopolitical
events or disruptions in supply chains for import-dependent products
directly influence food prices.

Furthermore, the conflict created significant obstacles to Ukraine’s
ability to export its agricultural products to global markets. By
mining the sea in areas connecting Russia and Ukraine to the Black
Sea, approximately 30-35 million tons of grain were confined to the
Azov Sea. Consequently, United Nations officials decided to
establish a food corridor centered on Tiirkiye. Many countries
expressed their support for the establishment of this corridor, which
would enable the transportation of food from the Black Sea to global
markets. (Cinar, 2022: 176-179).
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Figure 4: A Comparative Analysis of Inflation Rates in Russia and
Ukraine (2016-2024)
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Figure 4 illustrates the annual inflation rates of Russia (RU- blue)
and Ukraine (UA - orange) between 2016 and 2024. The graph is
shaped by the interplay of economic, global, and local factors
influencing the two countries during this period. According to the
graph, Russia's inflation rate in 2016 stood at approximately 12%,
while Ukraine's inflation rate exceeded 36% in the same year,
followed by a sharp decline. This indicates that, despite the decline
in oil prices and the sanctions imposed on Russia in 2014, the
country managed the situation effectively. In contrast, Ukraine
experienced political and economic uncertainties following the
Crimea crisis, including the devaluation of the Ukrainian hryvnia
and energy price policies driven by the International Monetary Fund
(IMF).

Between 2017 and 2019, despite falling oil prices, Russia succeeded
in gradually reducing its inflation rate, a development attributed to
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the Central Bank of Russia’s tightening monetary policies. During
the same period, Ukraine's inflation rate also declined significantly
compared to previous years, although fluctuations persisted. The
collaborative economic reforms undertaken with the IMF and the
enhancement of agricultural commodity exports through strong
agricultural policies played a role in this gradual decrease. However,
it is evident that these measures have not yet achieved the desired
levels.

By 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic led to disruptions in global
supply chains, causing inflationary pressures in both Ukraine and
Russia, particularly in their agriculture- and energy-dominant export
sectors.

In 2022, Ukraine's economy was severely impacted, leading to a
dramatic rise in its inflation rate. This reflects the adverse effects of
the war on social, political, and economic determinants. Following
Russia’s military intervention in Ukraine, supply chain disruptions
and soaring energy costs emerged. These rising costs, coupled with
export interruptions, negatively affected the Ukrainian hryvnia,
causing inflation to spike. Similarly, Russia faced restricted access
to global financial markets due to Western policies and sanctions.
These constraints disrupted financial market mechanisms,
compounded supply-side issues, and negatively influenced Russia’s
inflation rate.

By 2023, Ukraine began to recover its economy with substantial
political and economic support from the international community,
resulting in a noticeable reduction in inflation. Likewise, Russia, as
a critical supplier of energy resources to Europe and a dominant
player in global energy markets, experienced a recovery in oil and
natural gas exports, enabling it to stabilize and reduce its inflation
rate to some extent.

Considering the economic and political structures of both countries,
the negative impacts of the war continue to be felt. Since inflation

80



dynamics are directly influenced by both regional and global
developments, these wars not only affect the social and economic
structures of the region but also have significant implications for
global cooperation, supply chains, export and import figures, and
numerous other factors. As observed in the graph above, while both
countries have been adversely affected by global challenges, it is
evident that they have managed to navigate the process relatively
successfully, owing to their leading roles in the global commodity
and energy markets.

Figure 5: The Impact of Geopolitical and Economic Developments
on Exchange Rates: USD/RUB and USD/UAH
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24.01.2025).

Figure 5 illustrates the year-on-year changes in the Russian ruble
(USD/RUB, blue) and the Ukrainian hryvnia (USD/UAH, red)
against the US dollar. Exchange rates are influenced by various
factors, including supply and demand dynamics, interest rates,
inflation rates, economic and political uncertainties, geopolitical
issues, central bank interventions, trade balance, and global financial
market movements.
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In 2014, Russia's annexation of Crimea, which violated international
law, led to Western-imposed sanctions, resulting in a significant
depreciation of the Russian ruble. During the same period, the
Ukrainian hryvnia also lost value against the US dollar due to
military conflicts. Between 2016 and 2019, the recovery in oil prices
helped stabilize the Russian ruble and mitigate its depreciation
against the dollar. However, ongoing political issues and sanctions
from Western countries prevented the ruble from reaching its desired
levels of value. Meanwhile, Ukraine experienced limited progress
during the same period, despite support from Europe, as financial
reforms did not fully deliver the expected outcomes.

Between 2020 and 2022, the negative impacts of the Russia-Ukraine
war on both the Russian ruble and the Ukrainian hryvnia are evident
in the graph. During this period, while Russia continued to face
economic and political sanctions, Ukraine received significant
financial support, particularly from European countries. Both
nations made efforts to protect their local currencies against the US
dollar amidst the war and political pressures.

Russia, in particular, implemented strict fiscal policies and sought to
reduce the valuation pressure of the US dollar on its local currency
by conducting approximately 40% of its oil and natural gas exports
in rubles, 40% in Chinese yuan, and the remaining 20% in other
currencies (Haberrus, 2024). In contrast, Ukraine became
increasingly dependent on support from Western countries and the
United States. This reliance contributed to the continued
depreciation of its local currency in the international arena.

3. The Implications of 2022 Russian-Ukrainian War on
Regional Energy Security Policies

The preliminary symbols of an energy conflict between Russia and
the EU stand entrenched within the initial raid of Ukraine by Russia
in 2014 when the Russian leader Putin inked an accord of agreement
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with pro-Russian leaders of Crimea. Russia's response would be
professed by some specialists as a portion of the great power’s reply
to an altering world-wide system. Even if all EU members have
recognised the Russian action as a break of international law, the
initial response of the EU has been far-off from robust disapproval
and some members would stand unenthusiastic to enact solemn
sanctions in contradiction of Russia, which triggered deliberations
on the appropriateness of EU stepladders to offer somewhat
anticipated costs (Kisacik, 2017: 107-130). The preliminary EU
answer contained particular sanctions, embargos, and asset
restrictions, along with the postponement of EU-Russia talks and
two-sided summits. Additional limitations have encompassed
economic sanctions over Crimea and Sevastopol on top of numerous
segments of the Russian economic system. Subsequently, in 2015,
centred on a European Council decision, the prevailing sanctions
management stays affiliated with the entire execution of the Minsk
arrangements. The EU’s answer to Russia afterward the latter threw
a full-sized raid of Ukraine in February 2022 has been further
conclusive and co-operative in comparison with the annexation in
2014. Along with sanctions on Russian businesses, civil servants,
and corporations, the EU has been involved in a hard duty with the
verdict to constrain the energy resource supply instigating from
Russia. Nevertheless, the divergence of natural gas stands tougher
when compared with oil and the EU's gas supplies may stand
impacted by fit for 40% owing to the interruption of gas. As stated
by the European Commission, the importation prohibition on oil
purchases from Russia would hold an effect on fit for 90 percent of
oil goods, priced at roughly €71 billion per annum as of 2021.
Correspondingly, the EU’s sanctions on Russian coal resources
charge €8 billion yearly to the Russian coal industry. The
Commission has stated in the same document that the EU
additionally spreads over procedures with long-standing influence,
i.e. (1) prohibition on exportations of explicit refining know-hows; (ii)
prohibition on original investment transversely the Russian energy
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sector; (iii)) keeping out Russian nationals or entities from
reservation on gas storage volume within the EU Members, and last
of all a prohibition over pipeline oil importation focused in the
direction of Poland and Germany. Within the framework of the
natural gas commerce with Russia, one of the most instantaneous
sanctions stands for Germany’s conclusion to halt the consent
procedure of the second phase of the contentious massive
Nordstream pipeline project (Wettengel, 2023). Even though the
European countries stand exceedingly in need of Russian gas, the
portion of gas transfer from Russia has progressively lessened,
subsequently the outburst of combat. As stated by Bruegel’s report,
the stream of gas originated from the Nord Stream halted by
September 2022 as well as has not been started again up till now
(Goral, 2023: 88-103).

Correspondingly, the gas stream from the Yamal Pipeline to Europe
would be stopped by 2022 (Ministry of Climate and Environment
Republic of Poland, 2022, Gotev, 2020). The same report similarly
displays that a substantial share of the market vanished by the
Russians stands remunerated by augmented LNG importations.
Amongst others, the US remains, beyond a doubt, the foremost LNG
commerce partner for the EU; subsequently the warfare has begun
(Bedeschi, 2024). Conversely, Russia has answered with
countersanctions to those sanctions levied by the EU. To the degree
that energy commerce remains taken into account, Russia’s
preliminary action has been to aim at the economic facets.
Purchasers of natural gas located at ‘hostile nation-states’ (one
should consider all EU members within this grouping) have been
primarily indebted to recompense for gas in Russian rubles. Natural
gas streams to some EU member states have been halted
consequently. For a while, Russia has permitted natural gas
customers to recompense by foreign currencies (Morrow, 2022).

Presently, the energy commerce relationships between the EU and
Russia remain typically centred on shared interdependency. With the
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contemporary divergence initiatives of the Union, the members stand
endeavouring to discharge themselves from Russia's application of
energy commerce in terms of foreign policy matters. Nevertheless,
it is not so unpretentious for Russia to discover a substitute market
for its gas deposits in the EU. Russia's Deputy Prime Minister
Alexander Novak has acknowledged that “Russia holds every
occasion to begin again the supplies” by benefiting from the
presently idle Yamal-Europe pipeline. Russia’s strategies
undoubtedly display that Russia remains further defenceless in terms
of the energy area in comparison with the European Union (Géral,
2023: 88-103; Knight and Pennington, 2022; Reuters, 2022).

Russia’s incursion of Ukraine has fetched enormous uncertainty,
vehemence, economic breakability and human catastrophe and the
impacts of that incursion have varied transversely across the
continent and out there. The catastrophe has correspondingly
impacted the worldwide energy area. Why does Ukraine stand
imperative for Russia? According to Russia, Ukraine possesses
geostrategic standing due to the fact that it stays one of the most vital
borders with the West. Furthermore, this tactically imperative
location of Ukraine has transformed the last war between the two
nation-states into a multi-player universal struggle wherein the third
parties have turned out to be part of it. In this setting, the effect of
energy security over national security has remained a significant
sample for Ukraine. The economic, industrial, political and military
(Crimean and Eastern Ukraine crises) catastrophes confronted by
Ukraine have instigated it to stand impotent to make available energy
security even now. The position of Ukraine sandwiched between
Europe and Russia and the energy conversion lines passing
throughout its territory transform Ukraine significantly
geostrategically. Simultaneously, the presence of independent
Ukraine in the post-Soviet geography has discovered the necessity
to attach sui generis prominence towards Ukraine, in the meantime,
Russian accession to the Black Sea has been constrained.
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Nevertheless, when Ukraine wanted to turn autonomously from
Russia, it enfolded between the West and Russia, and this state of
affairs ended up with some catastrophes. These catastrophes have
formed a geopolitical obstructive impact within Ukraine. Since
2014, Ukraine, which remains reliant on Russia for natural gas
supply, has correspondingly mislaid Eastern Ukraine and Crimea,
where the principal resources of oil, natural gas, coal, silver and
aluminum stand positioned. Consequently, Ukraine has misplaced its
place which constrained Russia’s departure to the Black Sea (Goral,
2023: 88-103).

The topographical position of Ukraine, its position in terms of energy
security, accommodating numerous pipelines possessed by Russia
and its place at an important point in Eurasian energy security remain
of unique interest for Europe. 66% of the natural gas provided to the
EU is accessed into Europe via Ukrainian territories. One pipeline
located in the territory of Ukraine does transport Russian oil, and
three pipelines do transfer Russian gas to Europe. Ukraine stands as
the important transportation nation-state within Europe. It holds a
useful geostrategic location as a type of ‘gas bridge’ flanked by
Russia and Western states. The stated oil pipeline stands for the
Druzha (Friendship) Line, and the gas pipelines stay for the Bratsva
(Brotherhood) Line, Soyuz (Unity) Line, and also the Trans-Balkan
Line. For example, the most vital and awkward pipeline via which
Russia sells oil to Europe is the Druzhba pipeline. This line stands at
4000 km and is the lengthiest pipeline in the world. It is able to
transport 70 % of Russian oil toward Europe, and it remains one of
the foremost explanations for the EU’s dependency on Russia for
energy. It remains a pipeline that does go to Ukraine, Slovakia, the
Chechia, Poland and Hungary, ultimately bringing oil to Germany
(Kisacik, 2017: 167-171).

Subsequently, after the energy catastrophes with Ukraine, Russia
made a decision to circumvent Ukraine and construct two brand-new
gas lines. The Nord Stream over Germany and the Turkish Stream
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over Tiirkiye gas lines have permitted Russia to allocate gas with
their transference volumes (Coop, 2020; Monin, 2025; Sziklaia et
al., 2020: 1-14). To disregard or curtail the Ukraine choice, Russia
would ink an auspicious 30-year pact with China for the stream of
Russian gas by May 2014. In addition, this agreement has provided
to Russia for accessing into brand-new paths for energy
collaboration (Chang-Liao, 2023: 226-247; Leiab and Sui, 2024:
1224-1243; Liu, 2024: 542-557; Sagild and Hsiung, 2024: 1-16).

Subsequently, the gas crises happened with Ukraine, the most central
reaction of Russia has remained to eliminate Ukraine from the
location of standing a transfer state in terms of gas sales and also to
discover brand-new markets (Riley, 2024; The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Russian Federation, 2025). The Russia-tempted
uncertainty within Ukraine, which began in 2014 and persisted by
2022, holds an undesirable influence on the energy stream towards
the EU. Looking for steadiness, Ukraine espouses Western-focused
strategies to counter-balance Russia, which it perceives as the major
danger. In consequence, together with the conflict that began in
2022, Ukraine stands nowadays in a nearer connection with its
Western associates on energy. Conversely, while the foremost energy
security alarm within the twentieth century would be the accession
to oil, the energy security pattern within the twenty-first century has
more concentrated on constructing multilayered, economic, political
and environmental energy security policies. It remains clear that
there stands a fight to generate energy security via the broadening of
energy sources and directions. Ukraine has understood that it is
obliged to make such a fight accompanied by the warfare that began
by 2022 (Goral, 2023: 88-103).

Notwithstanding the European Union’s activities to reduce its
snowballing energy importation need on Russia in the 2000s, it
remains undoubtedly realised that by reason of lessening inner
energy deposits in addition to turmoil in terms of EU’s energy
providers neighbouring abroad, Russia stands holding its location to
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continue the principal energy seller of the EU. Even supposing the
EU has been focussing on augmenting renewable energy resources
further in the past few terms, Moscow stays advancing such new gas
transportation initiatives as Nord Stream 2 holding 55 bem capacity
annually. There are plentiful discussions on whether or not this
initiative will remain valuable for Russia and Europe. For example,
Russia is certain that this pipeline stands as geoeconomically and
geostrategically a WIN-WIN occasion for entirely the associated
parties, while most EU countries and institutions highlight it will
additionally supplement the unequal energy need amid Russia and
Europe besides it will additionally merge Russia’s leading situation
within the EU energy market in nearby and upcoming years.
Consequently, it can be concluded that the fortune of this initiative
will stay put forward by the accompanying aspects of 2022 Russian-
Ukrainian Warfare. In terms of the EU level, owing to the Russian
outburst to Ukraine within the last days of February 2022, the
principal German government has put off the approval process of
NS-2, exceedingly greeted by Ukraine. It stays indeterminate
whether NS-2 will repetitively remain started; in addition, political
variations may correspondingly sorrow its becoming operative later
on. The ongoing sanctioning strategies oblige EU members to search
for alternative providers as well. At present, it seems decidedly
implausible that Russian gas will continuously re-emerge. Providing
that Russian gas via NS 1-2 stands not accessible, there will be an
instantaneous gas absence. In the meantime, NS remains an
underwater pipeline, gas instigating from liquefaction stations of
corresponding total capacity located contiguous Greifswald, the
entry point to Germany, possibly will stand distributed the same way
the gas NS has remained. It is not vivacious if this will stand
satisfactory to make available gas to recurrently internal Central
Europe. The Union does lack coordination when members have
widely divergent selections for substituting Russian oil. Penalizing
Russian gas with its advantage within residential heating remains a
topic lingering all the more subtle. It stands seen that why several
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nation-states stand unenthusiastic to be part of it. If the EU desires
to stand influential in terms of energy, it ought to initially galvanise
the dictums of the Energy Union and constitute a firmed access to
energy, counting its individual supply security midst its members
(Yilmaz et al., 2024: 859-887).

The Moscow-Kyiv warfare which began with the armed operation
of Russia to Ukraine on February 24, 2022, has invigorated alarms
concerning European energy security. Albeit the extensive sanctions
executed counter to Russia do not take in its energy sector, Moscow
has answered to these sanctions by cutting off the gas supply to the
EU. Succeeding this, Brussels has activated to try to find brand-new
supplies side-stepping Russia as well as to turn on the way to
alternate energy resources. Qatar has stood as one of the countries
coming to the forefront. Nevertheless, for the Qatari Energy
Minister, neither his country nor any other country holds the
necessary volume to replace the supply of Russian piped gas to
Europe. Furthermore, the Qatari Energy Minister has highlighted
that a countless percentage of Qatari gas stands held in reserve for
Asian purchasers with long-standing agreements. Solely 10-15
percent of Qatar’s gas volume may well stand transferred to Europe.
He has similarly detailed that Russia supplies 30—40 percent of
Europe's requirements, and any supplier state is able to handle this
gap. Ursula von der Leyen, the President of the EU Commission, has
commented that the catastrophe has undoubtedly publicised to
Europe that the continent remains too reliant on Russian gas.
European states are obliged to put a lot of money into renewable
energy along with concentrating on supplier variations. Russia stays
in charge of the prevailing catastrophe, and, for Leyen, it will
speedily finish the sanctions package. Correspondingly, as the Euro-
Atlantic Bloc, it had better execute essential procedures to harden
Russian destructive strategies to implement. Leyen has similarly
emphasised that the Nord Stream 2 pipeline postponement verdict
by Germany stands as a precise one. This pipeline ought to stand
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assessed within the milieu of providing gas to the whole of Europe.
Supply divergence and enormous funds in terms of renewable energy
sources remain tactical efforts for Europe’s energy liberation. In
these settings, Brussels desires to accelerate the conversion to
renewable energy resources in addition to accessing the goal stage
of reducing greenhouse gas emissions by no less than 55 percent by
2030. The energy sector stands accountable for in excess of 75
percent of EU greenhouse gas emissions. Growing the share of non-
fossil energy diagonally, varied sections of the economic system
remain as a significant physical alliance for reaching EU energy in
addition to ecological objectives for decreasing gas streams by at
least 55 percent (when compared with 1990) by 2030, and to turn out
to be an eco-friendly continent by 2050 (Kisacik and Alvan, 2024:
147-161).

Europe has bought very high volumes of Russian liquefied natural
gas (LNG) by 2024. Notwithstanding profoundly dropping its
purchasing of piped Russian gas — a crucial source of income for
Russia's conflict chest — succeeding the Kremlin’s full-sized
incursion of Ukraine, Europe has progressively purchased LNG
from Russia and other supplier states. European ports have gotten
17.8 million tons of Russian-originated LNG as of 2024, in excess
of 2 million tons above when compared with 2023. When the
quantity is examined, Europe has bought 49.5 billion cubic meters
(becm) of Russian piped gas together with 24.2 bem in the form of
LNG, as stated by Jan-Eric Féhnrich, who is a gas analyst at Rystad
Energy. Fahnrich has addressed that some of these purchases have
been sold back to other states. The Centre for Research on Energy
and Clean Air’s data has mentioned the European Union has bought
17.5 million tons of Russian LNG by 2024 — a 14% year-on-year
increase in terms of volume — calculated as 7.32 billion euros ($7.5
billion). As stated by Vaibhav Raghunandan, a Russia analyst at Crea
has underlined fact that “The reason for the rise is fairly simple.
Russian LNG is offered at a discount to alternative suppliers with no
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sanctions imposed on the commodity, companies are operating in
their own self-interest and buying increasing quantities of gas from
the cheapest supplier.” As of June 2024, the EU has mentioned that
it stands going to prohibit the “transshipment” of Russian LNG that
is transferred to non-EU states and forbid original investments and
services in terms of LNG generation initiatives within Russia
beginning from March 2025 (Gavin and Coi, 2025; Humpert, 2025;
The Moscow Times, 2025).

Figure 6: Russian LNG Exportations to Europe

EU Boosts Russian LNG Imports to Record

Bloomberg

Source: “Europe Still Clings to Russia Gas With Record LNG Flow
This  Year”, FEnergy  Connects, 20 December 2024,
https://www.energyconnects.com/news/gas-

Ing/2024/december/europe-still-clings-to-russia-gas-with-record-
Ing-flow-this-year/, (Accessed on: 25.01.2025).

Russian gas sales through Soviet-time pipelines going via Ukraine
towards Europe have been stopped in the initial hours of New Year's
Day as a transportation contract passed on and belligerent Moscow
and Kyiv have been unsuccessful in concluding a deal for continuing
the streams (Vakulenko, 2025). The closure of Russia’s first gas
direction to Europe ended with a ten-year of anxious relationships
flickered by Russia’s annexation of Crimea in 2014. Ukraine would
stop purchasing Russian gas in 2015. Ukraine’s Energy Minister
German Galushchenko has stated, “We stopped the transit of Russian
gas. This is a historic event. Russia is losing its markets; it will suffer
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financial losses. Europe has already made the decision to abandon
Russian gas.” The slowdown of gas streams would be anticipated
within the combat, which began in February 2022. Ukraine has
remained inflexible, and it stands not going to prolong the contract
in the armed struggle. As stated by an industry source, in 2024,
Gazprom presumed the non-appearance of gas transportation
through Ukraine, which represents approximately half of Russia’s
entire pipeline gas sales towards Europe. Russia already sells gas
through the TurkStream pipeline over the basin of the Black Sea.
TurkStream holds two lines - one stands reserved for the Turkish
local market, and the other one stays reserved for providing gas to
central European customers, including Hungary and Serbia. The
European Union has augmented its initiatives to decrease its need for
Russian energy, subsequently, the outburst of the armed struggle
within Ukraine as of 2022 through the quest for substitute source
options (France 24, 2025).

The Russian Ministry of Defence has stated that the Russkaya
compressor station in the Krasnodar area preserved steady actions;
subsequently, the armed thwarted a drone attack on January 11. As
stated in the explanation, the nine unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs)
guided by Ukraine would be shot down entirely. The facility in the
village of Gai-Kodzor serves TurkStream. The gas pipeline is going
beneath the Black Sea to the Thrace region in the European part of
Tiirkiye. The remains from one put-down drone would result in
negligible injury to a building and equipment at a gas metering unit.
The outbreak in TurkStream infrastructure aggravates doubts in
terms of gas supply attributable to colder winter. The suspected
occurrence would happen when European countries, particularly
Britain, are worried about the decreasing stages of gas storage. Most
of the pressure descending can be explained by the powerful cold.
There remains an additional foremost feature. Ukraine has objected
to reintroducing an agreement with Russia, faltering the stream of
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gas to Central Europe at the commencement of the year. It does
enable TurkStream, in excess of 930 kilometers in length, to be the
sole enduring straight pipeline. It persists in Bulgaria, Serbia, and
Hungary and is named the Balkan Stream. Remarkably, there stands
correspondingly the Blue Stream interconnection underneath the
Black Sea, which transports the fuel to Asia Minor (Todorovi¢,
2025). Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov has labelled this attack
a piece of energy terrorism. He has addressed that Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov and Gazprom are opening a brand-new tab,
and CEO Alexei Miller has deliberated the suspected occurrence
with their Turkish counterparts. Peskov has labelled this action as a
brand-new connection in a chain of movements that he did say have
been unsafe for customers and comprised blasts, the groundwork of
blasts, and disrupt of the Nord Stream pipeline between Russia and
Europe. Reuters possibly will not approve that Ukrainian drones had
endeavoured to outbreak pipeline infrastructure within Russia,
which did send tens of thousands of troops into Ukraine nearly three
years before. Ukraine’s Foreign Ministry has not instantly responded
to a demand for comment. Ukrainian officials have formerly rejected
their state’s participation in blasts that hurt the Nord Stream pipeline
(Reuters, 2025; The Maritime Executive, 2025). In this context,
Hungarian Foreign Minister Peter Szijjarto has mentioned recently
that.

An alleged attack on the Turkish Stream pipeline constitutes an
attack on the sovereign rights of the countries that use it. Security
of the energy supply is a matter of sovereignty, therefore, every
action that threatens the security of our energy supply must be
considered an attack against sovereignty. Hungary expects that
the TurkStream will remain safe and functional. The TurkStream
pipeline is critical for natural gas supply in Hungary and Central
Europe. This freight route has been operating reliably for many
years, both carriers and transit countries adhere to their
contractual obligations and behave consistently” (Ozturk, 2025).
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Russian Permanent Representative to the United Nations Vasily
Nebenzya has underlined the following aspects of this issue.

The January 11 attack on the TurkStream pipeline’s compressor
station in the Krasnodar Region stands out in the series of attacks
carried out by the Kiev regime. The expired Ukrainian president
had refused to extend a contract on the transit of gas to Europe
through Ukraine. We have every reason to believe that the attack
on the TurkStream infrastructure was carried out on a tip-off by
Washington and London, who are interested in getting the EU
hooked on expensive liquified natural gas from the US. The thing
to remember is that it is these two countries that prevent the launch
of an impartial international investigation into the September
2022 terrorist attack on the Nord Stream pipelines. The
conclusions are clear, so to speak (TASS-Russian News Agency,
2025).

Figure 7: Russian Gas Flows to Europe Between 2018 and
2024 and Russian Gas Pipelines Toward Europe

Russian piped gas flows to Europe steady through December

Source: Stuart Elliott, “Gas market on alert after Russia claims
Ukrainian attack on TurkStream station," S&P Global, 13 January
2025, https://www.spglobal.com/commodity-insights/en/news-
research/latest-news/natural-gas/011325-gas-market-on-alert-after-

94



russia-claims-ukrainian-attack-on-turkstream-station; Chloe Le
Coq, " Breaking the Link: Costs and Benefits of Shutting Down
Europe's Last Gas Pipeline from Russia," Free Network, 13 January
2025, https://freepolicybriefs.org/2025/01/13/russian-pipeline-gas/,
(Accessed on: 25.01.2025).

Conclusion

War has a profoundly negative impact on various indicators,
including human life, socio-cultural structures, financial markets,
economic indicators, inflation rates, quality of life, rising production
costs, disruptions in production volume, and fluctuations in import
and export rates. As a result, war entails devastating consequences
both for humanity and the economy. The adverse effects of war are
not limited to the countries directly engaged in conflict; they also
extend to nations involved in trade partnerships, those affected due
to their geopolitical position, and countries suffering from
disruptions in the supply chain. With the impact of globalization,
financial markets worldwide are rapidly influenced by changes in
trade volumes, financial and economic crises, and access to financial
markets (Bayri, 2024: 83).

In today's world, wars are a significant factor in the negative impact
on the economic and financial markets, not only in the participating
countries but also in the global economy as a whole. It is well known
that both before and during wars, military expenditures, particularly
in the defence industry, increase, leading to a rise in public spending
and damage to public resources. The Russian invasion of Ukraine
exposed global markets and financial systems, which had just begun
recovering from the pandemic, to yet another major risk. Given their
inherently fragile structure, financial markets have faced numerous
risks as a consequence of this war (Bakan, 2022: 70).

Wars have a direct impact on commodity markets. In particular, the
European Union (EU) countries, due to their dependence on Russia
for natural gas, have faced significant challenges related to energy
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supply disruptions and political sanctions. As a result, EU nations
have encountered critical issues concerning energy security. In
response to these challenges, they have accelerated their planned
renewable energy projects and shifted their focus toward short-term
energy planning to mitigate the immediate risks posed by the crisis
(Battir and Yigittepe, 2023: 568).

This study not only examines the impact of the war between Russia
and Ukraine on economic indicators, commodity markets, and
exchange rate fluctuations during the relevant periods but also
provides insights into how these factors evolved in previous years.
Between 2014 and 2016, global Brent crude oil and natural gas
prices declined due to an oversupply in the market. However, with
the onset of the war in 2022, prices surged, particularly due to Russia
and Ukraine's dominant position in energy markets. This increase
was driven by both the reduction in production caused by the war
and the sanctions imposed on Russia, which further exacerbated
price hikes for these commodities. Similarly, as two of the world's
leading grain producers, Russia and Ukraine's involvement in the
war led to a sharp rise in wheat prices. Additionally, coal prices in
international markets also increased as a result of the war,
significantly affecting EU countries that are heavily dependent on
energy imports, thereby intensifying energy crises and highlighting
the growing need for renewable energy sources.

When examining price fluctuations in sunflower oil, a crucial global
commodity, it is observed that between 2014 and 2020, prices
generally followed a downward trend. However, due to the war and
diplomatic tensions between Russia and Ukraine, along with the
political pressures imposed by Europe on Russia, Moscow blocked
Ukraine’s key export routes for sunflower oil, which supplies a
substantial portion of global demand. This disruption led to supply
chain issues, followed by strong demand-driven price surges. In
response, Ukraine sought alternative logistical routes, and Tirkiye
played a decisive and strategic role in this situation. Tiirkiye’s
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intervention was widely acknowledged, and many countries
expressed their appreciation for its efforts.

An analysis of the impact of the war on the inflation rates of Russia
and Ukraine reveals that the Ukrainian economy was significantly
affected, particularly in 2022, due to the war’s adverse effects.
During this period, Ukraine became highly dependent on the support
of the EU and the United States. Meanwhile, Russia also faced
severe consequences due to international sanctions and economic
policies imposed in response to the war. In this context, the EU's
decision to remove Russia from the SWIFT system disrupted
transactions in international financial markets and hindered energy
payments. Furthermore, an analysis of exchange rate fluctuations
against the US dollar during the same period indicates that both
countries' local currencies depreciated in 2022 as a direct
consequence of the war. This depreciation is interpreted as an
indication of both rising inflation and a decline in energy exports.

Given the rapidly evolving global markets and systemic risks
associated with globalization, all nations must act with diligence to
prevent future crises and establish lasting economic and financial
stability. In the coming years, to mitigate the adverse effects of
similar geopolitical conflicts on international financial markets and
to ensure energy security, political and financial stability programs
should be implemented. These programs should emphasize
international cooperation and trust, particularly in areas such as
trade, financial markets, economic indicators, and policymaking.

When Ukraine wishes to turn its face to the Euro-Atlantic Bloc, it
has been encountering Russian sanctioning policies, especially in
terms of the suspension of energy flows, which strongly affects
Europe mostly due to the fact that more than 66 percent of Russian
energy going to Europe is passing through Ukraine. Following the
Russian incursion into Crimea in 2014, the Euro-Atlantic Bloc has
continuously been executing updated and comprehensive sanctions
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against Russia. Even if the EU has been trying to cut Russian energy
supplies, it cannot be successful due to some of its members' high
dependence on Russian energy importation. Within this milieu, even
if Russia has been affected by the sanctioning policies of the Euro-
Atlantic Bloc since 2014, it has been succeeding in developing
energy-based relationships with huge consumers, namely Tiirkiye,
China, and India. In that case, one should look at the successful
practices of Turk Stream as well as the power of Siberia Natural Gas
Pipelines. Subsequently 2022, Russian "special military operation
towards Ukraine" in order to stop the pro-Western tendencies as well
as the alleged de-Nazification process, the Western world has also
been endeavouring to halt energy streams from Russia to Europe. In
that context, mutual accusations on the suspension of energy flows
and the fight for dominance over the energy markets have been
ongoing between Russia and the US.

Russia has been blaming Ukraine, Europe and US for organizing
military attacks towards its vitally significant energy transportation
projects like Turk Stream and Nord Stream 2 and also purchasing
very expensive U.S.-based LNG when compared with the Russian
gas, whereas Ukraine-Europe-U.S. tripartite have been accused of
Russia to still benefiting from energy as a means of political and
economic pressure. Where this process will evolve in the
forthcoming terms will be determined by the existing and probable
state of affairs with regard to the fate of the current Russian-
Ukrainian War. Also, the new Donald Trump administration policies
towards this stalemate may be influential in the near and long term
on world energy markets as well.
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2025 ve Sonrasi
Donemde Tiirkiye’nin
Giivenlik
Politikalarmin Olasi

KENT Egiliminin Analizi
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NTERNATIONAL STRATEGIC RESFARCH AND APPLICATION CER

Oz

Bu calisma, Tiirkiye'nin dinamik bolgesel ve kiiresel manzaraya yanit olarak
gelisen giivenlik politikalarmi analiz etmektedir. Bu politikalarin tarihsel
gelisimini inceler ve temel belirleyicilerini belirler. 2025 sonrasi kiiresel giivenlik
ortaminda ortaya cikabilecek olasi senaryolar ve bu senaryolarin Tiirkiye'yi nasil
etkileyebilecegi lizerinde durulmaktadir. Hizla gelisen yapay zeka teknolojilerinin
etkilerine, gilivenlik cergevelerine sunduklari faydalar1 ve tehditleri kesfetmeye
0zel bir vurgu yapilmaktadir. Calismada ayrica, Tiirkiye'nin stratejik hedefleri ve
bu hedeflerin giivenlik politikalari iizerindeki etkileri ele alinmakta, 6zellikle Orta
Dogu, Dogu Akdeniz, Karadeniz ve Avrupa'daki bolgesel ve kiiresel giic
dinamiklerinin 6nemi degerlendirilmektedir.

Ayrica, Tirkiye'nin savunma sanayiindeki yenilikleri ve teknolojik gelismelerin
giivenlik stratejileri lizerindeki doniistiiriicii etkilerini vurgulamaktadir. Analiz,
Tiirkiye'nin mevcut ve gelecekteki giivenlik politikalarina kapsamli bir genel bakis
sunmay1 ve politika yapicilarin gelisen giivenlik ortaminda yollarini bulmalart i¢in
eyleme gegirilebilir dneriler sunmay1 amagliyor. Bu disiplinler arasi yaklagim,
Tirkiyemin ulusal ve wuluslararast giivenlik baglamimin  anlagilmasin
gliclendirmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Giivenlik politikasi, jeopolitik dinamikler, savunma sanayi,
Yapay Zeka, teknolojik gelismeler.

@ Prof. Dr., Istanbul Kent University, Faculty of Economics, Administrative and
Social Sciences, International Relations

104



Analysis of the Possible Trends of Turkey's Security Policies in the
Period of 2025 and Beyond

Abstract

This study analyzes Tiirkiye's evolving security policies in response to the
dynamic regional and global landscape. It examines the historical development of
these policies and identifies their primary determinants. Attention is given to the
potential scenarios that may arise in the global security environment post-2025
and how these scenarios might impact Tiirkiye. A particular emphasis is placed on
the implications of rapidly advancing artificial intelligence technologies,
exploring the benefits and threats they present to security frameworks.
Additionally, the study discusses Tiirkiye's strategic goals and their influence on
security policies while assessing the significance of regional and global power
dynamics, particularly in the Middle East, Eastern Mediterranean, Black Sea, and
Europe.

Furthermore, it highlights innovations within Tiirkiye's defence industry and the
transformative effects of technological advancements on security strategies. The
analysis aims to provide a comprehensive overview of Tiirkiye's current and future
security policies, offering actionable suggestions for policymakers to navigate the
evolving security landscape. This interdisciplinary approach enhances the
understanding of Tiirkiye's national and international security context.

Keywords: Security policy, geopolitical dynamics, defense industry, Artificial
Intelligence, technological developments.
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Giris

Tiirkiye'nin giivenlik politikalari, stirekli degisen bolgesel ve kiiresel
dinamiklere bagli olarak yeniden sekillenmektedir. 2025 ve
sonrasinda, bu politikalarin hangi yonlere evrilecegi, yalnizca
iilkenin kendi i¢ dinamikleriyle degil, ayn1 zamanda uluslararasi
sistemin karmasikligi ve cok boyutlu tehditlerle de dogrudan
iliskilidir (Onis, 2020). Bu ¢alisma, Tirkiye'nin giivenlik
politikalarmin potansiyel gelisim yonlerini derinlemesine analiz
etmeyi amaglamaktadir.

Calismada, ilk olarak Tiirkiye’nin tarith boyunca giivenlik
politikalarmin nasil evrildigi incelenecek ve bu politikalarin temel
belirleyicileri degerlendirilecektir (Ziircher, 2017). Daha sonra, 2025
sonrasindaki kiiresel gilivenlik ortaminda ortaya cikabilecek olasi
senaryolar ve bu ortamin Tiirkiye lizerindeki etkileri ele alinacaktir.
Ozellikle hizla gelisen yapay zeka teknolojilerinin giivenlik
politikalarina etkisi, bu teknolojilerin saglayabilecegi katkilar ve
olusturabilecegi yeni tehditler detayl bir sekilde degerlendirilecektir
(Horowitz, 2018).

Ayrica, Tiirkiye’nin stratejik hedeflerinin belirlenmesi siireci ile bu
hedeflerin giivenlik politikalarina etkisi tartisilacak ve bolgesel ile
kiiresel gii¢ dengelerinin Tiirkiye’nin politikalarindaki yeri
incelenecektir. Orta Dogu, Dogu Akdeniz, Karadeniz ve Avrupa
bolgelerinin Tiirkiye'nin giivenlik stratejileri tizerindeki etkileri de
derinlemesine analiz edilecektir (Hale, 2013). Bununla birlikte,
savunma sanayisindeki yenilikler, teknolojik gelismelerin giivenlik
politikalarindaki dontstiiriicti etkileri ve inovasyon odakli adimlar
bu calismanin temel odak noktalar1 arasinda yer alacaktir (Saygin,
2022).

Son olarak, bu analiz, Tiirkiye'nin mevcut ve gelecekteki giivenlik
politikalarma iliskin kapsamli bir degerlendirme sunmay1
hedeflemektedir. Calismada sadece gilincel durumun analiziyle
smirli  kalimmayacak; degisen gilivenlik ortamina uyum
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saglayabilecek yenilik¢i stratejiler gelistirilmesi adina politika
yapicilara yonelik onerilerde de bulunulacaktir (Kardas ve Erdag,
2019). Calismada yer alan tiim bilgiler, disiplinler arasi bir
perspektifle ele alinarak ulusal ve uluslararas1 baglamda konunun
daha 1yi anlasilmasina katki saglayacaktir.

Tiirkiye'nin Giivenlik Politikalarimin Tarihsel Gelisimi

Tiirkiye’nin ~ giivenlik  politikalar, Osmanli  Imparatorlugu
doneminden baslayarak Cumbhuriyet’in kurulusuna ve giliniimiize
kadar wuzanan wuzun bir silireci kapsamaktadir. Osmanh
Imparatorlugu’nun yiikselme donemindeki giivenlik anlayisi,
sinirlarin korunmasi ve genisletilmesi amaciyla stratejik askeri
istiinliige dayaniyordu (Hale, 2013). Bu donemde askeri giic,
giivenlik politikalarinin temel tas1 olarak goriilmiis ve Osmanli’nin
biliyiik bir imparatorluk olarak varligini siirdiirebilmesine biiyiik
katki saglamistir. Ancak 19. ylizyilin sonlarina dogru, Osmanh
Imparatorlugu’nun zayiflamasi, Batili giiclerin artan baskilar1 ve i¢
isyanlar nedeniyle savunmaci bir giivenlik anlayisi benimsenmistir
(Karaosmanoglu, 2000: 204). Bu degisim, Osmanli’nin son
doneminde ulusal bagimsizlik fikrinin giiclenmesine de zemin
hazirlamistir.

Cumhuriyet’in  kurulusuyla  birlikte  Tirkiye’nin  giivenlik
politikalarinda yeni bir doneme girilmistir. Lozan Antlagmasi’nin
ardindan modern Tiirkiye, sinirlarin1 garanti altina almay1 ve dis
miidahalelere kars1 i¢ giivenligi saglamay1 oncelik haline getirmistir
(Ziircher, 2017). Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk’iin “Yurtta sulh, cihanda
sulh” ilkesi dogrultusunda gen¢ Cumhuriyet, baris¢il bir dis politika
izlemeyi tercih etmis ve i¢ glivenligi giiclendirmeye odaklanmaistir.

Ancak, II. Diinya Savasi sonras1 degisen uluslararasi gii¢ dengeleri,
Tiirkiye’nin gilivenlik anlayisin1 yeniden sekillendirmistir. Soguk
Savas doneminde, Tiirkiye’nin NATO’ya katilimiyla birlikte Bati
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blogunun 6nemli bir parcasi haline gelmesi, Sovyetler Birligi’nden
gelebilecek tehditlere karsi savunma stratejilerinin Bati cergevesinde
olusturulmasina yol agmistir (Karaca, 2020).

Soguk Savas’in sona ermesi ve 1990’11 yillarda ortaya ¢ikan yeni
tehditler, Tiirkiye nin gilivenlik politikalarinda énemli doniisiimlere
yol agmustir. Ozellikle PKK terdr orgiitiiniin artan faaliyetleri,
Tiirkiye’nin i¢ giivenlik Onceliklerini belirlemis ve Glineydogu
Anadolu  Bolgesi’nde kapsamli  operasyonlarin  yapilmasini
gerektirmistir. Ayn1 donemde, Korfez Savasi sonrast Irak’taki
istikrarsizlik ve ABD’nin bolgedeki politikalar, Tiirkiye’nin
bolgesel giivenlik yaklagimlarini yeniden gézden gegirmesine neden
olmustur (SSB, 2024).

2000’11 yillara gelindiginde ise, kiiresel ve bolgesel dinamiklerin
etkisiyle Tiirkiye’nin giivenlik politikalar1 daha karmagik bir hal
almistir. 11 Eylil saldirilar1 sonrasinda artan uluslararasi terdrizm
tehdidi, Tirkiye’'nin NATO’daki roliinii giliclendirmis ve ayni
zamanda kiiresel terérle miicadelede is birligini artirmasina neden
olmustur. Ancak bu donemde Orta Dogu’da artan siyasi
istikrarsizlik, 6zellikle Suriye ve Irak’taki i¢ savaslar, Tiirkiye’ nin
sinir giivenligini ciddi sekilde tehdit etmistir. PKK ve ISID gibi
orgiitlerin faaliyetleri (Sar1 ve Tinas, 2018), Tiirkiye’nin giivenlik
onceliklerini yeniden sekillendirmistir.

Rusya ile iligkilerdeki dalgalanmalar da bu donemin bir baska
onemli unsurudur. 2015 yilinda yasanan ucak krizi, Tiirkiye nin
bolgesel giivenlik politikalarinda riskleri dengeleme ¢abasini agikca
ortaya koymustur. Dogu Akdeniz ve Katkasya’daki gelismeler de
Tiirkiye’nin jeostratejik Onemini artirmig, dolayisiyla giivenlik
politikalarmin  daha genis bir cografyada etkili olmasini
gerektirmistir (SETA, 2024). Bu dontistimler, Tiirkiye’nin yalnizca
tehditlere karsi savunma mekanizmalarini giliclendirme c¢abalarini
degil, ayn1 zamanda uluslararas1 arenada bagimsiz bir gii¢ olma
arayisini da yansitmaktadir. Tiirkiye’nin giivenlik politikalarinin
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tarihsel evrimi, gelecekteki stratejik adimlarin1 anlamak i¢in 6nemli
bir temel sunmaktadir.

2025 ve Sonrasi Donemde Kiiresel Giivenlik Ortami

2025 ve sonrast donemde kiiresel gilivenlik ortami, hizla degisen
uluslararas1 dinamikler ve gii¢ dengeleri nedeniyle daha karmasik ve
belirsiz bir hal alacaktir (Nye, 2017). Kiiresel gii¢ merkezlerinin
artmasi, tlkeler arasindaki rekabeti yogunlastirirken giivenlik
tehditlerinin ¢esitlenmesine neden olacaktir. Teknolojinin hizla
ilerledigi bu donemde, siber giivenlik tehditleri, otonom silah
sistemleri ve yapay zeka destekli savas teknolojileri, ulusal ve
uluslararas1 giivenlik politikalariin ana unsurlar1 haline gelecektir
(Horowitz, 2018). Bu yeni riskler, savunma stratejilerinin yeniden
sekillenmesini zorunlu kilacaktir.

Siber saldirilar, devletlerarasi1 savas risklerini artirmanin o6tesinde,
kritik altyapilarin korunmasini ve veri giivenligini oncelikli hale
getirecektir (Kello, 2017). Kamu kurumlar1 ve 6zel sektdr, bu
tehditlere karsi onlemler almak zorunda kalirken uluslararasi is
birlikleri de biiyilk 6nem kazanacaktir. Bunun yani sira, uzayda
yiriitiilen askeri faaliyetler ve uzay tabanli giivenlik politikalar
giderek daha fazla dikkat ¢ekecektir (DoD, 2011).

Kiiresel gilivenlik ortaminin bir baska onemli unsuru, cevresel
tehditlerin artan etkisidir. iklim degisikliginin yol agtig1 dogal
afetler, gida ve su krizleri, kitlesel go¢ hareketleri ve biyolojik
tehditler, uluslararasi toplumun acil olarak ¢d6zmesi gereken
meseleler arasindadir (International Energy Agency, 2023). Cevresel
sorunlar, ekonomik ve sosyal istikrar1 oldugu kadar ulusal giivenlik
onceliklerini de dogrudan etkilemektedir.

Bolgesel diizeyde ise, etnik ve dini catismalarin devam etmesi
muhtemeldir. Orta Dogu, Katkasya, Afrika ve Asya gibi bolgelerde
siiregelen istikrarsizliklar, sinir asan terdrizm tehditlerini artirabilir.
Bu baglamda Tiirkiye’nin jeostratejik konumu, gilivenlik
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politikalarinin merkezinde yer alacaktir. Ozellikle Suriye ve
Irak’taki istikrarsizlik, Dogu Akdeniz’deki enerji rekabeti ve
Kafkasya’daki gerilimler, Tiirkiye’nin dis politika dnceliklerini ve
giivenlik stratejilerini dogrudan etkilemeye devam edecektir.

Go¢ hareketleri de bu donemde giivenlik ortamini sekillendiren
onemli bir unsur olacaktir. Catisma bdlgelerinden kacan milyonlarca
insan, sinir gilivenligi ve insani yardim politikalarinin yeniden
degerlendirilmesini gerektirecektir. Tiirkiye, bu siiregte hem cografi
konumu hem de insani yaklagimlari nedeniyle 6nemli bir aktor
olmay1 siirdiirecektir. Miiltecilerin barinma, sosyal uyum ve
ekonomik etkileri, Tiirkiye nin ulusal giivenlik politikalarinin odak
noktalarindan biri olmaya devam edecektir.

Enerji giivenligi ise, 2025 sonrasinda kiiresel giivenlik giindeminin
onemli basliklarindan biri olacaktir. Fosil yakitlarin sinirli olmasi ve
yenilenebilir enerjiye gecisin hizlanmasi, enerji arz giivenligiyle
ilgili yeni riskler doguracaktir. Dogu Akdeniz’deki enerji
kaynaklarinin paylasimi {izerindeki gerilimler, Tiirkiye’nin bu
alandaki politikalarinda daha aktif bir rol oynamasini gerektirecektir.
Tiirkiye, enerji arz giivenligini saglamak icin bolgesel ve kiiresel is
birligi mekanizmalarina katilimini artirmalidir.

Yapay Zeka ve Giivenlik Politikalari

Giliniimiiz diinyasinda yapay zeka (YZ), giivenlik politikalarinda
giderek daha kritik bir rol istlenmektedir. Bu teknoloji, sir
giivenliginden terdrle miicadeleye, istihbarat analizlerinden askeri
operasyonlarin planlanmasina kadar bircok alanda yenilikgi
¢oziimler sunmaktadir (Reff—20H9). Yapay zekanin, giivenlik
politikalarmma  entegrasyonu, yalnizca operasyonel etkinligi
artirmakla kalmamakta, ayni zamanda tehditlere karsi Onleyici
tedbirler gelistirilmesini de saglamaktadir. Ancak bu entegrasyon,
etik ve hukuki sorular1 da beraberinde getirmektedir.
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Ozellikle veri giivenliginin saglanmasi, kullanilan algoritmalarin
dogrulugu ve tarafsizligi ile insan haklarinin ihlal edilmemesi gibi
konular, yapay zekanin gilivenlik politikalarina entegrasyonunda
iizerinde durulmasi gereken kritik alanlardir. Bu baglamda Tiirkiye,
yapay zeka teknolojilerinin giivenlik stratejilerinde daha etkin bir
sekilde kullanilabilmesi i¢in ulusal bir plan gelistirmelidir. Bu plan,
hangi teknolojilerin hangi alanlarda kullanilacagini netlestirmeli ve
etik standartlar1 koruma altina almalidir. Ayn1 zamanda, uluslararasi
normlara ve diizenlemelere uyum saglayarak, kiiresel is birligini
tesvik etmek de onemlidir.

Yapay zeka teknolojilerinin giivenlik politikalarina entegrasyonu,
sadece teknolojik altyapiy1 degil, ayn1 zamanda insan kaynagini da
etkiler. Bu alanda uzmanlagsmis bir ig giiclinlin yetistirilmesi ve
yapay zekanin farkli sektorlerdeki uygulamalarinin desteklenmesi,
giivenlik politikalarinin basarisi igin temel bir gerekliliktir.

Tiirkiye'nin Giivenlik Politikalarinda Yapay Zeka
Uygulamalari

Tiirkiye, glivenlik politikalarinda yapay zeka teknolojilerini etkin bir
sekilde kullanarak bu alandaki uygulamalari gelistirmeye ve
genisletmeye devam etmektedir. Yapay zeka tabanli sistemler,
ozellikle siir giivenligi, terorle miicadele, istihbarat analizi ve kesif
operasyonlarinda belirgin avantajlar saglamaktadir (IntelexVision,
2024) . Bu tiir teknolojiler, biliyiik veri analitigi ile birlestiginde,
giivenlik tehditlerini 6nceden belirleme, analiz etme ve ¢oziim
iretme  siireglerinde  Tiirkiye’ye  stratejik  bir  {stlinliik
kazandirmaktadir.

Ozellikle insansiz hava araglar1 (IHA ve SIHA) gibi yapay zeka
destekli teknolojiler, Tiirkiye’nin giivenlik politikalarinda merkezi
bir rol oynamaktadir. Bu sistemler, sinir giivenliginin artirilmasinda
etkili oldugu gibi, terdrle miicadele operasyonlarinda da 6nemli bir
basar1 kaydetmektedir. Gergek zamanli goriintli ve veri saglayarak
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giivenlik giiclerine hizli ve isabetli miidahale imkan1 sunan bu
teknolojiler, Tiirkiye nin operasyonel etkinligini artirmistir.

Tiirkiye’nin yapay zeka tabanh giivenlik teknolojilerini bu sekilde
genis kapsamli bir sekilde kullanmasi, uluslararasi giivenlik
politikalarina da bir model olusturabilir. Ancak bu teknolojilerin
yalnizca mevcut uygulamalarla sinirli kalmamasi, ayn1 zamanda
daha ileri sistemlerin gelistirilmesi ve kullanim alanlarinin
genisletilmesi gerekmektedir. Yapay zekanin giivenlik politikalarina
bu sekilde entegre edilmesi, Tiirkiye’nin bolgesel ve kiiresel 6lgekte
giivenlik alanindaki giicilinii artirmasinda kritik bir rol oynayacaktir.

Stratejik Hedefler ve Giivenlik Politikalar:

Tiirkiye’nin giivenlik politikalari, ulusal ¢ikarlarin1 korumak ve
bolgesel ile kiiresel istikrar1 desteklemek gibi temel stratejik hedefler
iizerine kurulmustur. Bu hedefler, ulusal egemenligin korunmasi,
toprak biitlinliigiinlin glivence altina alinmasi ve ulusal savunma
kapasitesinin artirtlmasi gibi 6ncelikleri kapsamaktadir.

Tiirkiye, gilivenlik politikalarinda yalnizca i¢ tehditlere karsi
onlemler gelistirmekle yetinmemekte, ayni zamanda bolgesel
istikrar1 saglamaya yonelik ¢ok yonlii bir yaklagim benimsemektedir.
Bu kapsamda, terorle miicadele, sinir glivenligi, enerji arz giivenligi
ve uluslararasi is birligi gibi alanlar stratejik hedeflerin merkezinde
yer almaktadir.

Terorizmle miicadele, Tirkiye’nin uzun yillardir kars1 karsiya
oldugu bir tehdit olarak, giivenlik politikalarinin temel unsurlarindan
biridir. PKK, ISID gibi &rgiitlere kars: yiiriitiilen miicadele, ulusal
glivenligin yami sira uluslararast giivenlik agisindan da G6nem
tasimaktadir. Tiirkiye, bu tehditlerle miicadele kapsaminda
uluslararas1 ortakliklar kurmus ve sinir 6tesi operasyonlara agirlik
vermistir.

Smir giivenligi de Tirkiye’nin giivenlik politikalarinda kritik bir
oneme sahiptir. Cografi konumu itibariyla dogu ve bat1 arasinda bir
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koprii olan Tiirkiye, gog, insan kagakeilig1 ve uyusturucu ticareti gibi
sinir  Otesi  tehditlerle miicadelede o©nemli bir sorumluluk
tagimaktadir. Bu kapsamda hem fiziki 6nlemler alinmakta hem de
teknolojik altyapi giiclendirilmektedir.

Deniz giivenligi, Tiirkiye nin stratejik hedefleri arasinda ayr1 bir yere
sahiptir. Dogu Akdeniz ve Ege Denizi’'nde yasanan gelismeler,
Tiirkiye’'nin  deniz yetki alanlarinin  korunmasi ve enerji
kaynaklarmin giivence altina alinmasint zorunlu kilmaktadir.
Tiirkiye, bu baglamda deniz kuvvetlerini gliclendirmekte ve bolgesel
deniz gilivenligini artirmaya yonelik politikalar gelistirmektedir.

Enerji gilivenligi ise, 2025 sonrasinda Tiirkiye’nin giivenlik
politikalariin en 6nemli boyutlarindan biri olmaya devam edecektir.
Tiirkiye, enerji kaynaklarinin cesitlendirilmesi ve enerji arz
gilivenliginin saglanmasi amaciyla bolgesel is birliklerini artirmakta
ve Dogu Akdeniz’deki enerji kaynaklarina iligkin stratejiler
gelistirmektedir. Bu alanda etkin bir politika izlenmesi, yalnizca
enerji glivenligini degil, ayn1 zamanda bolgesel glic dengelerini de
etkileyecektir.

Tiirkiye’nin gilivenlik politikalarinda, teknolojinin etkin bir sekilde
kullanilmas1 ve savunma kapasitesinin artirilmasi hedeflenmektedir.
Bu dogrultuda, yerli savunma sanayisine yapilan yatirimlarin
artirllmas1 ve yenilik¢i stratejilerin  uygulanmasi, Tiirkiye’nin
uluslararasi alanda daha giiclii bir aktér olmasina katki saglayacaktir.

Bolgesel ve Kiiresel iliskilerin Etkisi

Tiirkiye'nin giivenlik politikalari, 2025 ve sonrasinda bolgesel ve
kiiresel iliskilerden giderek daha fazla etkilenecektir. Tiirkiye,
cografi konumu nedeniyle yalnizca bulundugu bélge i¢in degil,
kiiresel giivenlik dinamikleri agisindan da 6nemli bir aktordiir. Bu
baglamda, hem bdlgesel giliclerin hem de kiiresel aktorlerin
politikalari, Tirkiye’nin stratejik hedeflerini ve giivenlik
stratejilerini dogrudan etkileme potansiyeline sahiptir.

113



Tiirkiye'nin komsu iilkelerle iligkileri, giivenlik politikalarmin
sekillenmesinde kritik bir éneme sahiptir. Ozellikle Suriye’deki ig
savas ve buna bagl olarak olusan miilteci akini, Tirkiye’nin sinir
glivenligi ve insani yardim politikalarin1 dogrudan etkilemistir.
Tiirkiye, yaklasik 4 milyona yakin Suriyeli miilteciyi barindirmakta
(Gog Idaresi Baskanligl) ve bu durum, iilkenin giivenlik
politikalarima sosyoekonomik bir boyut eklemektedir. Aym
zamanda, sinir Otesi operasyonlar (6rnegin, Firat Kalkani, Zeytin
Dali ve Barig Pinar1 Harekatlar1) Tiirkiye’nin, Suriye siirindaki
giivenlik tehditlerine karsi aldigi aktif Onlemlere 6rnek olarak
gosterilebilir.

Irak’taki istikrarsizlik ve PKK’nin Kuzey Irak’taki varhigi,
Tiirkiye’nin sinir 6tesi  giivenlik operasyonlarint  siirdiirmesini
gerektiren baska bir 6nemli mesele olmustur. Tiirkiye, diizenli olarak
Kuzey Irak’taki teror unsurlarina yonelik hava ve kara operasyonlari
gerceklestirmektedir. Ornegin, Pencge serisi operasyonlari, bu
konuda Tiirkiye’nin kararliligin1 yansitan somut bir uygulamadir.

Benzer sekilde, iran ile iliskiler hem firsat hem de risk unsurlar
barindirmaktadir. Iran’in bodlgedeki etkisi ve enerji alamindaki is
birligi firsatlari, Tiirkiye’nin giivenlik ve dis politikasinda denge
politikalarin1 éne ¢ikarmustir. Tiirkiye’nin Iran ile smir giivenligini
saglama ve terdrle miicadelede is birligi gibi ortak konular1 ele
almasi gerekliligi, bu iliskinin karmasikligini géstermektedir.

Kiiresel diizeyde ise NATO, Avrupa Birligi (AB) ve diger
uluslararasi kuruluslarla iligkiler, Tiirkiye’nin giivenlik politikalarimni
derinden etkilemektedir. Tiirkiye, NATO nun giineydogu kanadinda
kritik bir miittefik konumunda olup, ittifakin en 6nemli {iyelerinden
biri olarak &ne ¢ikmaktadir. Ozellikle Rusya’nin artan bolgesel etkisi
ve Orta Dogu’daki belirsizlikler, NATO igerisindeki Tiirkiye’nin
rollinii daha da kritik hale getirmistir.

Ote yandan, Tiirkiye-AB iligkileri, zaman zaman dalgali bir seyir
izlese de gd¢ yonetimi ve terdrle miicadele gibi konular ¢ercevesinde

114



is birligi yapilmasini zorunlu kilmistir. Ornegin, 2016’da imzalanan
Tiirkiye-AB  Geri  Kabul Anlagmasi, Tirkiye’nin miilteci
hareketlerini kontrol altina alma konusunda uluslararasi bir model
haline gelmesine yol agmistir (IKV). Ancak AB ile iliskilerde
yasanan siyasi gerginlikler, Tiirkiye’yi giivenlik politikalarinda daha
bagimsiz hareket etmeye yonlendirmistir.

Rusya ile iliskiler ise hem is birligi hem de rekabet unsurlarini
icermektedir. Ornegin, Suriye’deki kriz ve Tiirkiye nin idlib’deki
askeri varligi, zaman zaman Tiirkiye ve Rusya arasinda gerilimlere
neden olmustur. Buna karsilik, S-400 savunma sistemi gibi kritik
konularda yapilan is birlikleri, iki {lke arasindaki stratejik
yakinlasmay1 gostermektedir. Ancak, bu tiir is birliklerinin NATO ile
iligkiler tiizerinde olumsuz etkiler yaratti§i da g6z Oniinde
bulundurulmalidir (Kibaroglu, 2019: 166).

ABD ile iliskilerde ise ozellikle savunma sanayisi ve gilivenlik
alaninda hem is birligi hem de gerilim noktalar1 bulunmaktadir. F-35
programindan Tiirkiye’ nin ¢ikarilmasi ve ABD’nin YPG’ye verdigi
destek, iligkilerde ciddi tartigmalara yol agmistir. Ancak NATO
cergevesindeki ig birlikleri, iki iilke arasindaki stratejik baglarin
devamini saglamaktadir.

Jeopolitik Dinamikler

Tiirkiye’nin jeopolitik konumu, giivenlik politikalarin1 hem bolgesel
hem de kiiresel 6lgekte etkileyen bir diger onemli faktordiir. Tiirkiye,
enerji koridorlar1 iizerinde kritik bir konuma sahip olup, Dogu
Akdeniz’deki enerji kaynaklarina yonelik politikalarini bu baglamda
sekillendirmektedir. Ornegin, Tiirkiye’nin Libya ile yaptig1 Deniz
Yetki Alanlar1 Anlasmasi, Dogu Akdeniz’deki stratejik ¢ikarlarin
koruma ¢abalarinin bir yansimasidir (Acer, 2021). Ayni sekilde,
Yunanistan ve Giiney Kibris ile yasanan gerilimler, Tiirkiye nin
bolgesel giivenlik politikalarini dogrudan etkilemektedir.

Teknolojik Gelismelerin Giivenlik Politikalarina Etkisi
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Teknolojik gelismeler, modern giivenlik politikalarinin temel
unsurlarindan biri haline gelmistir. Ozellikle yapay zeka, otomasyon,
siber giivenlik ve uzay teknolojilerindeki ilerlemeler, devletlerin
giivenlik stratejilerini yeniden sekillendirmektedir. Tiirkiye de bu
hizli doniisiime ayak uydurarak gilivenlik politikalarini modern
teknolojilerle desteklemekte ve gelecekte karsilasabilecegi tehditlere
daha proaktif bir sekilde yaklagsmaktadir.

Yapay Zeka ve Biiyiik Veri

Yapay zeka, biiyiikk veri analitigi ile birlestirildiginde, potansiyel
giivenlik tehditlerini hizli bir sekilde tespit etme, analiz etme ve bu
tehditlere yonelik dnlemler gelistirme kapasitesine sahiptir. Ornegin,
smir  bolgelerinde yapay zeka tabanli izleme sistemlerinin
kullanilmasi, giivenlik tehditlerini 6nceden belirlemede 6nemli bir
avantaj saglamaktadir. Tiirkiye, bu teknolojileri sinir giivenligi ve
terorle miicadele gibi alanlarda etkin bir sekilde kullanmaya
basglamistir.

Siber Giivenlik

Dijitallesen diinyada, siber giivenlik, devletlerin ulusal giivenlik
stratejilerinde birinci Oncelik haline gelmistir. Tirkiye, enerji
altyapisi, bankacilik sistemleri ve savunma sanayi gibi kritik
alanlarda siber gilivenlik Onlemlerini artirmak i¢in yatirimlar
yapmaktadir. Ornegin, 2023 yilinda aciklanan Tiirkiye Ulusal Siber
Gtivenlik Stratejisi, bu alanda atilan 6nemli adimlardan biridir. Siber
saldirtlara karst savunma kapasitesinin artirilmasi, Tiirkiye’ nin
yalnizca ulusal giivenligini degil, ayn1 zamanda ekonomik istikrarini
koruma agisindan da énemlidir.

Uzay Teknolojileri

Uzay teknolojileri, askeri gozetleme ve istihbarat toplama
faaliyetlerinde onemli bir rol oynamaktadir. Tirkiye, yerli uydu
sistemlerini  gelistirerek bu alandaki kapasitesini artirmay1
hedeflemektedir. Ornegin, Goktiirk serisi uydular, Tiirkiye nin sinir
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giivenligi ve askeri operasyonlar i¢in istihbarat toplama kapasitesini
artirmistir. Bu teknolojiler, ayn1 zamanda flize savunma sistemleri ve
iletisim altyapisinin giivence altina alinmasinda da kritik bir rol
oynamaktadir.

Tiirkiye'nin Savunma ve Giivenlik Endiistrisi

Tiirkiye’nin savunma ve gilivenlik endiistrisi, son yillarda biiyiik bir
doniistim yasamis ve ulusal glivenlik stratejilerinin temel tasi haline
gelmistir. Gegmiste biiylik Olgiide disa bagimli olan savunma
sanayii, bugiin kendi milli sistemlerini tasarlayan, iireten ve ihrag
eden bir yapiya donligmiistiir. Bu doniisiim, yalnizca Tiirkiye’nin
askeri kapasitesini artirmakla kalmamig, ayni zamanda stratejik
bagimsizligini da giiclendirmistir.

Savunma Sanayiinde Milli Hamleler

Tiirkiye, yerli savunma sanayi {iriinlerini gelistirme ¢abalarina hiz
vermistir. Ozellikle insansiz hava araglar1 (IHA ve SIHA), kara ve
deniz savunma sistemleri, fiize teknolojileri ve elektronik harp
sistemleri gibi alanlarda yapilan yenilikler, {ilkenin askeri giiciini
onemli Olg¢iide artirmistir. Tiirk Silahli Kuvvetleri’nin sahada etkin
sekilde kullandig1 Bayraktar TB2 ve Akinci SIHA’lar, yalnizca ig
operasyonlarda degil, ayn1 zamanda Libya, Suriye ve Karabag gibi
uluslararasi ¢atisma bolgelerinde de biiyiik basarilar elde etmistir. Bu
basarilar, Tirkiye’nin savunma sanayii ihracatin1 artirarak
uluslararasi alanda dikkat ¢ekmesini saglamistir.

Ornegin, Bayraktar TB2’nin Polonya, Ukrayna ve Katar gibi
iilkelere satigi, Tiirkiye’nin savunma sanayii Uriinlerinin kiiresel
capta talep gordiigiinii gostermektedir. Bu gelisme, sadece ekonomik
bir kazanim degil, ayn1 zamanda diplomatik iligkileri giiclendiren
stratejik bir aractir.

Ekonomik ve Diplomatik Katkilar
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Tiirkiye’nin savunma sanayiindeki basarilari, ekonomik biiyiimeye
ve uluslararas1 prestije dnemli katkilar saglamaktadir. Yerli tiretim
sayesinde disa bagimliligin azalmasi, savunma harcamalarinin daha
verimli kullanilmasina olanak tanimistir. Ayrica, savunma sanayi
iirlinlerinin ihracati, Tiirkiye’nin ekonomik gelirlerini artirirken,
bolgesel ve kiiresel is birligini de tesvik etmistir. Ornegin, Afrika ve
Orta Dogu tilkelerine yapilan ihracatlar, Tiirkiye nin bu bolgelerdeki
etkisini artirmistir.

Savunma sanayii ayrica Tirkiye’nin uluslararas1 diplomasi
araglarindan biri haline gelmistir. Ihrag edilen sistemler, Tiirkiye’nin
miittefikleriyle iligkilerini giiclendirmis ve yeni is birligi firsatlari
yaratmistir.  Ozellikle savunma sanayi iiriinlerinin - NATO
miittefiklerine satilmasi, Tiirkiye’nin ittifak igerisindeki roliinii de
pekistirmektedir.

Teknolojik ilerlemeler ve Gelecek Vizyonu

Tiirkiye nin savunma sanayiinde yaptig1 yatirimlar, gelecege yonelik
stratejik hedeflerini de sekillendirmektedir. Yapay zeka tabanli
sistemler, otonom kara ve hava araglari, hipersonik fiize teknolojileri
ve uzay savunma sistemleri gibi ileri  teknolojilere
odaklanilmaktadir. Ornegin, TUSAS tarafindan gelistirilen Milli
Muharip Ugak (MMU), Tiirkiye’nin 5. nesil savas ugaklari iireten
iilkeler arasina girmesini hedeflemektedir.

Tiirkiye’nin yerli uydu projeleri, askeri operasyonlarda istihbarat
toplama ve gozetleme kapasitelerini artirmak i¢in énemli bir firsat
sunmaktadir. Goktlirk serisi uydular ve Tiirksat projeleri, iletisim ve
istihbarat  altyapisinda  bagimsizligt  saglamaktadir.  Uzay
teknolojilerine yapilan bu yatirimlar, Tiirkiye’nin yalnizca bolgesel
degil, kiiresel bir aktor olma hedefini desteklemektedir.

Sonug olarak, Tiirkiye’nin savunma ve giivenlik endiistrisindeki
doniisiimii, ulusal giivenlik politikalarinin temel tasi haline gelmistir.
Yerli ve milli iirtinlerin gelistirilmesi, ekonomik biiylime, diplomatik
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etki ve askeri gili¢ acisindan Tirkiye’ye stratejik avantajlar
saglamaktadir. Gelecek donemde, bu teknolojilerin daha da
gelistirilmesi ve siirdiiriilebilir kilinmasi i¢in Ar-Ge yatirimlarina ve
nitelikli insan kaynagina daha fazla odaklanilmasi gerekmektedir.

Ongoriiler ve Politika Onerileri

2025 ve sonrasinda, giivenlik politikalarinin sekillenmesinde yapay
zeka ve diger teknolojilerin etkisi daha da belirgin hale gelecektir.
Tiirkiye, hizla gelisen bu teknolojileri entegre ederek ulusal
giivenligini giiclendirme firsatina sahiptir. Ancak, bu teknolojilerin
etkin bir sekilde kullanilmasi ve siirdiiriilebilir bir politika haline
getirilmesi i¢in kapsamli bir stratejiye ihtiyag vardir.

Yapay Zeka Destekli Giivenlik Sistemleri

Yapay zeka, giivenlik tehditlerini dnceden tespit etme, operasyonel
siiregleri optimize etme ve karar alma siireglerini hizlandirma gibi
avantajlar sunmaktadir. Tiirkiye, 6zellikle siir giivenligi ve terorle
miicadele alanlarinda yapay zeka destekli sistemleri gelistirmeye
devam etmelidir. Bu dogrultuda, Ar-Ge yatirimlarinin artirilmasi ve
iiniversiteler ile savunma sanayii arasindaki is birliginin
giiclendirilmesi 6nemlidir.

Ornegin, yapay zeka tabanli otonom [HA’lar, terérle miicadelede
gercek zamanli istihbarat saglayarak operasyonel etkinligi artirabilir.
Bu sistemlerin gelistirilmesi, Tiirkiye’nin bdlgesel giivenlik
politikasinda daha giiclii bir aktér olmasina katki saglayacaktir.

Siber Giivenlikte Stratejik Adimlar

Dijitallesmenin hizla artmasiyla birlikte siber giivenlik, ulusal
giivenlik politikalarinin en kritik unsurlarindan biri haline gelmistir.
Tiirkiye, siber giivenlik tehditlerine karsi savunma kapasitesini
artirmali ve bu alandaki yatirimlarmi yogunlastirmalidir. Ornegin,
yapay zeka algoritmalar1 kullanarak normal dis1 ag hareketlerini
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tespit eden ve saldirilara aninda miidahale eden sistemler
gelistirilebilir.

Uluslararas1 diizeyde, Tiirkiye’nin siber gilivenlik is birliklerini
artirmast ve kiiresel normlara katkida bulunmasi 6nemlidir. Bu
dogrultuda, NATO biinyesinde siber giivenlik is birligi
mekanizmalarina daha aktif katilim saglanabilir.

Etik ve Hukuki Diizenlemeler

Yapay zeka ve otonom silah sistemleri gibi yeni teknolojilerin
kullanimi, beraberinde etik ve hukuki sorular getirmektedir. Tiirkiye,
bu alanlarda ulusal bir diizenleme ¢ergevesi olusturmali ve bu
diizenlemelerin uluslararast1 normlarla uyumlu olmasina 6zen
gostermelidir. Ornegin, yapay zeka tabanli sistemlerin kullanimi
sirasinda insan haklarinin ihlal edilmemesi i¢in siki denetim
mekanizmalar1 gelistirilmelidir.

Insan Kaynag ve Egitim

Tiirkiye’nin giivenlik teknolojilerinde lider bir aktor olabilmesi i¢in
nitelikli  insan kayna@i yetistirmeye yonelik  politikalar
gelistirilmelidir.  Universitelerde yapay zeka ve savunma
teknolojileri alaninda uzmanlagmig béliimler agilabilir ve geng
girisimcilerin yenilik¢i projeleri desteklenebilir. Ayrica, kamu ve
ozel sektor arasinda is birligi artirilarak, teknolojik yeniliklerin daha
hizl1 bir sekilde uygulamaya gecirilmesi saglanabilir.

Giivenlik Politikalarinda Inovasyon ve Degisim

Tiirkiye’nin giivenlik politikalari, teknolojik gelismelerin hiz1 ve
kiiresel giivenlik ortamindaki degisiklikler dogrultusunda siirekli
olarak evrilmektedir. Ozellikle yapay zeka destekli sistemlerin ve
inovatif giivenlik ¢oziimlerinin gelisimi, giivenlik politikalarinin
daha esnek, etkin ve gelecege uyumlu hale gelmesini saglamaktadir.
Bu baglamda, inovasyon ve degisim, Tiirkiye’nin hem ulusal hem de
uluslararasi giivenlik stratejilerinde 6nemli bir yer tutmaktadir.
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Yenilik¢i Giivenlik Coziimleri

Yapay zeka, biiyiik veri analitigi ve otomasyon gibi ileri teknolojiler,
Tiirkiye’nin giivenlik stratejilerinde inovasyonu tesvik eden ana
unsurlar olmustur. Ornegin, sinir giivenliginde kullanilan insansiz
hava araclar1 (IHA ve SIHA), yalnizca giivenlik operasyonlarinda
daha yiiksek etkinlik saglamakla kalmamis, ayn1 zamanda diinya
capinda bir ornek haline gelmistir. Tiirkiye’nin tirettigi Bayraktar
TB2, Akinc1 gibi IHA ve SIHA modelleri, farkli iilkelerde etkin bir
sekilde  kullanilmakta ~ve modern savas  yOntemlerini
doniistiirmektedir.

Buna ek olarak, savunma sanayisinde kullanilan elektronik harp
sistemleri ve otonom kara araglari, Tiirkiye’'nin giivenlik
politikalarinda doniisiim saglayan yenilikler arasinda yer almaktadir.
ASELSAN tarafindan gelistirilen radar sistemleri ve Roketsan’in
fiize teknolojilerindeki basarisi, Tiirkiye’nin bu alandaki teknolojik
bagimsizligini gii¢lendiren 6rneklerdir.

Inovasyon ve Uluslararasi Rekabet

Savunma ve giivenlik endiistrisinde inovasyon, yalnizca askeri
operasyonlarin basarisini artirmakla smirli degildir. Ayn1 zamanda
Tiirkiye’nin uluslararasi pazarda rekabetci bir aktor haline gelmesini
saglamaktadir. Tiirkiye, yerli savunma sanayi {irlinlerini ihra¢ ederek
uluslararasi giivenlik sistemlerinde daha aktif bir rol tistlenmektedir.
Ornegin, Bayraktar TB2’nin Ukrayna, Polonya ve Katar gibi
iilkelere satig1, Tirkiye’nin savunma {rlinlerinin kiiresel talebini
artirmistir. Bu durum hem ekonomik kazan¢ hem de diplomatik gii¢
anlamina gelmektedir.

Degisime Uyum ve Gelecek Perspektifi

Gelecek donemde, giivenlik politikalarinda degisime uyum
saglamak icin Tiirkiye’nin inovasyon odakli politikalarini
genisletmesi ve Ar-Ge yatirimlarini artirmasi gerekmektedir. Ayrica,
savunma teknolojilerinde insan kaynaginin egitilmesi ve
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yetistirilmesi, bu alandaki siirdiiriilebilir basarinin temel taslarindan
biri olacaktir.

Tiirkiye, teknoloji odakli giivenlik politikalarini gelistirmeye devam
ederken, uluslararasi is birliklerine ve normlara uyum saglamay1 da
ithmal etmemelidir. Bu baglamda, NATO gibi uluslararasi
kuruluslarla daha yakin iliskiler kurularak, ortak gilivenlik
tehditlerine kars1 kolektif ¢oziimler tiretilmelidir.

Sonuc¢ ve Cikarimlar

Tiirkiye’nin gilivenlik politikalarinin 2025 ve sonrasinda nasil
sekillenecegi, teknolojik gelismeler, stratejik hedefler ve bdlgesel-
kiiresel iligkilerin dinamikleri tarafindan belirlenmektedir. Bu
calisma kapsaminda elde edilen bulgular ve yapilan analizler,
Tiirkiye’nin giivenlik politikalarinin yalnizca askeri giice dayali
olmadigi, ayn1 zamanda diplomatik iligkiler ve teknolojik
inovasyonlarla desteklenen ¢ok boyutlu bir yapiya sahip oldugunu
gostermektedir.

Ozellikle yapay zeka, otomasyon, siber giivenlik ve uzay
teknolojileri gibi ileri diizey teknolojiler, Tiirkiye’nin giivenlik
stratejilerinde merkezi bir rol oynamaktadir. Bu teknolojiler,
yalnizca mevcut tehditlerle miicadelede degil, gelecekte
karsilasilabilecek risklerin 6nceden tespit edilmesi ve dnlenmesinde
de 6nemli katkilar saglayacaktir.

Giiclii ve Dinamik Giivenlik Politikalarinin Onemi

Tiirkiye’nin gelecekteki giivenlik politikalarinin basarisi, gii¢lii bir
savunma sanayii, yenilik¢i teknolojiler ve uluslararasi is birlikleri ile
desteklenmelidir. Ozellikle yerli savunma sanayi fiiriinlerinin
gelistirilmesi ve ihrag¢ edilmesi, Tiirkiye’ye ekonomik, diplomatik ve
askeri anlamda biiylik avantajlar saglamaktadir. Ancak, teknolojik
ilerlemeler sirasinda etik ve hukuki boyutlarin géz Oniinde
bulundurulmasi, insan haklarinin ve uluslararast1 normlarin
korunmasi agisindan kritik dneme sahiptir.
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Oneriler

Ar-Ge Yatirimlarinin Artirilmasi: Yapay zeka, siber giivenlik ve uzay
teknolojileri gibi alanlara yapilan yatirimlar artirilmali, yerli ve milli
projeler desteklenmelidir.

Insan Kaynagi Gelisimi: Giivenlik teknolojileri ~alaninda
uzmanlasmis insan kaynagi yetistirilmesi i¢in iiniversiteler, 6zel
sektor ve kamu arasinda is birligi yapilmalidir.

Uluslararasi Is Birliklerinin Gii¢lendirilmesi: NATO, AB ve diger
uluslararast kuruluslarla is birligi artirilarak ortak gilivenlik
tehditlerine kars1 kolektif ¢oziimler gelistirilmelidir.

Etik ve Hukuki Cergevelerin Belirlenmesi: Yeni teknolojilerin
kullannmina iligkin ulusal ve uluslararasi diizeyde diizenlemeler
olusturulmali, etik standartlar gozetilmelidir.

Sonug olarak, Tiirkiye, gelecege yonelik giivenlik politikalarini
olustururken teknolojik, stratejik ve diplomatik dengeleri gézetmeli
ve dinamik bir yaklasim benimsemelidir. Bu dogrultuda atilacak
adimlar, yalnizca Tiirkiye nin ulusal giivenligini degil, ayn1 zamanda
bolgesel ve kiiresel barisa olan katkisini da artiracaktir.
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The presidential and parliamentary elections held in Romania in late 2024 caused
amajor political crisis, with uncertainty coming to the fore due to the unexpectedly
large success of the far-right candidate Calin Georgescu in the first round of the
presidential elections and the lower-than-expected performance of the two
mainstream political formations in the country, the Social Democratic Party (PSD)
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allegations of Russian interference in the elections increased uncertainty and
democratic concerns in the country. Nevertheless, the parliamentary elections held
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2024 Romanya Cumhurbaskanhg1 ve Parlamento Secimlerine Dair Bir
Analiz

Oz

Romanya’da 2024 yili sonlarinda diizenlenen Cumhurbaskanligi ve parlamento
secimleri Onemli bir siyasi krize neden olmus; Cumhurbaskanligr ilk tur
sonucunda asir1 sagc1 aday Célin Georgescu’nun beklenmedik biiyiik basarisi ve
iilkedeki iki ana akim siyasal olusum olan Sosyal Demokrat Parti (PSD) ve Ulusal
Liberal Parti’nin (PNL) beklentilerin altinda kalmasi nedeniyle belirsizlik 6n plana
¢ikmistir. Bu yetmezmis gibi, Romanya Anayasa Mahkemesi tarafindan
Rusya’nin se¢ime miidahil oldugu yoéniindeki iddialar nedeniyle segimlerin iptal
edilerek ertelenmesi iilkedeki belirsizlik ve demokratik endigeleri arttirmistir.
Buna karsin, yine yil sonunda diizenlenen parlamento se¢imleri olaysiz atlatilmis
ve yeni hitkiimet demokratik sekilde kurulabilmistir. Bu ¢calismada, Rumen siyasal
sistemi ve 2024 yili igerisinde diizenlenen secimler analiz edilecektir. Bunu
yapmak igin, yazar, Oncelikle konuya asina olmayan okuyucular i¢in Romanya
hakkinda bazi arka plan bilgileri ve istatistiksel veriler sunacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Romanya, Rumen siyasal sistemi, Marcel Ciolacu, Yari-
Baskanlik.
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Introduction

Romania, one of the neighboring states to Tiirkiye (Turkey) via the
Black Sea, started to develop rapidly after the overthrow of the
communist regime during the highly problematic 1947-89 period
with the revolution in 1989, and as a result, it became an important
part of the Western political and economic order today by becoming
a member of NATO in 2004 and the European Union (EU) in 2007.

However, the semi-presidential system, which has been
institutionalized in Romania over time (Verheijen, 2003), coupled
with the socio-economic problems the country has been
experiencing, has led to difficult processes where public reactions
have surfaced from time to time. In this context, the Romanian
presidential and parliamentary elections of 2024 in particular were
an interesting case in point, with the first round of the presidential
elections held at the end of the year with unexpectedly surprising
results being annulled by the Romanian Constitutional Court in the
following days on the basis of allegations of Russian interference in
the election. The presidential election in Romania will be repeated
in 2025 and it remains unclear what kind of executive will emerge
after the parliamentary elections.

After providing basic information about Romania and the Romanian
political system, this article will analyze the 2024 Romanian
presidential election, which was canceled after the first round, and
the 2024 Romanian parliamentary elections, which were
successfully completed, and evaluate the political picture in the
country.

Romania in Numbers

A medium-sized state of 238,391 square kilometers in Southeastern
Europe, Romania is an important and influential state with a
population of over 18 million (19 million according to some recent
data) (The World Fact Book) (65™ in the world) and an economy of
380 million dollars (41" in the world) (IMF/a). Having succeeded in
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raising its average annual per capita income to over 20,000 dollars
after becoming a member of the European Union (IMF/b), Romania
is now also a developed country that has exceeded the middle-
income trap and average income level.

Figure I. Romania map

Ukraine

Romania, whose capital is Bucharest with a population of 1.7
million, borders Serbia and Bulgaria to the south, Hungary to the
west, Ukraine to the north and Moldova to the east. In this sense,
Romania, as can be seen on the map, is currently positioned in a
critical geography in the middle of the geopolitical struggle between
the European Union (EU) and the Russian Federation (Russia),
between geopolitically valuable countries such as Ukraine,
Moldova, Hungary, and Serbia.

Romania’s population is made up of 89.3 percent Romanians, 6
percent Hungarians, and 3.4 percent Romanians or Gypsies (The
World Fact Book). Religiously, the country is 85 percent Orthodox
Christians and 4.5 percent Catholic Christians (The World Fact
Book). In terms of linguistic segments, Romanian is the mother
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tongue of the vast majority, 91.6 percent, and other languages such
as Hungarian (6.3 percent), and Romani (1.2 percent) are also spoken
in Romania (The World Fact Book). In this context, Romania
displays the appearance of an established nation-state rising on three
core identities or values: Romanianness, Orthodoxy, and Romanian
language.

Romania, which has a relatively long diplomatic representation
dating back to 1878, is an active state in diplomacy and is a member
of many international organizations. To list the most important ones;
Romania has been a member of the United Nations (UN) since 1955,
NATO since 2004, and the EU since 2007. Besides, Romania is a
member of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE), the Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation
(BSEC), the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the European Bank
for Investment and Reconstruction (EBRD), and the International
Organization of the Francophonie (Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Disisleri
Bakanlig1). It also became a member of the World Trade
Organization (WTO) in 1995 and is a candidate member of the
OECD (Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development)
since 2022. In addition, Romania, whose official currency has been
the ley (RON) since the 1860s, is expected to switch to the euro in
the near future. Romania is also included in the Schengen area as of
2024. In this sense, Romania, despite its communist past and the
widespread Orthodox Christian religious affiliation of its people
(which is not the case in many Western states), appears to be a good
ally for the United States (U.S.) and the EU and a state that builds its
future within the Western world (Ormeci, 2024/a).

The most important components of Romania’s $380 million
advanced economy in terms of exports are parts and components for
road vehicles, automobiles, insulated wires, cables and other
electrical conductors, fiber optic cables consisting of individually
coated fibers, electrical control, distribution tables, panels, consoles,
cabinets, other bearings and digital control devices, and corn
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(Tiirkiye Cumbhuriyeti Disisleri Bakanlig1). Romania’s main import
products are parts and components for road vehicles, medicines
(dosed) for use in treatment or prevention, crude oil (petroleum oils
and oils from bituminous minerals), automobiles, and petroleum oils
and oils from bituminous minerals (Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti Disisleri
Bakanlig1). Romania’s main trading partners on the other hand are
Germany, Italy, France, Hungary, Tiirkiye, Poland, and Russia
(Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Disisleri Bakanligy).

Romania’s Recent History and Political System

To briefly summarize Romania’s recent history; Romania, which
separated from the Ottoman Empire in 1877 and became an
independent state, was first ruled by monarchy as a Kingdom
between 1881 and 1947, and then the communist Republican regime
was established in the country with the influence of the Soviet Union
(USSR) after the Second World War (Insamer). Nicolae Ceausescu,
who ruled the country between 1965 and 1989 during the communist
period, stands out as an important political figure in the country’s
history (Britannica). However, after the overthrow of Ceausescu, he
and his wife were tried and executed, which caused deep wounds in
the politics of this country. Romania, which became a democracy in
the new period after Ceausescu, is governed by the 1991 constitution
(with important amendments during the EU harmonization process),
which was modeled on the French 5" Republic and envisages a semi-
presidential system (Ormeci, 2014). Romania joined NATO in 2004
and the EU in 2007.

Romania’s current political system is more of a semi-presidential
system. In this system, the Prime Minister, who is the head of
government, is the main executive official, while the President,
whose powers are more symbolic and who is directly elected by
popular vote, has important powers such as contribution to foreign
policy and appointing the Prime Minister. The President is elected
every 5 years and can serve for two terms. The Prime Minister is
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elected by a bicameral parliament. Romania’s legislature is a
bicameral parliament consisting of the 329-seat Chamber of
Deputies and the 136-seat Senate (Insamer). Its members are elected
every 4 years via democratic elections by proportional representation
(PR) method.

The country’s first President after the communist regime was lon
Iliescu (1990-96), followed by Emil Constantinescu (1996-2000),
then Ion Iliescu again (2000-04), Traian Basescu (2004-14), and
finally German-born Klaus Iohannis (2014-24). The previous
Presidential election in the country was held in 2019 and Iohannis,
the candidate of the center-right leaning National Liberal Party
(PNL), was elected President once again.

The PNL is one of the two strongest parties in the country, along with
the center-left Social Democratic Party (PSD). Indeed, in the last
parliamentary elections held in 2020, the Social Democratic Party
(PSD) led by Marcel Ciolacu came first with close to 30 % of the
vote, the National Liberal Party (PNL) led by Ludovic Orban came
second with 25 %, and the Union for the Liberation of Romania
(USR-PLUS) led by Dan Barna and Dacian Ciolos came third with
16 % (Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti Disisleri Bakanligi). Following the
previous parliamentary election, PNL and USR-PLUS formed a
coalition government with the Democratic Union of Romanian
Hungarians (UDMR) -a political party which aims to represent the
significant Hungarian minority in Romania- led by Hunor Kelemen,
and Florin Citu became Prime Minister. In 2021, the coalition
government fell in a vote of no confidence and PNL formed a new
coalition government with UDMR and this time with PSD, with
Nicolae Ciucd as Prime Minister. From mid-2023 until the 2024
general elections, the PSD-PNL coalition stayed in power, with
PSD’s Marcel Ciolacu ruling as the country’s Prime Minister
(Ormeci, 2024/a).

2024 Parliamentary Elections
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Romania, an important neighbor of Tiirkiye in the Balkans via the
Black Sea, spent 2024 as an “election year”. In Romania, which is
governed by a semi-presidential system, the Presidential election and
the government formed according to the arithmetic of the
parliamentary election results are also of great importance. In that
sense, parliamentary elections that were held on December 1, 2024,
were critical for the political future of the country.

As aresult of the elections held on Sunday, December 1, 2024, where
the turnout rate exceeded 48 percent, according to the election
results, the ruling PSD, which failed to show the necessary
performance in the Presidential election, will continue to be the
strongest party in the country with around 22 percent of the votes
(G4media, 2024). The pro-EU social democratic party will thus
maintain its power in the country and preserve the pro-Western
establishment in the country, even if it loses the Presidency to far-
right or center/liberal forces.

However, after the first round of the presidential elections, the results
of the parliamentary elections show that the rise of the far-right in
Romania is not a coincidence, but a serious sociological
phenomenon. In fact, the AUR party led by George Simion is now
the second largest (strongest) political party in the country with
around 18 percent of the vote. The long-established center-right PNL
party will also maintain its power in the country partially with 13.2
percent of the vote and will continue as the third largest party
(G4media, 2024). Led by Elena Lasconi, the liberal and pro-
European political party USR on the other hand, is in fourth place
with 12.4 percent of the vote (G4media, 2024).

Figure I1. 2024 Romanian parliamentary election’s results
(Andelman, 2024)
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In this sense, with these results, the formation of a centrist and pro-
Brussels coalition government excluding the far-right AUR party
with the participation of two or more centrist political parties became
a plausible possibility in the new political period in Romania.
However, it is difficult to predict what might happen in the near
future, since the country continues to stay as one of the most
vulnerable countries to Russian influence in the EU, which is going
through a very unstable period due to the recent Russia-Ukraine War
and the risks to European security that have reached the dimension
of nuclear war substantiated by Russian President Vladimir Putin’s
warnings.

Finally, following the parliamentary elections and the cancellation
of the first round of controversial presidential election, the PSD
leader Marcel Ciolacu formed the new coalition government with the
National Liberal Party (PNL) and Democratic Alliance of
Hungarians in Romania (UDMR). According to the coalition
agreement, the PSD will control 8 ministries, and 6 ministries will
be overseen by the PNL while the remaining two cabinet posts will
be taken up by the UDMR (Euronews, 2024). In that way, Cicolacu,
who failed at the presidential election’s first round, kept his post as
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Prime Minister. “It will not be an easy mandate for the future
government. We are aware that we are in the midst of a deep political
crisis. It is also a crisis of trust, and this coalition aims to regain the
trust of citizens, the trust of the people.”, Ciolacu said following the
formation of the new coalition government (Euronews, 2024). In
addition, following the elections, Ilie Bolojan became the President
of the Senate of Romania and Ciprian-Constantin Serban became
President of the Chamber of Deputies of Romania.

2024 Presidential Elections

On November 24, 2024, in the first round of Romania’s presidential
elections, the polls and the general opinion of political commentators
representing the country’s established establishment is that George
Simion, the leader and presidential candidate of the far-right
ultranationalist Alliance of Romanian Unity (AUR), may reach the
second round with a surprisingly high number of votes in the first
round due to his recent rise in popularity, However, it was expected
that Marcel Ciolacu, the presidential candidate of the center-left
Social Democratic Party (PSD) and the current Prime Minister,
would somehow manage to get himself into the second round and
would be comfortably elected President in the second round with the
support of pro-European Union (EU) media and circles. It was
already known that Romania’s general pattern after the Cold War and
communist rule was that the country had always been ruled by the
center-left PSD and the center-right National Liberal Party-PNL or
centrist coalitions led by them (Ormeci, 2024/b).

However, the first-round results from Romania, beyond all the polls
and interpretations, have thrown up new and very different surprises
and uncertainties. Indeed, while the far-right candidate George
Simion did indeed increase its share of the vote to around 14 percent
(13.86 percent), the bigger surprise came from Calin Georgescu,
who ran as an independent candidate in this election, despite having
previously been a member of the AUR party (Agerpres, 2024/a).
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Georgescu, who has been criticized as a far-right and pro-Russian
politician, and particularly harsh in his criticism of the Western
alliance and NATO (Henley, 2024), finished first with around 23
percent of the vote (22.94 percent), by making one of the biggest
surprises in Romanian political history (4gerpres, 2024/a). The most
interesting event was the elimination of PSD presidential candidate
and Prime Minister Marcel Ciolacu, who was expected to somehow
finish in the top two in the first round and then be re-elected in the
second round against the far-right, with 19.15 percent of the vote,
finishing third in the first round (Agerpres, 2024/a). Although
Ciolacu resigned from the PSD Presidency after the defeat
(Romania-Insider, 2024), thinking that his party would be able to
recover in this way before the critical parliamentary elections on
December 1, 2024, it can be argued that the problem is actually the
dissatisfaction of the Romanian people with the country’s current
political system and economic situation, rather than a reaction
against his personality (Ormeci, 2024/b).

Figure III. 2024 Romanian presidential election first-round results
(Statista, 2024)
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Romanian Presidential election first round results in 2024
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The party/leader who pulled off a big surprise and outpaced the
social democrats, one of the two major entrenched forces in the
country, along with the center-right leaning National Liberal Party
(PNL), was the liberal Union to Save Romania (USR) party and its
leader and presidential candidate Elena Lasconi. Although Ciolacu
was the second-ranked candidate after Georgescu on election night
and in the early morning hours of the next day (4lJazeera, 2024), as
a result of the votes of the Romanian diaspora, especially from
Moldova, Lasconi managed to increase her share of the vote to 19.18
percent, beating Ciolacu by some 3,000 votes and putting her into
the second round. Nicolae Ciuca, the center-right PNL candidate,
failed with 8.79 percent of the vote.

After the results of the elections in Romania were announced, there
was an atmosphere of surprise and uncertainty in the country. While
Calin Georgescu, who suddenly became the favorite candidate after
the first round results, declared in his statements to his country’s
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media outlets that he is not a far-right/fascist leader and that he is
just a patriot who loves his country (Agerpres, 2024/b), pro-EU
liberal circles in the country started to organize regular protests
against Georgescu, whom they consider as a fascist and dictatorial
politician (Agerpres, 2024/e).

As if this atmosphere of tension in the country was not enough, in
the following days, a decision taken by the Constitutional Court, the
highest judicial authority in the country, put the elections in an even
more uncertain position. The Constitutional Court of Romania,
which evaluated the very small difference in votes between the
second and third candidate and the allegations of external
interference in the election, decided to recount the votes and ruled
that this could only be done after the parliamentary elections on
December 1 (Agerpres, 2024/c).

Romania’s High Council for National Security, which convened
urgently, also issued a statement on various external interventions
and cyber-attacks on the electoral process in the country. In the
statement, Russia was blamed as the interfering foreign state, while
the Chinese internet platform TikTok was criticized for using
algorithms to spread propaganda in favor of certain candidates
(namely Georgescu) (Agerpres, 2024/d).

Finally, on 6 December, Romanian Constitutional Court decided that
an orchestrated online campaign, primarily on TikTok, manipulated
voter behavior and inflated polling in the 24 November poll. The
Court gave its verdict for the cancellation of the election (Wilson,
2024). In that sense, allegations of Russian and Chinese interference
into election resulted in the cancellation and postponement of
presidential election. The elections will be hold on May 4, 2025 (first
round) and if necessary, on May 18, 2025 (Romania-Insider, 2025).
Meanwhile, George Simion, the leader of the far-right populist party
AUR, said that he does not believe the presidential elections will be
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held on May 4 and 18, as decided by the governing coalition, “until
he sees the government decision” (Agerpres, 2025).

Although the electoral procedures are not declared by the
government, it is expected that Calin Georgescu and George Simeon
will become presidential candidates again. While the candidacy of
liberal USR leader Elena Lasconi seems almost certain, PNL and
PSD will probably change their candidates after their failure in the
annulled elections.

The controversial presidential election in Romania in 2024 proved
that the ongoing geopolitical struggle between the collective West
and Russia and China axis negatively affects the country’s stability,
making it vulnerable to social divisions. In that sense, a more
harmonious global system which facilitates international trade and
supports the implementation of existing international law might be
more advantageous for medium-size countries like Romania since
the country possesses strong ties with former communist countries
as well.

Conclusion

In conclusion, despite Romania’s growing strategic importance for
the United States (U.S.) in the recent NATO-Russia tensions, the
strained relations with Russia have led to a distinctly chaotic
environment in the country’s politics in recent months. In this
context, the overwhelming success of the pro-Russian candidate
Calin Georgescu in the first round of the 2024 presidential election
is, in my opinion, a sign of popular dissatisfaction with the current
system and the EU’s recent loss of legitimacy within the country.
This shows that the European dream -at least in Romania- has
recently begun to fade. Electoral results in Moldova also proves that
the support for the EU is diminishing recently. To reverse this
process, Brussels must recover from its economic and diplomatic
weakness and strengthen pro-European ideals such as democracy,
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human rights, free-market economy, development, borderless
Europe, and better social rights.

With the Constitutional Court’s decision, the Romanian presidential
election was postponed to May 2025, while the candidates could be
different from the earlier electoral process. While the verdict delayed
the crisis for a while, the rapid rise of far-right in the country with
the AUR party leader George Simion and independent NATO-
skeptic candidate Calin Georgescu continues. In that sense, a
normalization is expected in the country with the support of EU in
the coming months since the country’s geopolitical positioning is
constantly on the rise with the ongoing expansion of the Mihail
Kogalniceanu military base.
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Zengezur Koridoru projesi, Tirkiye ile Azerbaycan arasinda dogrudan kara
baglantis1 saglayarak bolgesel jeopolitik dengeleri onemli olgiide degistirme
potansiyeline sahip stratejik bir projedir. Bu makale, Zengezur Koridoru’nun
Tiirkiye-Azerbaycan iliskileri baglaminda stratejik ve ekonomik Onemini ele
giiclendirme ve Tiirk Diinyasi’nin entegrasyonunu tesvik etme potansiyeli
incelenmektedir. Ayrica, koridorun Rusya, Iran, Ermenistan ve Giircistan gibi
bolgesel aktorlerin stratejik hesaplari iizerindeki etkisi analiz edilmektedir. Bunun
yani sira, koridorun Tiirkiye ile Azerbaycan arasinda ticaret ve lojistik alaninda
yeni firsatlar yaratmasi, enerji nakil hatlarinin entegrasyonu ve ekonomik
biliylimeye katkis1 vurgulanmaktadir. Son olarak, Zengezur Koridoru’nun Tiirk
Diinyasi’nin ekonomik entegrasyonunu hizlandirarak Avrasya ticaretine dnemli
katkilar saglayacag ifade edilmektedir.
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Zangezur Corridor: In the Context of Tiirkiye-Azerbaijan
Relations Strategic, Economic and Regional Implications

Abstract

The Zangezur Corridor is a strategic project with the potential to significantly
reshape regional geopolitical dynamics by establishing a direct land connection
between Tiirkiye and Azerbaijan. This study examines the strategic and economic
significance of the Zangezur Corridor within the context of Tiirkiye-Azerbaijan
relations. Firstly, the corridor’s potential to strengthen bilateral ties between
Tiirkiye and Azerbaijan and to promote the integration of the Turkic World is
analyzed. Additionally, the study explores the corridor’s impact on the strategic
calculations of regional actors such as Russia, Iran, Armenia, and Georgia.
Furthermore, the corridor’s role in creating new opportunities for trade and
logistics between Tiirkiye and Azerbaijan, integrating energy transmission lines,
and contributing to economic growth is emphasized. Lastly, the Zangezur Corridor
is expected to accelerate the economic integration of the Turkic World and make
a significant contribution to Eurasian trade.

Keywords: Zangezur Corridor, Tiirkiye-Azerbaijan Connection, Geopolitics,
Economic Integration, Energy Transmission Lines, Turkic World.
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Giris

Zengezur bolgesi hem Ermenistan hem de Azerbaycan sinirlar
icinde yer alan yedi idari birimden (rayon) olusmaktadir (Hille,
2010: 159-169). Bu bolge, Azerbaycan’in gilineybati sinirlari ile
Ermenistan’in giineydogusunu kapsayan Gafan, Gorge, Karakilsa,
Meghi, Zangilan, Gubadli ve Lagin’i i¢ine almakta ve Zengezur
Sirtr'n1 da igermektedir (Volodicheva, 2002: 350-376). Tarihsel
olarak, Zengezur her iki iilke i¢in de biiyilk 6nem tasimaktadir;
Azerbaycan’daki kismi “Dogu Zengezur,” Ermenistan’daki kismi
ise “Bat1 Zengezur” olarak adlandirilmaktadir. Ozellikle 19.
ylizyildan itibaren stratejik bir konuma sahip olan bolge (Mustafayev
& Sadigova, 2022), Azerbaycan acisindan hala hayati bir 6neme
sahiptir (Croissant, 1998).

Sovyetler Birligi’nin dagilmasinin ardindan Ermenistan, Karabag ve
cevresindeki bolgeleri isgal etmis ve yaklasik 1 milyon
Azerbaycanliyr yerinden etmistir (Kerimova, 2017). Birlesmis
Milletler Giivenlik Konseyi’nin isgalin sona erdirilmesi yoniindeki
cagrilarina ragmen, Ermenistan bu topraklardan c¢ekilmemistir
(Mammadova, 2019: 233). AGIT Minsk Grubu’nun zaman zaman
Ermenistan’t  desteklemesi nedeniyle yillarca siiren baris
goriigmeleri basarisizlikla sonuglanmistir (Kerimov, 2017). Bu
stirecte Ermenistan’in Azerbaycanli sivillere yonelik tehdit ve
saldirilari, Giiney Kafkasya’daki gerilimi giderek artirmistir
(Babayev & Mahmudov, 2023: 894-913).

Barig goriismelerinden sonug¢ alinamamasi iizerine Azerbaycan,
Eyliil 2020°de “Demir Yumruk Harekati”’n1 baglatmistir. Kisa siirede
“Vatan Savag1” olarak anilmaya baglayan bu harekat, 44 giin siiren
catigmalarin ardindan Azerbaycan’in zaferiyle sonug¢lanmistir
(Iskandarov & Gawliczek, 2021: 30-40; Askerov & Ibadoghlu,
2022: 245-271). Savas, 9 Kasim 2020°de Azerbaycan, Ermenistan
ve Rusya arasinda imzalanan Uglii Deklarasyon ile sona ermistir
(Manukyan, 2024: 28-41). Bu anlagma, bolgedeki ulasim aglarinin
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yeniden agilmasiyla ekonomik toparlanmanin Oniini ag¢mistir
(Gafarli, 2025: 148-173). Bu ¢ercevede, Zengezur Koridoru projesi
giindeme gelmistir. Cumhurbaskan1 ilham Aliyev, Azerbaycan’1
Ermenistan’1 baypas ederek Nah¢ivan’a ve Tiirkiye’ye baglayacak
alternatif bir giizergah olmasi nedeniyle bu projeyi stratejik acidan
hayati bir girisim olarak tamimlamaktadir (Safiyev, 2024).
Koridorun, Azerbaycan ve Tirkiye i¢in Onemli ekonomik ve
jeopolitik avantajlar saglamasi ve Azerbaycan’in uluslararasi
lojistikteki roliinii giiclendirmesi beklenmektedir (Gawliczek &
Iskandarov, 2023). Koridorun bir parcast olan 123 km
uzunlugundaki Horadiz-Cebrayil-Zengilan-Agbent karayolunun
temeli 2021 yilinda atilmistir (Leyla, 2023; Kocalar & Dilaver, 2024:
199-214). Azerbaycan ile Ermenistan arasindaki siyasi engellerin
asilmast halinde, bu yolun Ermenistan topraklarindan gecen
boliimiine baglanmasi planlanmaktadir (Demirkollu, 2020: 135).
Ancak, Zengezur Koridoru’nun hayata gegirilmesi, Rusya ve iran
gibi bolgesel giiglerin ¢ikarlariyla catismasi nedeniyle ciddi
engellerle kars1 karsiyadir (Gawliczek & Iskandarov, 2023).

Bu calisma ii¢ boliimden olugmaktadir. Birinci béliimde, Zengezur
Gegidi’nin stratejik 6nemi ve Tiirkiye-Azerbaycan iligkilerine etkisi
ele almacaktir. Ikinci boliimde, Zengezur Koridoru nun bdlgesel gii¢
dengeleri iizerindeki etkisi incelenecek ve bu baglamda Rusya,
Ermenistan, iran ve  Giircistan’in  izledigi  politikalar
degerlendirilecektir. Uciincii boliimde ise, koridorun ekonomik
potansiyeli, Nahcivan’in 6nemi ve bdlgesel entegrasyon firsatlari ele
alinarak calisma tamamlanacaktir.

1. Zengezur Koridoru'nun Stratejik Onemi ve Tiirkiye-
Azerbaycan Iliskilerine Etkisi

Ermenistan’in kigkirtici saldirilarina karsilik olarak Azerbaycan, 27
Eyliil 2020 tarihinde isgal altindaki topraklarini kurtarmak amaciyla
kapsamli bir “Demir Yumruk Harekati” baslatmis ve uluslararasi
hukuk cercevesinde “mesru miidafaa hakkini” kullanmistir (Koger,
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2022; Hein, 2023: 468). Bu operasyon kisa siirede ikinci Karabag
Savagi’'na doniismiis ve Azerbaycan ordusunun kesin zaferiyle
sonuglanarak Ermenistan’in bolgedeki provokasyonlarin1 bosa
cikarmistir (Yavuz & Gunter, 2022). Savas sirasinda Ermenistan,
Kolektif Giivenlik Antlasmas1 Orgiitii (KGAO) gibi iigiincii taraf
aktorleri slirece dahil etmeye ¢alismis; ayrica Karabag disindaki sivil
yerlesim bolgelerine yasakli silahlarla flize saldirilart diizenleyerek
Azerbaycan’t  kiskirtmayr  amaclanustir  (fbrahimli, 2022;
Bahsaliyeva, 2021). Ancak Azerbaycan, bu provokasyonlara
dogrudan misilleme yapmaktan kaginmistir (Acer, 2020).

Rusya, Hazar bolgesi ve Orta Asya’daki niifuzunun Bati’nin
cevreleme politikalartyla zayiflatilabilecegini ongorerek, Karabag
ihtilafinda Ermenistan’a verdigi destegi pragmatik bir sekilde
yeniden sekillendirmistir. Savas sirasinda Ermenistan’a askeri
yardimlarini artirmasina ragmen, bu yardimlarin Azerbaycan’a kars1
dogrudan kullanilmadigin1 iddia etmistir (Kochashvili, 2022).
Rusya’nin bu tutumu, bolgedeki stratejik dengeyi koruma
cabalarinin bir pargasi olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Azerbaycan’in
zaferinin ardindan ise Rusya, bolgedeki miittefiki Ermenistan’in
ugradig1r kaybi telafi etmek amaciyla ¢esitli onlemler almistir
(Abilov & Isayev, 2015: 113).

Ikinci Karabag Savasi’nda Azerbaycan’in zaferi, biiyiik olgiide
Tiirkiye’nin diplomatik ve askeri destegiyle pekismistir. Tiirkiye nin
“bir millet, iki devlet” anlayis1 ¢ergevesinde verdigi destek,
Azerbaycan’in toprak biitiinliiglinii koruma ¢abalarinda kritik bir rol
oynamistir (Abilov, 1997: 80). Ozellikle, Bayraktar TB2 insansiz
hava araglarmin (IHA) savasin gidisatini degistiren en onemli
unsurlardan  biri oldugu gériilmiistir. Bu IHA’lar, Ermeni
mevzilerini yiiksek hassasiyetle hedef alarak Azerbaycan’a tistiinliik
saglamis ve modern savas teknolojilerinin etkinligini bir kez daha
kanitlamistir  (Hwang & Song, 2022: 439-458). Ancak,
Azerbaycan’in kazandig1 zaferin ardindan Tirkiye’nin 10 Kasim
2020 tarihli ateskes anlagmasina dogrudan taraf olmamasi dikkat

148



cekmistir. Bununla birlikte, 30 Ocak 2021°de kurulan Tiirk-Rus
Ortak Merkezi'nde gozlemci statiisii elde eden Tiirkiye, bolgedeki

etkisini artirarak onemli bir bolgesel aktor konumuna gelmistir
(Mankoft, 2022).

Sovyetler Birligi’nin dagilmasinin ardindan Tiirkiye ile Azerbaycan
arasindaki tarihi baglar hizla giiclenmis ve stratejik ortaklik
seviyesine yiikselmistir  (Oztarsu, 2011: 70-85). Tiirkiye,
Azerbaycan’in bagimsizligini tantyan ilk lilke olmus ve Azerbaycan,
Tiirkiye icin sadece etnik ve kiiltlirel baglariyla degil, ayn1 zamanda
jeopolitik konumuyla da stratejik bir ortak haline gelmistir (iskender,
2018). Azerbaycan, Tirkiye’nin Orta Asya ve diger Tiirk
devletleriyle baglantisin1 saglayan kilit bir geg¢is noktasi olarak
degerlendirilmektedir (Kdstem, 2019: 111-128). Karabag Savasi, iki
iilke arasindaki askeri, diplomatik ve ekonomik is birligini daha da
pekistirmistir (Hovsepyan & Tonoyan, 2024: 622-655). Tiirkiye ve
Azerbaycan, bolgesel sorunlarin bolge iilkeleri tarafindan ¢6ziilmesi
gerektigi konusunda ortak bir durus sergilemekte ve Batil1 aktorlerin
bolgeye miidahalesine karsi ¢ikmaktadir (Aras & Fidan, 2009: 193-
215). Bu stratejik is birligi, 15 Haziran 2021°de Azerbaycan’in Milli
Kurtulus Giinti'nde imzalanan “Susa Deklarasyonu” ile yeni bir
boyuta tasinmistir (Shafiyev, 2023: 13-24). Bildiri, askeri, siyasi ve
ekonomik alanlarda derinlemesine is birligi 6ngérmekle kalmayip,
Tiirk Diinyas1 ve Giiney Kafkasya acisindan da tarihi bir doniim
noktas1 olmustur (Celik & Aslanli, 2024: 55-78). Bildiride, 13 Ekim
1921°de imzalanan Kars Antlagsmasi’na atifta bulunularak, 5.
maddede Nahgivan’in Azerbaycan’in ayrilmaz bir parcasi oldugu
vurgulanmistir  (Kiigiik, 2023: 200-210). Susa Deklarasyonu
yalnizca askeri ve siyasi alanlarda degil, ekonomik ve Kkiiltiirel is
birligini de derinlestirmeyi amaglamaktadir. Ayrica, Ermenistan’in
bolgedeki kigkirtict eylemlerine karsi caydirici bir mekanizma iglevi
de gormektedir (Ghahriyan, Torosyan & Harutyunyan, 2024: 1-30).

Zengezur Koridoru’nun agilmasi ve Kars-Nahg¢ivan demiryolunun
ingas1, Tirkiye ile Azerbaycan arasindaki ulasim baglantilarini
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giiclendirecek ve Tiirk Diinyasi i¢in stratejik bir ticaret glizergahi
olusturacaktir (Gulahmadov & Huseyn, 2023a: 121-128). Uglii
Anlasma’nin 9. maddesi, Nahgivan Ozerk Cumhuriyeti ile
Azerbaycan’in ana karasi arasindaki ulasim yollarinin yeniden
acilmasim1 ongodrerek, Tiirkiye-Azerbaycan iliskilerinde 6nemli bir
ilerleme kaydetmistir (Kilig, 2023: 39; Ghahriyan, Torosyan &
Harutyunyan, 2024: 1-30).

Sekil 1: Zengezur Koridoru (https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/analiz/3-

soruda-zengezur-koridorunun-onemi/2767969 )
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Zengezur Koridoru projesi (Bkz. Sekil 1), iilkenin gilineyinde
Nahgivan ile Azerbaycan anakarasi arasinda stratejik bir kara yolu
olusturmay1 hedeflemektedir (Gafarli, 2025: 148-173). Bu koridor,
iki bolge arasinda fiziksel bir baglant1 saglamanin 6tesinde, Giiney
Kafkasya'nin jeopolitik ve ekonomik dinamiklerini yeniden
sekillendirme potansiyeline sahiptir (Kocalar ve Dilaver, 2024: 199-
214). Zengezur Koridoru’nun agilmasi, Tiirkiye ile Azerbaycan
arasindaki stratejik ortaklig1 pekistirecek, siyasi, ekonomik ve
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kiiltiirel baglarin1 giiclendirecektir (Erdei ve Erdei-Gally, 2023:
133). Bu gelisme, Tiirk Diinyas: i¢cinde daha genis bir bolgesel
entegrasyon siireciyle uyumludur. Ayrica, Zengezur Koridoru'nun
acilmasi, bolgenin transit haritasin1 degistirecek ve Azerbaycan ile
Tiirkiye arasinda kara baglantis1 saglanacak, Ermenistan ile Rusya
arasinda Azerbaycan iizerinden bir demiryolu hatt1 insa edilecektir
(Dadaslhi ve Valiyev, 2024: 1-20). Boylece, Zengezur Koridoru hem
Azerbaycan ile Tiirkiye’yi hem de Ermenistan ile Rusya’y1 birbirine
baglayacaktir. Boylece tarihte ilk kez Rusya ile Tiirkiye arasinda
demiryolu baglantis1 kurulmus olacaktir (Celikok ve Talih, 2023:
412-413). Zengezur Koridoru, tamamlandiginda Orta Asya'y1 Hazar
Denizi ve Tiirkiye lizerinden Avrupa'ya baglayan kesintisiz bir
glizergah olusturacaktir (Aracioglu ve Esmer, 2023: 1-16). Bu durum
Tiirkiye’nin Azerbaycan’a erisimini artiracak ve Azerbaycan’in
Tiirkiye ile baglarin1 saglamlastiracaktir. Her iki lilke de artan ticaret,
daha verimli lojistik aglar ve entegre enerji projelerinden
faydalanmaya devam etmektedir (Kazanci ve Arslan, 2024: 1272-
1283). Zengezur Koridoru, Tiirkiye ile Azerbaycan arasinda
dogrudan bir kara baglantisi saglayarak, 6zellikle enerji tagimaciligi
icin onemli olacak ve her iki iilke i¢in de enerji giivenligi ve ticareti
acisindan kritik firsatlar sunacaktir (Gafarli, 2025: 148-173; Akay,
2023: 225-237). Aym1 zamanda, Tiirk ve Azeri enerji sirketleri
arasinda daha fazla isbirligini tesvik edecek ve ortak enerji
projelerinin giivenligini artiracaktir (Kazanci ve Arslan, 2024: 1272-
1283). Azerbaycan, Hazar Denizi’nden c¢ikarilan dogal gaz ve
petroliin en 6nemli tedarik¢ilerinden olup, Avrupa’ya yaptig1 enerji
ihracat1 bolgesel enerji gilivenligi icin kritik Oneme sahiptir.
Zengezur Koridoru ile enerji nakil yollar1 optimize edilerek, her iki
iilkenin de ekonomik olarak fayda saglamasi saglanacaktir.
Azerbaycan i¢in bu durum enerji ihracatindan elde edilen gelirin
artmasi anlamina gelirken, Tiirkiye de ulasim maliyetlerinin diismesi
ve bir enerji gecis merkezi konumuna wulagsmasi anlamina
gelmektedir. Her iki iilkenin ekonomileri, bu enerji akislariyla
giderek daha fazla i¢ ige gectikce, ikili iliskiler giiclenecek, daha
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derin ekonomik igbirliklerinin ve yeni ortakliklarin 6nii agilacaktir
(Ibrahimov, 2015: 83-100). Ayrica, iyilestirilmis ulasim aglari
yalnizca enerji arzi i¢in hayati onem tasimakla kalmayacak, ayni
zamanda boru hatlari, depolama tesisleri ve enerji santralleri gibi
ortak enerji altyap1r projelerinin kurulmasini da tesvik edecektir
(Yesevi ve Tiftikcigil, 2015: 27-44). Tirkiye ile Azerbaycan
arasindaki enerji isbirligi, bolgedeki diger iilkeler i¢in bir model
teskil edebilir, bolgesel istikrar tesvik edebilir ve ilgili tiim taraflar
icin enerji gilivenligini artirabilir (Bozhilova, 2009: 293-311).
Zengezur Koridoru, Azerbaycan'n Tiirkiye tiizerinden Avrupa
pazarlarma erisimini kolaylastiracak ve her iki {ilke i¢in de olumlu
ekonomik sonuglar doguracaktir (Kocalar ve Dilaver, 2024: 199-
214). Yeni ulasim giizergahi, Tiirkiye ile Azerbaycan arasindaki
ticareti giiglendirecegi gibi, Tiirkiye'nin Ortadogu iilkeleriyle olan
ticari iliskilerini de gelistirecektir (Kardas ve Macit, 2015: 23-46).
Bu sekilde, Zengezur Koridoru, Tiirk Diinyasi i¢in bir mihenk tasi
olma ve bolge genelinde ticari, lojistik ve siyasi baglantilari
giiclendirme potansiyeline sahiptir (Chedia, 2024: 194-216).
Zengezur Koridoru'nun yani sira Tiirkiye'nin karayolu altyapisinin
gelistirilmesi, Orta Asya ve Cin'e de yeni lojistik giizergahlar
olusturacaktir (Gabrielyan, 2022: 11-29). Bu koridor, sadece tarihi
ve kiiltiirel baglar nedeniyle stratejik oneme sahip olmakla kalmayip,
ayni zamanda Tiirk dili konusan topluluklarin entegrasyonunu
hizlandirarak ekonomik, kiiltirel ve ticari isbirligini tesvik
etmektedir (Ozsoy, 2024: 1000-1013). Tiirkiye ile Azerbaycan
arasindaki iligkilerin gliglenmesi, Orta Asya, Katkaslar ve Orta Dogu
gibi kilit bolgelerde daha etkin bir ortakligin kurulmasini
kolaylastiracaktir (Dikkaya ve Ozyakisir, 2008: 93-118). Ayrica,
diger Tiirk halklar1 ile artan isbirligi, bolgesel giivenligi
giiclendirecek ve ekonomik entegrasyonu hizlandiracaktir. Zengezur
Koridoru, Tiirkiye ve Azerbaycan'in konumunu gii¢clendirerek, diger
bolgesel aktorlerle daha etkin bir sekilde isbirligi yapmalarini
saglayacaktir (Kavtaradze, 2024: 124-129).
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2. Zengezur Koridoru’nun Bolgesel Gii¢ Dengelerine Etkisi

Zengezur Koridoru’nun insasi projesi, Giliney Kafkasya, Orta Asya
ve daha genis Avrasya bolgesindeki bolgesel dinamikler tlizerinde
genis kapsamli sonuglar1 olan 6nemli bir jeopolitik gelisme olarak
one ¢ikmaktadir (Gulahmadov ve Huseyn, 2023b: 111-117). Bu
koridor, Azerbaycan ile Nahg¢ivan arasinda Ermenistan tizerinden
dogrudan bir kara baglantis1 kurarak, Azerbaycan ile Tiirkiye
arasindaki siyasi, ekonomik ve giivenlik baglarinmi giiglendirecektir
(Chedia, 2024: 194-216). Proje, iki iilkenin yaninda Rusya, Iran,
Ermenistan ve Giircistan’t da etkileme potansiyeline sahiptir
(Copplecchia, 2024). Zengezur Koridoru’nun agilmasi, bolge
devletlerinin stratejik hesaplarini yeniden yapmalarina yol agacak,
ekonomik ve giivenlik dinamiklerini yeniden sekillendirerek
bolgedeki mevcut gilic dengesini degistirebilecektir (Yilmaz, 2024:
1-16).

2.1. Zengezur Koridoru’nun Ac¢ilmasinin Rusya Uzerindeki
Etkisi

Rusya, tarihsel olarak Giiney Kafkasya ve Orta Asya'da baskin bir
giic olmus; askeri varligi, ekonomik niifuzu ve stratejik ortakliklari
aracilifiyla bolge iizerindeki kontroliinii siirdiirmeye c¢alismistir
(Malashenko, 2013). Rusya, yillar boyunca, 0Ozellikle Daglik
Karabag konusunda Ermenistan't hem siyasi hem de askeri olarak
desteklerken, Azerbaycan ile iliskilerini dengelemeye 6zen
gostermistir (Jovi¢-Lazi¢ ve Boskovi¢, 2024: 55-82). Karabag
sorununun, enerji yollar1 ve jeopolitik saflagsmalar {izerindeki
etkileriyle, Rusya’nin bdlgedeki stratejik ¢ikarlari agisindan kritik
bir yonii olmustur (Gorgiild, 2012: 47-66).

Zengezur Koridoru'nun agilmasi, Rusya i¢in hem firsatlar hem de
zorluklar sunmaktadir. Koridor, bir yandan Rusya'ya, Azerbaycan'a
dogrudan erisim yoluyla Ermenistan’la daha derin ekonomik
iliskiler kurma ve potansiyel olarak ticaret ve enerji yollarini
gelistirme firsati sunmaktadir (Vinokurov, Ahunbaev ve Zaboev,
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2022: 159-173). Ayrica, Zengezur Koridoru, Rusya'nin Giircistan
topraklarina olan bagimhiligimi asarak Ortadogu'ya erisim igin
alternatif bir rota iglevi gorebilir (Gafarli, 2025: 148-173). Bu tiir
gelismeler, bolgenin stratejik ulagim yollan ve ittifaklar ag1 iginde
manevra kabiliyetini artirarak Rusya icin faydali olabilir. Ancak,
daha gii¢lii bir Tiirkiye-Azerbaycan ortakliginin ortaya ¢ikmasi,
Rusya’nin Giiney Kafkasya’daki niifuzuna dogrudan bir meydan
okuma tegkil etmektedir (Naghiyev, 2023). Azerbaycan’in Tiirkiye
ile baglarmin gliglenmesi, 6zellikle Tiirkiye ve Azerbaycan’in bir¢ok
kilit konuda Ermenistan’a karst ittifak kurmasi nedeniyle, Rusya’nin
bolgedeki hakimiyetini zayiflatabilir (Guliyev, 2024: 1-21). Ayrica,
Zengezur Koridoru, Rusya’nin kontroliindeki geleneksel rotalari
atlayarak Orta Asya'dan Avrupa’ya mal tasimaciliginm
kolaylastirabilir. Bu durum, Rusya’nin bolgesel ulasim aglar
iizerindeki etkisini ve Dogu ile Bat1 arasindaki mal ve enerji akisini
kontrol etme kabiliyetini zayiflatabilir (Gawliczek ve Iskandarov,
2023). Bu riskleri azaltmak i¢in, Rusya'nin bolgedeki askeri ve
diplomatik stratejilerini yeniden degerlendirmesi gerekebilir.
Azerbaycan ile Tirkiye arasindaki artan isbirligi, Rusya’y1r daha
temkinli bir yaklasim benimsemeye, Ermenistan ile iliskilerini
dengelemeye ve Giiney Kafkasya’daki ¢ikarlarin1 savunmanin yeni
yollarin1 kesfetmeye zorlayabilir (Labarre ve Niculescu, 2024).

2.2. Zengezur Koridoru’nun Ac¢ilmasmin Iran’a Etkisi

Iran, Giiney Kafkasya ve Orta Asya'da uzun siiredir niifuzunu
siirdiirmeye ¢alismakta ve bu bolgeleri ekonomik ve stratejik hirslar
icin biiyilk Onem tasimaktadir (Weitz, 2015). Zengezur
Koridoru’nun agilmasi, jeopolitik manzarayr Iran'm bélge
politikasina hem meydan okuyacak hem de yeni firsatlar sunacak
sekilde yeniden sekillendirebilecegi icin Iran icin onemli bir
gelismedir (Golmohammadi ve Markedonov, 2024: 152-175).
Iran'in Azerbaycan ile iliskileri karmasik bir hal almis hem isbirligi
hem de gerginlik igerir (Nassibli, 1999; Winrow, 2016: 93-111). iki
iilke, ABD ve Rusya gibi dis giiclerin etkisini dengeleme konusunda
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ortak bir cikar1 paylagsa da Iran, ozellikle bolgesel giivenlik
baglaminda Azerbaycan’in Tiirkiye ile artan baglarina kars1 temkinli
davranmistir (Flanagan, 2013: 163-178).

Azerbaycan ile Tiirkiye arasindaki kara baglantisini giiclendiren
Zengezur Koridoru’nun agilmasi, Iran tarafindan 6zellikle transit
ticaret ve enerji giivenligi agisindan bolgedeki kendi niifuzuna
yonelik  bir tehdit olarak goriilebilir (Golmohammadi ve
Markedonov, 2024: 152-175). Tarihsel olarak, Iran Azerbaycan'in
Nahgivan'a erigimini kolaylastirmada 6nemli bir rol oynamis ve mal
ile elektrik i¢in 6nemli ulasim yollar1 saglamistir (Dadagh ve
Valiyev, 2024: 1-20). Zengezur Koridorunun agilmasiyla
Azerbaycan'm Nahgivan'a erisim icin Iran’a olan bagimlihg
azalacak ve bu da Iran'in komsusu iizerindeki niifuzunu sinirlayabilir
(Kocalar, vd. Dilaver, 2024: 199-214). iran, bdlgedeki araci roliinii
potansiyel olarak azaltabilecegi i¢in bunu bir kayip olarak gorebilir
(Mahmudlu, vd. Abilov, 2018: 33-49). Ancak, Iran i¢in de potansiyel
faydalar bulunmaktadir. Zengezur Koridoru, Iran’in yillardir
gelistirmeye calistigi Kuzey-Giiney Ulastirma Koridoru’nun 6nemli
bir bilegseni olan Ermenistan’la demiryolu baglantisin1 yeniden
kurmasma olanak saglayabilir (Kaleji, 2023: 14-20). iran, bu
baglantiy1r yeniden kurarak Ermenistan ve Giircistan iizerinden
Karadeniz’e erisim saglayabilir ve Avrupa ile ticaret i¢in yeni bir rota
olusturabilir (Chedia, 2024: 194-216). Bu alternatif rota, Iran’n
bolgenin ekonomik ve siyasi dinamiklerinde kilit oyuncular olan
Azerbaycan ve Tiirkiye’yi devre digi birakmasina izin verecektir
(Gawliczek ve Iskandarov, 2023). Ancak, bu planin hayata
gecebilmesi i¢in Iran’in Ermenistan ile demiryolu baglantisin
yeniden kurmasi gerekmektedir. Bu durum, Iran ile Ermenistan
arasindaki devam eden siyasi gerilimlerin yani sira Sovyet donemi
altyapisinin yeniden agilmasi gibi zorluklar nedeniyle kisa stirede
gerceklestirilebilmesi miimkiin gériinmemektedir (Kaleji, 2023: 14-
20).
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Iran, Tiirkiye-Azerbaycan ortakhigmin  giiglendirilmesinden
kaynaklanan zorluklarla karsilasabilecegi gibi, Azerbaycan ve
Tiirkiye’ye olan bagimliligimi azaltabilecek alternatif bir glizergah
olan Zengezur Koridoru’ndan faydalanabilir (Gafarh, 2025: 148-
173). Ancak koridor projesinin gerceklestirilebilmesi 6zellikle iran,
Rusya ve Ermenistan arasindaki karmasik jeopolitik iliskiler 1s1g1nda
dikkatli bir diplomatik yOnetisim gerektirmektedir (Labarre ve
Niculescu, 2024).

2.3. Zengezur Koridoru'nun Acilmasinin Ermenistan
Uzerindeki Etkisi

Zengezur Koridoru’nun agilmast Ermenistan i¢in hem bir meydan
okuma hem de bir firsat anlamma gelmektedir. Ermenistan,
Zengezur  Koridoru'nun  bolgedeki  stratejik  konumunu
sarsabileceginden derin endise duymaktadir (Chedia, 2024: 194-
216). Zira insa edilmesi planlanan koridor, Ermenistan’1t tamamen
atlayarak, Azerbaycan ile Nahg¢ivan arasinda dogrudan kara
erisimini  saglayacaktir. Bu durum Ermenistan’in ekonomik
izolasyonunu derinlestirebilecegi gibi Giliney Kafkasya’daki
jeopolitik manevralarint da sinirlayabilir (Dumlu ve Sahin, 2024:
169-194). Ermenistan’in endiseleri, Zengezur Koridorunun
acilmasiin Azerbaycan ile kara baglarin1 daha da koparabilecegi,
potansiyel olarak ekonomik izolasyonunu derinlestirebilecegi ve
bolgesel miizakerelerdeki kaldiracini azaltabilecegi gerceginden
kaynaklanmaktadir (Oztarsu, 2024). Ermenistan ile Azerbaycan
arasindaki karmasik iliski g6z 6niine alindiginda, Zengezur Koridoru
insa projesi iki lilke arasindaki gerilimi artirabilir ve Ermenistan’in
bolgedeki ¢ikarlarini savunmasini zorlastirabilir. Buna ilave olarak,
Ermenistan’in askeri ve siyasi destek i¢in Rusya’ya olan bagimliligi,
Ermenistan’in giineyinde olusturulacak bu koridor ile Azerbaycan ve
Tiirkiye tarafindan cevrelenmesi nedeniyle daha fazla artacaktir
(Allison, 2004: 277-293). Ancak koridorun agilmasi, Ermenistan’a
ozellikle iran ve Rusya’yla olan ekonomik ve stratejik iliskileri
acisindan firsatlar da sunabilir. Sovyetler Birligi’nin dagilmasinin
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ardindan islevsiz hale gelen iran demiryolu baglantisinin yeniden
kurulmasi, Ermenistan’in komsulariyla yeniden ticari ve ekonomik
faaliyetlerde bulunmasima olanak tamiyabilir (Neset vd., 2023).
Ayrica Ermenistan, Hindistan, Iran ve Rusya’y1 birbirine baglayan
yeni bir ulasim ag1 olusturmayr amaglayan bir proje olan
Uluslararas1 Kuzey-Giiney Ulastirma Koridoru (INSTC) projesine
katilabilir (Grigoryan, vd., 2024: 6002). Bu durum Ermenistan’in,
Azerbaycan’in ana ulagim yollar1 tizerindeki kontroliinden bagimsiz
olarak hem Rusya hem de Iran ile ekonomik baglarmi
giiclendirmesine  olanak  saglayacaktir  (Sahakyan, 2020).
Ermenistan, INSTC gibi bdlgesel projelere katilarak Rusya, Iran ve
Avrupa'daki 6nemli pazarlarla baglantisini artirabilir.

Zengezur Koridoru’nun acgilmasi, Ermenistan i¢in jeopolitik
egemenligi acisindan daha fazla zorluga yol agabilirken, ayni
zamanda iilkenin uzun siiredir devam eden ekonomik izolasyonunun
kirllmasma da yardimer olabilir (Meister, 2021). Ancak
Ermenistan'm koridora verecegi tepki, bir taraftan Rusya ve Iran’la
iliskilerini dengelerken, diger taraftan da bolgede artan Tiirk ve
Azeri niifuzuyla iliskili potansiyel riskleri yonetebilmesine bagh
olacaktir (Yepremyan, 2022: 50-79).

2.4. Zengezur Koridoru’nun Ac¢ilmasimin Giircistan’a Etkisi

Giircistan, Azerbaycan, Tiirkiye ve Avrupa arasindaki enerji ve mal
tagimaciligi i¢in 6nemli bir transit iilke konumundadir (Bayramova,
2023: 5018). Zengezur Koridoru’nun agilmasi, Glircistan’da 6énemli
kaygilara yol agmistir. Ciinkii bir¢ok uzman bu gelismenin, tilkenin
bolgesel bir ulasim merkezi olarak roliinii zayiflatabilecegini
degerlendirmektedir (Gawliczek ve Iskandarov, 2023). Tarihsel
olarak Giircistan, Azerbaycan’in enerji kaynaklarinin ve mallarinin
Tiirkiye’ye ve Otesine tasinmasinda kilit bir aracilik rolii tistlenerek
ekonomik a¢idan fayda saglamistir (Humbatov ve Klimas, 2016).
Ancak Azerbaycan ile Nahcivan arasinda kurulacak yeni kara
koridoru, Giircistan’in mevcut ulagim yollariyla rekabet edebilir ve
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bu durum, Bakii-Tiflis-Kars demiryolu ve Giircistan’daki diger
kritik altyapt projelerinin Onemini azaltabilir (Gawliczek ve
Iskandarov, 2023). Zengezur Koridoru’nun ingasi, Giircistan igin
daha genis jeopolitik etkiler de dogurabilir. Azerbaycan, Ermenistan
ve Tiirkiye arasindaki yeni rotalar agildik¢a, 6zellikle Rusya ile yeni
baglanti yollar1 insa edildikge Giircistan’in bolgedeki stratejik
konumu zayiflayabilir, (Moghani ve Tisheyar, 2024: 59-80). Ciinkii
Zengezur Koridoru, bu iilkeler arasinda yeni bir demir yolu
baglantisi saglayarak Rusya’ya Giiney Katkasya’da ek bir yerlesim
alan1 sunabilir. Bu degisim, 6zellikle Rusya, Ermenistan’a erigim
icin Giircistan’a olan bagimliligini azaltirsa, Giircistan’in bolgedeki
siyasi etkisini daha da azaltabilir (Avdaliani, 2024). Giircistan’in bu
endisesi Abhazya demiryolunun yeniden a¢ilmasi olasilig ile daha
da pekismektedir. Bu durum, Rusya ve Iran’in Ermenistan ile Rusya
arasinda daha dogrudan bir giizergah kurarak Giircistan’1 tamamen
devre dist birakmalarina olanak taniyabilir (De Waal, 2021).
Giircistan, gegmiste bu tiir gelismelere kars1 direng gostermis olsa da
Zengezur Koridoru projesi ile bu sorunlar tekrar giindeme gelebilir
ve Giircistan Abhazya’nin c¢oziilmemis statiisii nedeniyle hala
tartismali olan Abhazya demiryolunun yeniden agilmasini kabul
etmek zorunda kalabilir (Kotova, 2021). Ancak tiim bu kaygilara
ragmen, Zengezur Koridoru, Glircistan’in transit iilke olarak
Oonemini azaltmayacaktir. Giircistan’in limanlar1 ve Bakii-Tiflis-Kars
demiryolu da dahil olmak iizere altyapisi, Hazar Denizi, Karadeniz
ve Avrupa arasindaki mal tagimaciliginda hayati bir rol oynamaya
devam edecektir (Seferova, 2024: 2629-2638). Zengezur Koridoru,
Giircistan’in ulagim yollarini ikame etmek yerine tamamlayict bir
islev gorecek; bolgesel ulasim agini genisletecek ve ticaret ile transit
icin ek secenekler sunacaktir (Valiyeva, 2022). Orta ve uzun vadede,
Giircistan’in enerji ve mal tasimaciligindaki rolii devam edecek ve
Zengezur Koridoru, Giircistan altyapisinin 6nemini ortadan
kaldirmayacaktir (Labarre ve Niculescu, 2024).
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3. Ekonomik Potansiyel ve Entegrasyon Firsatlari: Ticaret ve
Enerji Yollar

Zengezur Koridoru, bir karayolu baglantis1 olmanin 6tesinde, ticaret
ve enerji rotalarini1 6nemli 6l¢iide artirma ve Tirkiye, Azerbaycan ve
cevre bolgeler icin ekonomik firsatlar1 genisletme potansiyeline
sahip ¢ok yonlii bir entegrasyon aracidir (TRT World, 2022; Anadolu
Ajansi, 2024). Bu stratejik koridor, Orta Asya, Cin, iran ve Avrupa'y1
birbirine baglayan yeni ticaret yollar1 acarak ve ayni zamanda
Tiirkiye ve Azerbaycan ekonomilerini giiglendirerek bolgedeki
ekonomik dinamikleri doniistiirmeyi hedeflemektedir. Zengezur
Koridoru, ticaretin 6tesinde, enerji isbirligi ve entegrasyonu i¢in yeni
yollar sunarak bolgesel ve kiiresel enerji giivenliginde kritik bir rol
oynamaya hazirdir (Kocalar ve Dilaver, 2024: 199-214).

3.1. Orta Asya ile Ticaret ve Ulastirma Baglantilarimin
Artirillmasi

Zengezur Koridoru'nun bir diger Onemli faydasi, Tirkiye,
Azerbaycan ve Orta Asya’daki Tiirk Cumhuriyetleri arasindaki
ticaret ve ulastirma baglantilarin1 gelistirme potansiyelidir. Bu
koridor, Orta Asya ile Avrupa arasinda hareket eden mallar i¢in kritik
bir gecis noktasi islevi gormekte ve Kazakistan, Tiirkmenistan ve
Ozbekistan gibi iilkelerden gelen iiriinlerin Tiirkiye {izerinden
Avrupa pazarlarina daha verimli bir sekilde ulasmasim
saglamaktadir (Kilavuz, 2024: 63). Ayrica, Tiirk mallarinin Orta
Asya'ya girmesi i¢in uygun bir rota saglayarak, Tiirkiye ile bu
iilkeler arasindaki ekonomik baglan giiclendirmektedir (Gawliczek
ve Iskandarov, 2023). Zengezur Koridoru, AB’nin Cin’i Avrupa’ya
baglamaya yonelik “TRACECA” ve Tiirkiye'nin “Orta Koridor”
projeleriyle de uyumludur (Papatolios, 2022). Bu koridor, Cin’in
onciiliik ettigi “Bir Kusak Bir Yol” Girisimi (KYG)’ne alternatif
sunarak, Tiirkiye’nin bolgedeki stratejik roliinii giliclendirecek ve
Avrasya ticaret aglarindaki etkisini artiracaktir. Azerbaycan,
KYG’nin baslica destekg¢ilerinden birisi olup, Cin ile Avrupa
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arasindaki  ticaretin  kolaylastirilmasinda  6nemli  bir  rol
oynamaktadir. Azerbaycan iizerinden gecen Trans-Hazar nakliye
rotasi, Cin’in KYG ile paralel olup, 6zellikle konteyner tagimaciligi
icin Cin’in biiyiik ilgisini ¢ekmektedir. iran’dan gecen rota daha
basit gibi goriinse de devam eden yaptirimlar ve Iran’in demiryolu
altyapisina yatirnm yapma konusundaki isteksizligi, bu segenegin
giivenilirligini azaltmaktadir (Blank, 2022; Desierto, 2017). Orta
Asya’daki {ilkeler i¢in Zengezur Koridoru, mallarin Avrupa
pazarlarina taginmasi i¢in yeni, daha hizli ve daha giivenli bir rota
sunarak bolge i¢in yeni bir rekabet avantaji yaratmaktadir. Orta Asya
ile Avrupa arasindaki ticaret arttik¢a, Tiirkiye bu mallar i¢in birincil
transit merkez haline gelerek, kendi ticaret hacmini 6nemli Slgiide
artirarak ekonomik biiyiimesine katkida bulunacaktir (Donnellon-
May, 2022). Ayrica, Zengezur Koridoru Cin’in Orta Asya'daki artan
ekonomik niifuzunu dengelemeye yardimci olacaktir (Chedia, 2024:
194-216). Bolgesel entegrasyonu tesvik etmeye odaklanan Tiirkiye,
Dogu ile Bati arasinda bir koprii olarak stratejik konumunu
giiclendirmek i¢in daha gii¢lii bir pozisyonda olacaktir. Bu durum,
Tiirk Cumbhuriyetleri, Tiirkiye ve Azerbaycan arasinda daha yakin
ekonomik isbirligini tesvik edecek ve bu iilkelerin kiiresel
ekonomiye daha fazla entegre olmalarini saglayacaktir (Kogak,
2023: 115-138).

3.2. Nah¢ivan’n Stratejik Onemi

Ermenistan ile Tiirkiye arasinda yer alan Nahgivan, Zengezur
Koridoru ¢ergevesinde en dnemli lojistik ve enerji merkezlerinden
biri olarak ©6n plana c¢ikacaktir. Nahgivan, cografi olarak
Azerbaycan'm ana kismindan izole olmasina ragmen, Azerbaycan,
Tiirkiye ve Avrupa arasinda hareket eden mal ve enerji kaynaklari
icin kritik bir gecis noktasidir. Zengezur Koridoru, Nahg¢ivan't daha
genis ulasim yollarn agna baglayacak ve onu 6nemli bir transit
merkezine doniistiirecektir (Gawliczek ve Iskandarov, 2023).
Stratejik konumu ve Azerbaycan’in genis enerji kaynaklarina
yakinlig1 goz oniine alindiginda, Nahg¢ivan, enerji tasimaciligi igin
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kilit bir merkez haline gelebilir. Enerji boru hatlar1 bu bolgeden
gecirilerek Azerbaycan’in petrol ve dogal gaz yataklarmi Tiirkiye ve
Avrupa’ya baglayabilir (Gafarli, 2025: 148-173). Bu durum yalnizca
Nahgivan’in ekonomik biiylimesini hizlandirmakla kalmayacak,
ayni zamanda bdlgenin enerji giivenligindeki 6nemini de artiracaktir.
Zengezur Koridoru, enerji kaynaklarinin gecisini miimkiin kilarak
kaynaklarm verimli dagitimin1 kolaylastiracak ve hem Tiirkiye'ye
hem de Azerbaycan’a fayda saglayacaktir (Kazanci ve Arslan, 2024:
1272-1283).

Enerjinin 6tesinde, Nahg¢ivan'in bolgesel ticaretteki rolii de
artacaktir. Zengezur Koridoru'nda kilit bir lojistik nokta olan
Nahgivan, Orta Asya, Kafkasya ve Avrupa arasinda mallarin
sorunsuz bir sekilde taginmasmi kolaylagtiracaktir. Bu durum,
bolgedeki ekonomik biiylimeyi tesvik edecek, isletmeler i¢in yeni
firsatlar yaratacak ve Azerbaycan, Tiirkiye ve Tiirk Cumhuriyetleri
arasindaki ticari iliskileri gelistirecektir (Aracioglu ve Esmer, 2023:
1-16).

3.3. Bolgesel Ekonomik Entegrasyon ve Kiiresel Ticaret
Baglantis1 icin Firsatlar

Zengezur Koridoru yalnizca ikili bir proje degil; ayn1 zamanda Orta
Asya, Kafkaslar ve Avrupa i¢in daha genis etkileri olan bolgesel bir
ekonomik entegrasyon araci konumundadir. Koridorun sagladigi
gelismis baglantilar, Tiirkiye, Azerbaycan ve Tiirk Cumhuriyetleri
arasinda daha siki ekonomik baglar tesvik edecek ve daha entegre
bir bolgesel ekonomi yaratacaktir. Bu iilkeler arasindaki ticaret
hacmi arttikga lojistik ve tasimacilik aglari daha verimli hale
gelecek, maliyetler diisecek ve bolgesel ticaret daha rekabetci bir
hale gelecektir (Du, 2024: 410-428).

Zengezur Koridoru, Orta Asya'yl Avrupa'ya baglayarak mallarin,
enerjinin ve insanlarin bolge genelinde hareketini kolaylastiracak ve
bolgesel isbirligini daha da tesvik edecektir (Gulahmadov ve
Huseyn, 2023a: 121-128). Bu artan baglanti, Tiirk
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Cumbhuriyetlerinin = ekonomik  durumlarin1  giiglendirmelerine
yardimct olurken, ayni zamanda kiiresel ticaret aglarina da katki
saglayacaktir. Koridorun, bdlgedeki altyapimin gelistirilmesinin
onemli bir kolaylastiricisi olmasi ve yeni yatirimlar tesvik etmesi
beklenmektedir (Kocalar ve Dilaver, 2024: 199-214). Ayrica,
Zengezur Koridoru, ticaret ve enerji disinda baska sektorlerde de
isbirligi i¢in yeni yollar agacaktir. Ulastirma ve enerji aglarinin
entegrasyonu, altyapi gelistirme, teknoloji ve inovasyon alanlarinda
isbirliginin artmasina da yol acacaktir. Bolgedeki {ilkeler bilgi ve
uzmanliklarin1 paylasarak bolgede ekonomik biiylimeyi tesvik
edebilir ve bolgenin genel ekonomik kalkinmasini saglayabilirler
(Shahin, 2024).

Kiiresel olgekte, Zengezur Koridoru Avrupa, Asya ve Orta Dogu
arasindaki ticari baglantiyr gelistirmek ic¢in dnemli bir potansiyel
sunmaktadir (Gafarli, 2025: 148-173). Koridor, Cin, Orta Asya ve
Avrupa arasinda seyahat eden mallar i¢in alternatif bir rota
saglayarak, kiiresel ticaret rotalarinin g¢esitlendirilmesine ve Stiveys
Kanal1 gibi daha az verimli diger rotalara olan bagimliligin
azaltilmasina yardimci olabilir (Eldem, 2022). Bu alternatif ticaret
yolu, Tiirkiye'nin Dogu ile Bat1 arasinda bir kavsak noktasi olarak
cografi konumundan yararlanmasina da olanak tanimaktadir. Orta
Koridor’un kiiresel ticaret aglarinin giderek daha 6nemli bir pargasi
haline gelmesiyle Tiirkiye, hem ekonomik hem de stratejik olarak
kazangli ¢ikacaktir (Senol ve Erbilen, 2022: 161-180). Tiirkiye,
kiiresel ticarette kilit bir oyuncu olarak konumunu giiclendirerek,
uluslararasi piyasalardaki ekonomik etkisini ve kaldiracini artiracak,
jeopolitik konumunu daha da giiclendirecektir (Baysal, 2025: 1-22).
Zengezur Koridoru, genis kapsamli ekonomik, stratejik ve jeopolitik
etkileri olan doniistiiriicii bir gelismeyi temsil etmektedir. Koridor,
ticaret ve enerji rotalarmi giiclendirerek Tiirkiye ve Azerbaycan
ekonomilerini giiclendirirken, daha fazla bolgesel entegrasyon ve
isbirligini kolaylastiracaktir (Gafarli, 2025: 148-173). Orta Asya'nin
Avrupa ile olan ticaret baglantilarinin daha verimli hale gelmesiyle,
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Tiirkiye’nin bir transit hub olarak stratejik rolii saglamlagacak ve
kiiresel ticaretteki etkisi artacaktir. Ayrica, enerji nakil yollarinin
entegrasyonu, bdlgede ve Otesinde enerji giivenligine katkida
bulunacaktir. Zengezur Koridoru'nun ekonomik potansiyeli biiyiik
olup, oniimiizdeki yillarda bolge iilkelerine ekonomik biiyiime,
isbirligi ve refah i¢in 6nemli firsatlar sunmaktadir (Akram, 2023).

Sonuc

Zengezur Koridoru'nun acilmasi sadece Azerbaycan ile Ermenistan
arasindaki iliskileri degil, ayn1 zamanda bdlgenin daha genis ulasim
altyapisini ve jeopolitik manzarasini da yeniden sekillendirecek ¢ok
onemli bir doniim noktasidir. Koridor, Azerbaycan'in Nahg¢ivan
bolgesi ile ana karasi arasinda dogrudan bir kara yolu olusturarak,
bolgenin 6zellikle Birinci Karabag Savasi'ndan bu yana siiregelen
izolasyonunu sona erdirecektir. Ermenistan'in Zengezur bdlgesinden
gecen bir demiryolu hattinin ingasi, Azerbaycan igin stratejik bir
zafer olacak, mal ve kaynaklarin dolasimini kolaylagtiracak ve
iilkenin ekonomik ve cografi etkisini genisletecektir. Ancak
Zengezur Koridoru'nun basarisi, Ermenistan ve Iran da dahil olmak
iizere ilgili tiim taraflarin igbirligi ve taahhiidiine bagl olacaktir.
Zengezur Koridoru, Ermenistan icin hem bir firsat hem de bir
meydan okuma teskil etmektedir. Ermenistan'in koridora karsi
direnisi, devam eden miizakerelerin istikrarin1 tehdit edebilirken,
transit gegislerin agilmasi, bakir madenciligi gibi endiistriyel gelisme
acisindan kritik avantajlar saglayabilir ve iilkenin disa bagimliligim
azaltabilir. Buna ek olarak, Ermenistan ulagtirma altyapisinin
modernizasyonundan ve Zengezur Koridoru’nun sundugu bolgesel
ticaretin  gelistirilmesi  firsatlarindan  faydalanmaya devam
etmektedir. Bununla birlikte, projenin ekonomik uygulanabilirligi
kisa vadede belirsizligini korumaktadir. Ciinkii Zengezur koridorunu
diger yollara baglayacak demiryolu altyapisina énemli yatirimlar
yapilmas1 gerekmektedir. Bakii-Tiflis-Kars (BTK) demiryolunda
yasandig1 gibi, Zengezur Koridorunun ilk yillarinda da karlilik elde
edilmesinde zorluklarla karsilagilabilir. Bununla birlikte, bolgesel
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ticaret blylidikkce ve lojistik akislar1 gliclendikge, koridorun
ekonomik getirileri muhtemelen daha belirgin hale gelecektir.

Iran, koridorun bdlgede faaliyete gecmesi halinde “Iran'in miittefiki
olan Ermenistan ile kara baglantisin1 keseceginden” endise
duymaktadir. Arica Iran, iki Tiirk iilkesi olan Azerbaycan ve
Tiirkiye’nin koridor {izerinden baglanmasinin, Orta Asya’dan
Tiirkiye’ye olan baglantinin  gliclenmesi nedeniyle bdlgesel
hakimiyetini zayiflatacagindan da endise duymaktadir. Iran’m
Zengezur Koridoru’nun gelistirilmesi konusunda hem bolgesel hem
de uluslararas1 giicler tarafindan desteklenen yeni paradigmay1
tanimay1 reddetmesine ragmen, koridor projesi Kafkasya’nin temel
ekonomik ihtiyag¢larini karsilamay1 ve istikrar, baris ve ekonomik
biiyiime getirmeyi amaglamaktadir. Iran’in korkularina ragmen,
koridor, Iran’m daha iyi baglantilara sahip diger bolge devletlerine
erismesine izin vererek, on yillardir Bat1 yaptirimlari altinda tecrit
edilmis bir iilke olan Iran'a fayda saglayabilir. Zengezur Koridoru,
ticaret ve ulagim {izerindeki etkilerinin 6tesinde, bolgesel jeopolitik
denklemi doniistiirme potansiyeline sahiptir. Koridor, Azerbaycan
ile Tirkiye arasindaki ekonomik baglan gii¢lendirecek, Tiirk
Cumbhuriyetleri ile daha derin isbirligini tesvik edecek ve Orta Asya
ile Avrasya arasindaki ulagim verimliligini artiracaktir. Bu projenin
Cin’in Kusak ve Yol Girisimi’yle uyumlu hale getirilmesi, bolgesel
ekonomik entegrasyonun hizlandirilmasina ve kiiresel ticaret
yollarinin ¢esitlendirilmesine hizmet edecektir. Tiirkiye nin stratejik
onemi giiclendirilecek ve Asya ile Avrupa arasinda bir koprii olarak
rollinii yeniden teyit ederken, bdlgenin ticaret dinamiklerinde kilit
bir aktor olarak konumunu giiclendirecektir. Nahgivan’in 6zel
jeopolitik ve ekonomik durumu, Zengezur Koridorunun 6nemini
daha da vurgulamaktadir. Enerji ve ticaret i¢in kritik bir merkez olan
Nahgivan, sadece Azerbaycan’in konumunu gili¢lendirmekle
kalmayacak, ayn1 zamanda daha genis bolgesel ticaret ve enerji
aglarina da katkida bulunan bir merkez olarak hareket edecektir.
Tiirkiye i¢in Nahg¢ivan’in rolli, Azerbaycan ile iligkilerini
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genisletmede ve Gliney Kafkasya tizerinden Orta Asya’ya erigimi
kolaylagtirmada hayati 6nem tasiyacak ve Tiirkiye'nin Avrasya
ticaretinde merkezi bir oyuncu olarak roliinli saglamlastiracaktir.
Zengezur Koridoru'nun kolaylastirdigit Nahgivan ile Azerbaycan
arasindaki baglanti, Tiirkiyenin Tiirk Diinyasi’ndaki niifuzunu
artiracak ve Dogu ile Bat1 arasinda koprii roliinii giiclendirecektir.
Mubhalefete ragmen, komsu iilkelerin bu projeye katilimi, Giiney
Kafkasya'y1 6nemli bir uluslararasi ticaret merkezi haline getirecek
ve bolgenin ekonomik ve jeopolitik gelecegini yeniden
sekillendirecektir.

Sonug olarak Tiirkiye, Zengezur Koridoru projesinin basarili bir
sekilde gergeklesebilmesi i¢in oncelikle, Azerbaycan ve Ermenistan
ile yakin isbirligini siirdiirerek, bolgesel barig ve istikrar
pekistirmek icin c¢aba  gOstermelidir.  Tiirkiye, projenin
gerceklesebilmesi yoniinde Rusya ve Iran’1 da ikna etmek amaciyla
etkili bir diplomasi yiiriitmelidir. Bunun yaninda projenin hizla
gerceklesebilmesi i¢cin mevcut demiryolu ve kara yolu aglariin
gelistirilmesi ve modernizasyonu i¢in ¢aba goOstermeli, gereken
durumlarda finansal katki saglamalidir. Ayrica koridorun bélgesel ve
kiiresel ticaretin bir pargasi haline gelebilmesi i¢in koridorun
bolgedeki lojistik ve ticaret aglari ile entegrasyonunu desteklemeli,
Glumrik birligi ve vergi diizenlemeleri gibi siiregleri
hizlandirmalidir. Son olarak, Tiirkiye, Zengezur Koridoru’nun enerji
giivenligi acisindan tasidigit Onemin farkinda olarak, enerji
altyapisin1  giiclendirecek projeleri de hayata gecirmelidir. Bu
adimlar atildig: taktirde Tirkiye’nin hem bdlgesel hem de kiiresel
diizeydeki stratejik rolii hi¢ kuskusuz artacaktir.
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Description

The bookl provides a comprehensive analysis of the Red Sea’s geopolitical
significance, tracing its historical role from the Ptolemaic and Roman eras to
European colonialism and the modern globalized order. It explores the region’s
strategic importance due to its proximity to oil-rich Middle Eastern states and the
Horn of Africa, shaping security, trade, and military dynamics. The authors2
highlight how shifting power balances and evolving global interests have
transformed the Red Sea into a key hub for international politics. Examining the
Rimland3 theory of Spykman, the study underscores the region’s critical role in
global maritime trade, especially following the events of October 7, 2023.

2 Ph.D researcher, Shiraz University (Iran) & Académie de geopolitique de paris

- AGP(France), Muscat — Sultanate Of Oman

'The book is authored by Anoushiravan Ehteshami and Emma C. Murphy and was
published by Routledge in 2011 as part of the Durham Modern Middle East and
Islamic World Series, Durham University.(
https://www.durham.ac.uk/research/institutes-and-centres/middle-eastern-
islamic-studies/ )

2 Professor Anoush Ehteshami is Professor of International Relations in the School
of Government and International Affairs, Durham University. He is also the Nasser
al-Mohammad Al-Sabah Chair in International Relations and Director of the HH
Sheikh Nasser al-Mohammad Al-Sabah Programme in International Relations,
Regional Politics and Security. He is, further, Director of the Institute for Middle
Eastern & Islamic Studies (IMEIS) at Durham, one of the oldest and noted centers
of excellence in Middle Eastern studies in Europe. Emma Murphy , Professor of
Political Economy in the School of Government and International Affairs ,Senior
Fellow in the Global Policy Institute Journal, Member of the Institute for Middle
Eastern and Islamic Studies. co-editor of the journal Mediterranean Politics (IF
0.722, 72/157).

3 The Rimland Theory, proposed by Nicholas Spykman(Oct 1893- June 1943),
suggests that the Eurasian Rimland, an area encompassing coastal regions from
Western Europe to East Asia, holds the key to global power dynamics. The
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The Book at Glance

The book offers a critical analysis of the Red Sea’s growing
geopolitical significance, highlighting its role as a vital maritime
corridor amid global and regional power struggles. It examines:

o Strategic maritime trade, including the Suez Canal’s* role in
global commerce.

e Security and military presence, focusing on naval bases,
alliances, and threats.

e Resource competition, particularly oil, gas, and natural
reserves.

o Territorial disputes and regional conflicts, shaping political
boundaries.

e Geopolitical rivalries, involving the U.S., China, Russia, and
Middle Eastern powers.

Rimland Theory highlights the strategic importance of coastal regions, which
serve as a bridge between different continents and provide access to both land-
based and sea-based territories. Control over the Rimland is seen as conferring a
significant advantage in projecting power and influencing global affairs. It argues
that controlling the Rimland can disrupt the dominance of land-based powers, such
as those located in the interior of continents, by enabling maritime powers to exert
influence over them. Spykman's theory has had a lasting impact on the
understanding of world geopolitics, particularly in the context of the post-World
War II period. It has influenced strategic thinking and discussions on global power
dynamics, emphasizing the importance of coastal regions in shaping international
relations.

4 The Suez Canal is an artificial sea-level waterway in Egypt, connecting the
Mediterranean Sea to the Red Sea through the Isthmus of Suez and dividing Africa
from Asia. It was opened in 1869 after 10 years of construction and enables a more
direct route for ships traveling between Europe and Asia, avoiding the long
journey around the Cape of Good Hope. The canal has been an important global
trade route, with nearly 20,000 vessels passing through it each year. However, in
2024, Suez Canal trade dropped by 50% from the previous year. The Suez Canal
has also been the site of geopolitical tensions, such as the 1956 Suez Crisis when
the Egyptian government nationalized the Suez Canal Company, which was jointly
owned by Britain and France. This led to an international crisis and subsequent
military intervention.
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e Regional power shifts, influenced by Saudi Arabia, Iran,
Egypt, and Ethiopia.

o Political instability and conflict, impacting security and
trade.

Despite being first published in 2011, the book remains relevant,
addressing contemporary crises such as the Israel-Houthi conflict
and its effect on maritime security (Zeidan, 2024). It serves as a
valuable resource for understanding the evolving strategic landscape
of the Red Sea.

The Omani Empire’s influence in the Red Sea region

The book undervalued the historical and contemporary role of the
Omani Empire’ in the Horn of Africa and the Red Sea region. The
Omani Empire once controlled key territories along the Swabhili
coast, including Zanzibar, Mombasa, and parts of Mozambique,
while extending northward into modern-day Somalia and the

> The Omani Empire(The Sultanate of Oman today) was a maritime empire that
vied with Portugal and Britain for trade and influence in the Persian Gulf and
Indian Ocean. It rose as a regional player in the 18th century and reached its peak
influence in the 19th century, extending its control across the Strait of Hormuz to
modern-day Iran and Pakistan, and as far south as Cape Delgado in modern day -
Tanzania. After Said bin Sultan's death in 1856, the empire was divided between
his sons into two sultanates: the Sultanate of Zanzibar ruled by Majid bin Said,
and the Sultanate of Muscat and Oman ruled by Thuwaini bin Said. This division
marked the decline of the empire. The Omani Empire's decline was further
exacerbated by a civil war over the struggle of the imamate political system in the
early 18th century and the support of one side against the other by regional powers
like Saudi Arabia and external like the UK and France. The empire's influence
waned, and by the mid-19th century, it had significantly declined, leading to the
division of its territories and the end of its status as a major maritime power. The
Omani Empire's influence was characterized by its dominance in maritime trade,
its expansion to Gwadar in present-day Pakistan by 1783, and its control over trade
routes in the Indian Ocean, East Africa, and the Persian Gulf. The empire's legacy
is reflected in the enduring impressions it left on the cultures and histories of the
regions it influenced, particularly in the Red Sea region , East Africa and the Indian
Ocean. See also : https://www.oerproject.com/OER-Materials/OER-
Media/Videos/1750/Unitl/The-Omani-Empire

176



strategic island of Socotra®. This influence shaped regional trade and
politics for centuries.
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¢ Socotra, island in the Indian Ocean about 210 miles (340 km) southeast of
Yemen. The largest of several islands extending eastward from the Horn of Africa,
it has an area of about 1,400 square miles (3,600 square km). The islands stand on
coral banks and may once have been connected with the African and Arabian
mainland. Socotra’s flora includes several famous species, among them myrrh,
frankincense, and the dragon’s blood tree. In recognition of its distinct plant and
animal life, the archipelago was designated a UNESCO World Heritage site in
2008. It has become part of the geopolitics rivalry in the region since the 2015
Saudi Arabia -Yemen war, with the UAE influence in the Island.
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The Omani delegation's talks with Djiboutian officials, led by
President Ismail Omar Gilli®, focused on enhancing cooperation in
ports and maritime navigation. Oman strengthened its presence in
the Horn of Africa through a 2019 deal between its State General
Reserve Fund (SGRF) and the Djibouti Ports and Free Zones
Authority (DPFZA) to develop Djibouti’s ports. This positioned
Oman as a competitor, especially after Djibouti canceled its
concession with D.P. World’. Oman’s move responds to the Yemen
war, the Gulf crisis'®, and the UAE’s expanding influence over Red
Sea ports. For Djibouti, partnering with Oman diversifies alliances
and bolsters its role as a regional trade hub and it is important for
Djibouti’s peaceful maritime strategy'!.

International politics of the “Red Sea “since the Cold War

The book International Politics of the Red Sea (Ehteshami &
Murphy, 2013) analyzes the region's security, military, and economic

8 Since taking office in 1999, Guelleh has focused on maintaining stability and
security in Djibouti. He has worked to strengthen Djibouti's stability and security,
making the country an important regional hub for counterterrorism operations. He
cultivated close relationships with international partners, particularly France and
the United States. The country hosts military bases for both France and the US,
and other global powers like China, which provide security assistance and
intelligence sharing. Under Guelleh's leadership, Djibouti has become a key player
in regional peacekeeping and conflict resolution efforts. The country has
contributed troops to peacekeeping missions in Somalia and in Central Africa.

® DP World is a multinational logistics company based in Dubai, United Arab
Emirates. It specializes in cargo logistics and port terminal operations. The
company plays a significant role in global trade, contributing to the flow of goods
and improving the quality of life worldwide. With operations in various regions,
including North and South America, DP World is investing in freight forwarding
to offer end-to-end supply chain solutions. It is one of the main economic global
arms of influence of the UAE in general and Dubai in particular.

19 In June 1917, the tension between Qatar and its neighbors Saudi Arabia, the
UAE and Bahrain, as well as Egypt, has reached unprecedented levels, as its
relations with these countries deteriorated to the point of severing diplomatic
relations with them. In a move aimed at putting pressure on Doha, the neighboring
Gulf countries closed their borders with it, and Egypt also closed its airspace and
ports to all Qatari means of transport. The internationally recognized government
of Yemen, which resides in Ryad and the government in eastern Libya have

178



shifts amid rising competition among Saudi Arabia, Iran, Turkey, and
global powers like the U.S., Russia, and China. After the Cold War,
Gulf states, particularly Saudi Arabia and the UAE, securitized the
Red Sea to counter transnational threats, especially from Iran
(Valbjern & Bank, 2012)'?. The 2015 Saudi-led intervention in
Yemen sought to weaken the Houthis but has arguably bolstered their
influence, especially amid the Gaza War (Zeidan, 2024).
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severed relations with Doha also. The restoration of the diplomatic relation - by
Saudi Arabia - was reached in Jan 2021 , the others followed.

' Djibouti Vision 2035, aimed at positioning the country as a global trade,
logistics, and industrial hub. This strategy focuses on the development of ports and
intermodal infrastructure to expand the hinterland served in East Africa, with the
Djibouti Port remaining a crucial asset for the country's economy. Djibouti's
strategic importance is further underscored by its hosting of military bases for
several global powers, including the United States, China, France, and Japan.
These military footholds play a significant role in expanding and strengthening the
strategic footprint of these countries in the Western Indian Ocean and the Red Sea
region, given Djibouti's location at the crossroads of Asia, Africa, and the Indian
Ocean. Djibouti's maritime strategy revolves around leveraging its strategic
location for maritime trade and logistics, as evidenced by its ambitious Vision
Djibouti 2035 plan. Additionally, the presence of foreign military bases further
highlights Djibouti's strategic importance in the region and grantee its national
security.

12 Valbjern, M., & Bank, A. (2012). The New Arab Cold War: Rediscovering the
Arab Dimension of Middle East Regional Politics. Review of International
Studies, 38(1), 3-24. (https://www.ssoar.info/ssoar/handle/document/38265).
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The Red Sea’s strategic position linking Africa, Asia, and the Indian
Ocean via the Bab el-Mandeb Strait is crucial for global trade and
energy flows (Inoguchi, 2019). Major powers have expanded
military and infrastructure projects to secure their interests (Hashim
et al., 2010; Megersa, 2020). Since 2014, the Houthis have targeted
commercial and military vessels, citing retaliation against Israel and
its allies (Zeidan, 2024). In response, the U.S. and U.K. launched
strikes on Houthi positions, with CENTCOM confirming successful
drone defense operations in May 2024.!3

ISRAEL'S WAR ON GAZA

Attacks in the Red Sea

Houthi rebels have attacked ships in the Red Sea, disrupting maritime trade.
The map shows attacks from November 19 to January 11.
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Source: Delozier (2021)'

Rising tensions in the Red Sea threaten vital trade routes, particularly
the Bab el-Mandeb Strait. In response, the U.S. launched Operation
Guardian of Prosperity’” in December 2023, reinforcing ongoing
security efforts. Since the post-Cold War era, the region has become
a geopolitical flashpoint, from Somali piracy to conflicts involving
regional and global powers, driving military interventions, economic
competition, and shifting alliances.

Security and Military Dynamics of the Red Sea Region

A significant part of International Politics of the Red Sea examines
the region’s security challenges and increasing militarization. The

15 The "Guardian of Prosperity” is a multinational naval operation led by the
United States to protect commercial shipping and trade routes in the Red Sea from
attacks by the Houthi group in Yemen. The operation was launched in response to
the growing threat posed by the Houthis, who have been targeting merchant
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book explores how regional powers like Egypt, Israel, and Saudi
Arabia extend their military and economic influence while fragile
states struggle for stability.

Source: Al Jazeera (2023)

Key developments outside the book highlight ongoing power
struggles:

e Egypt and Saudi Arabia benefited from Eritrea’s 1993
independence, expanding their influence as the main Red Sea
coastal states.

e The UAE and Saudi Arabia have pushed west of the Suez,
brokering peace between Eritrea and Ethiopia and
intensifying competition, as seen in the Yemen War (2015)'®.

vessels and other commercial ships passing through the strategic Red Sea
waterway heading for Israeli ports.

16 'While the Arabian Gulf and the Horn of Africa share historical relations,
geographic proximity and political links, transregional interactions increased
dramatically since the 2015 Yemen war. Relations between the Arabian Gulf and
the Horn of Africa have acquired a new dynamic following the 2015 Saudi-led
military intervention in Yemen, when Gulf States—namely Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates—turned to the Horn of Africa as a geostrategic space critical
to their war effort (Soliman 2017).
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e The UAE has established military bases in Eritrea and
increased its presence on Socotra, leading to tensions with
Saudi Arabia. Reports suggest Israeli involvement on the
island.

o [Iran’s strategy in the region involves political and military
activities following National strategy!’of the Islamic
Republic including military presence and alleged arms
shipments to the Houthis in Yemen.

e Israel has reportedly used Eritrea’s Dahlak Island for
surveillance near Bab el-Mandeb since 2015.

17 During the 80s and 90s, the Iranian naval doctrine has typically concerted its
efforts on closing the strategic chokepoint” Straits of Hormuz” under the
sovereignty of the Sultanate of Oman, using asymmetric forces, however and since
2011 efforts by Iran’s naval leadership was seen to project naval power beyond the
Persian Gulf into the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden. Iran presence was evident in
the Red Sea region and the horn, with a permanent Task force of 2-3 ships
deployed for 3-4 months and rotating, patrolling in the area part of the anti-piracy
forces present in the area , and challenges to maritime security.
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e Sudan-UAE relations have deteriorated since April 2023,
driven by competing geopolitical and economic interests.

o Turkey, beyond cultural ties with Sudan and Suakin'®, has
expanded its presence with its largest overseas military base
in Somalia.

The Economics of the Red Sea

A substantial chapter in International Politics of the Red Sea
highlights the region’s economic significance as a key maritime
trade route linking Europe, Asia, and Africa. The book explores how
infrastructure development—ports, pipelines, and transportation

18 Suakin, which was formerly the main port of Sudan, is considered the first
Sudanese city that was built of coral stones, on top of an atoll and its houses have
now turned into ruins. Suakin was a city of money and trade on the Red Sea and
in the Arab East during the sixteenth century. In the nineteenth century, it was the
largest Sudanese Seaport on the Red Sea of the Ottoman Empire, and it reached
its peak of prosperity during the reign of the then Turkish ruler Khedivee Ismail.
From here came the Turkish initiative - during the last regime- to revive the
Ottoman heritage on the Sudanese Peninsula, and Turkey considered doing so as
a response to those who destroyed it in reference to British colonialism. Turkey
has pledged to revive the peninsula in accordance with its ancient origin.
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networks—has shaped geopolitical dynamics, driving competition
for trade, investment, and resource exploitation.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS
Red Sea cables damaged

Officials are still investigating the cause of damage to four undersea fibre optic cables,
affecting 25 percent of data traffic between Asia and Europe.
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The Red Sea is a vital hub for global internet traffic, carrying 97-
98% of data through submarine cables. In December 2023, cable
damage near Bab al-Mandeb raised tensions, though initial claims
against the Houthis were later disputed. Camille Morel’s!® Les
Cables Sous-Marins highlights the strategic role of undersea
cables?®, citing historical incidents like Napoleon III’s 18492!
France-Britain cable and the Ottomans cutting the Constantinople-
Odessa cable in 1877%!.

Red Sea networks, regional and International

The book International Politics of the Red Sea examines the intricate
regional and international networks shaping the region’s political,
economic, and security dynamics. These networks, involving states,
non-state actors, and international organizations, have facilitated
both cooperation and instability as competing interests drive tensions
and power struggles.

19" Camille Morel’s book is a deep dive into the little-known world of undersea
cables, an infrastructure that is vital to today’s communications and information
transfer, carrying 97- 98 percent of all intercontinental internet data.

20 This was a strategic move by the Ottomans to disrupt communication and
undermine the Russian Empire, which was leading a coalition against the
Ottomans in the Balkans at the time.

21 A surprise agreement between Ethiopia and Somaliland, an autonomous region
that declared independence from Somalia in 1991 but is not recognized by any
country, has heightened tensions in the Horn of Africa. Somaliland, which was
previously a British colony along the Gulf of Aden, has managed to attract
substantial foreign investment, in part due to its strategically important Berbera
port. However, this new memorandum of understanding between Ethiopia and
Somaliland has reverberated beyond the region, exacerbating the already complex
political dynamics in the Horn of Africa. (https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/horn-
africa/ethiopia-somaliland/stakes-ethiopia-somaliland-deal)
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Ethiopia’s deal® to secure land for a naval base in Berbera signals
its Red Sea ambitions, though it has not formally recognized
Somaliland’s independence despite local claims. Meanwhile,
Ethiopia’s completion of the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam
(GERD) on September 10, 202322, has heightened tensions with
Egypt, which opposes the project but is unlikely to take military
action.

22 https://bipr.jhu.edu/BlogArticles/18-Dam-Completion-Will-Elevate-Egypt-
Ethiopia-Tensions.cfm
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Ethiopia readies Grand Renaissance Dam
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e Renewed tensions among regional powers in the Red Sea and
Horn of Africa complicate global powers' efforts to assert
influence, further intensifying geopolitical competition in the

region.
Caspian
TURKEY S
SYRIA
Mediterranean Sea LEBANON
KUWAIT
IRAN
Persian

LIBYA

OMAN

CHAD

Bab al-Mandab Strait

CENTRAL SOUTH

AFRICAN REP. SUDAN ETHIOPIA

UGANDA
DG KENYA

188



Source: Delozier (2021)

The Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD)?,
comprising eight East African nations, plays a crucial role in Red Sea
geopolitics. Except for South Sudan, Ethiopia, and Uganda, all
IGAD members have coastlines along the Red Sea or Horn of Africa,
influencing key waterways like the Suez Canal and Bab al-Mandeb.
These routes are vital for global energy transport, with 12% of
seaborne oil and 8% of LNG trade passing through them in early
2023 (Dunn & Barden, 2023).
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23 The Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) is an eight-member
regional organization in Africa that comprises the countries of Djibouti, Eritrea,
Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, and Uganda. The IGAD region
covers an area of 5.2 million square kilometers across the Horn of Africa and East
Africa. The member states range from economically small countries like Somalia
to continental powerhouses like Kenya.
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Djibouti,* has leveraged its strategic location at Bab al-Mandeb,
hosting Africa’s largest U.S. base, China’s only overseas base,
Japan’s first foreign base since WWII, and France’s key African
military presence. NATO and anti-piracy forces also operate there,
while Russia, India, the UAE, and Saudi Arabia seek a foothold.
Eritrea, controlling the Dahlak Archipelago and Hanish Islands,
influences Red Sea trade routes, leading to periodic tensions with
IGAD states, Yemen, and external powers.
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24 A small Arab country - ex French colony till 1977 - with a strategic location on
the Bab-Al Mandib and the mouth of the Red Sea, the total area of Djibouti is
23,200km sq , with its six ports leased to regional and global powers including
military presence. The president national security strategy has guaranteed the
country survival in the great struggle of influence in the region and globally.
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Ethiopia, despite being landlocked, has expanded its influence in the
Red Sea through close ties with Djibouti and participation in regional
security efforts. Its reliance on the Port of Djibouti links it to global
maritime trade.

Somalia, divided into three entities, has a long coastline along the
Indian Ocean and Bab al-Mandeb but faces persistent challenges,
including maritime piracy for over two decades and territorial
disputes with neighboring states.
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Somalia’s coastline along the Indian Ocean and Bab al-Mandeb has
long been a piracy hotspot. Although incidents have declined since
2017, persistent drivers and illicit networks keep the threat alive.
Continued international efforts and Somalia’s measures to tackle
root causes remain essential to preventing a resurgence.
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The 12U2 Group?’, formed in October 2021, unites India, Israel, the
UAE, and the U.S. to strengthen economic cooperation and expand
influence in strategic regions like the Red Sea. It focuses on food
security, energy, transportation, space, and health, promoting
stability while countering rival geopolitical interests.

25 At the inaugural summit in July 2022, the 12U2 leaders announced several
collaborative projects, including a $2 billion investment by the UAE to develop a
series of integrated food parks across India, and a hybrid renewable energy project
in India's Gujarat State consisting of 300 megawatts of wind and solar capacity
complemented by a battery energy storage system.
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In 2023, the 12U2 Group announced a space-based initiative to tackle
environmental and climate challenges. Talks on expanding to include
Egypt and Saudi Arabia aimed to form an Indo-Abrahamic Alliance,
but the events of October 7 have cast uncertainty over this effort
amid shifting geopolitical dynamics.

Expanding Influence and the “Nine Littoral States “of the Red
Sea

Since the Cold War’s end, the Red Sea has become a battleground
for global and regional powers. The U.S. maintains dominance via
CTFs?” of the CENTCOM’s 5th Fleet, while China’s expanding
investments in ports and trade have raised concerns in Washington.
Regional players like Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Turkey, and Iran also
compete for influence.
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According to General Yasser Al-Atta,”® Russia has bolstered its Red
Sea presence through military deals with Egypt and Sudan, securing
a naval base in Sudan in January 2024. The nine littoral states* aim
to leverage their strategic location and resources to enhance
influence and negotiating power. While Egypt and Saudi Arabia
align with the U.S., Eritrea and Sudan deepen ties with China and
Russia. The UAE and Saudi Arabia invest in Red Sea infrastructure
to protect trade routes and counter rivals, with the UAE’s DPA
controlling key ports and Saudi Arabia strengthening military ties
in the Horn of Africa to curb Iranian influence.
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Geopolitical competition in the Red Sea and Horn of Africa has
escalated as global and regional powers vie for control over key ports
and trade routes, driving instability.

October 7, 2023, and the “Sea Denial “of Bab AL-Mandib”

The Houthis®®, controlling Yemen’s western coastline, have
disrupted Bab al-Mandeb shipping using naval mines, missiles, and
drones. Linked to the Hamas-Israel war, recent Houthi attacks have
raised global concerns (Childs, 2023). Major shipping operators are
avoiding the area, increasing costs and trade disruptions. The
blockade has severely impacted Israel’s economy, extending

26 The Houthis group possess a range of capabilities and tactics to disrupt freedom
of navigation around the Bab al-Mandeb. These include the use of antiship ballistic
missiles, with a long reach of up to 300 km and require timely targeting
intelligence provided by drones, vessels. Additionally, the Houthis have claimed
to possess an antiship ballistic missile called “Tankil” with a range approaching
500 km, resembling Iran's Raad-500 missile.
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shipping routes by 14 days. Since December 2023, ship traffic
through the strait has dropped by 59%.%
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The U.S. and international actors remain wary of a potential Houthi-
enforced blockade in the Red Sea. Since October 7, the U.S. has
reinforced its military presence, issuing warnings against disruptions
in Bab al-Mandeb. Regional allies, particularly Oman, have been

27 Ship crossings through the Suez Canal and the Bab-Al Mandab Strait began to
decline from mid-December 2023, with the Suez Canal experiencing a decrease in
crossings by 66% by the first week of April 2024 compared with the corresponding
week of the previous year, and the Bab-Al Mandab Strait showing a 59% decrease
in crossings over the same period.
(https://www.ons.gov.uk/businessindustryandtrade/internationaltrade/bulletins/sh
ipcrossingsthroughglobalmaritimepassages/january2022toapril2024 )
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engaged in diplomatic efforts to mediate the Yemeni conflict and
reduce Houthi support for Gaza. However, the Houthis persist in
targeting Israeli and Israel-bound vessels, escalating tensions and
impacting global trade routes.
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Source: Cafiero (2024) and Race (2024)

The Bab al-Mandeb Strait is a vital maritime chokepoint for global
trade, energy flows, and undersea internet cables connecting Asia,
Africa, and beyond. Despite its strategic significance, it remains
largely overlooked by both the East and the West, even amid the
ongoing Gaza war.

Conclusion

The book's conclusion assesses the Red Sea’s future, highlighting
challenges and opportunities in maritime security, energy flow, and
regional cooperation. It underscores the sea’s enduring geopolitical
importance as a key trade route linking Europe, Asia, the Middle
East, and Africa. Reflecting on historical perspectives, including
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Herodotus’ Sth-century BCE references, the authors emphasize the
Red Sea’s evolving strategic role. The ongoing conflicts in Gaza and
the broader region further reinforce its centrality in global politics,
with recent Houthi attacks on Israel drawing renewed international
attention to this vital maritime corridor.
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