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ONSOZ

I¢inde yasadigimiz 21. yiizyilin ¢eyrek asirlik zaman diliminde diinyanin degisik bolgelerinde
i¢ savaglar ve devletlerarasi savaslar dahil onlarca yiiksek yogunluklu ¢atisma yasanmistir. Yasanan
savaglar bazi1 yonleriyle oncekilerle benzerlikler gosterirken bir¢ok boyutta radikal farklilasmalar ve
degisimler de ortaya ¢ikmaktadir. Bu itibarla zaman zaman savasin dogasinin degistigi ve radikal bir
doniistim oldugu one siiriilebilmektedir. Savasin dogasinin degistigi iddialar1 tartismali olsa da stra-
tejik, operatif, taktik ve teknik diizeylerde harekat planlamalarini, karar siire¢lerini ve uygulamalari
etkileyen dnemli yeniliklerin ortaya ¢iktig1 genel kabul gérmektedir. Buradaki temel husus ise ortaya
cikan degisimlerin dogru bir sekilde tespit edilip degerlendirilmesi, bunlardan dersler alinmasi ve
planlama siireglerine dahil edilebilmesidir.

Bu ihtiyaci karsilanmasina katki saglamak ve sorularin bir kismina yanit aramak amaciyla
Istanbul Arel Universitesi tarafindan diizenlenen “21. Yiizy1l Savaslarinda Strateji, Operatif, Taktik
ve Teknik: Tespitler ve Degerlendirmeler” isimli Ulusal Kongre 9-10 Mart 2024 tarihlerinde ¢evrim
ici olarak yapilmistir.

Kongreye, liniversitelerden, arastirma merkezlerinden ve resmi kurum ve kuruluslardan genis
bir katilim saglanmustir. Iki giinde alti oturum halinde icra edilen kongrede savas prensipleri, harbe
hazirlik, istihbarat sistemleri, komuta-kontrol ve muhabere, manevra ve kentsel alanlarda muharebe,
ates destegi, deniz ve hava harekati, lojistik, yapay zeka ve robotik sistemlerin kullanimi gibi genis
bir yelpazede yer alan konularda 38 bildiri sunulmus ve alinan derslere yonelik tartigmalar yapilmas,
sonuglar ¢ikarilmistir.

Kongrede sunulan bildirilerin tam metinleri ile sunum slaytlar1 ve konugsma metinleri Kongre
Tam Metin Bildiri kitab1 olarak hazirlanarak elektronik ortamda erisime ac¢ilmis ve ilgili kamu kurum
ve kuruluglarina gore gonderilmek iizere sinirl sayida basili kopya hazirlanmistir.

Kongrenin planlanmasi, akademik siireclerin etkinlikle yiiriitiilmesi amaciyla genis katilim-
I1 bilimsel danisma ve diizenleme kurullar teskil edilmistir. Bu kurullarda gorev alarak kongrenin
basaris1 i¢in emeklerini esirgemeyen saygideger emekli komutanlarimiza ve subaylarimiza, segkin
akademisyenlerimize ve aragtirmacilarimiza, kongrede sunulmak iizere bildiri gonderen katilimcila-
ra; Kongrenin diizenlenmesinde her tiirlii destegi veren ve kongreye ev sahipligi yapan Istanbul Arel
Universitesi yonetimine siikranlarimizi sunuyoruz.

Kongre Diizenleme Kurulu Adina
Prof. Dr. Oktay BINGOL
Kongre Baskani



KONGRE SONUC RAPORU

Istanbul Arel Universitesi tarafindan diizenlenen “21. Yiizy1l Savaslarinda Strateji, Operatif,
Taktik ve Teknik: Tespitler ve Degerlendirmeler” temali Ulusal Kongre 9- 10 Mart 2024 tarihlerinde
alt1 oturum halinde ¢evrimigi olarak icra edilmistir. Kongrenin oturumlarinda; 1) Savasin Dogasin-
daki Degisimler, Harp Prensipleri, Kuvvet Olusturma ve Strateji, 2) Komuta-Kontrol, Muhabere,
Bilgi Sistemleri ve Istihbarat, 3) 21. Yiizy1l Savaslarinda Manevra, 4) 21. Yiizy1l Savaslarinda Hava
Harekati, Deniz Harekati ve Miisterek Ates Destegi, 5) Savasin Ekonomisi ve Muharebe Hizmet Des-
tegi, 6) 21. Yiizy1l Savaslarinda Teknoloji ve Yapay Zeka ana basliklarinda stratejik, operatif ve taktik
diizeyde 38 bildiri sunulmustur. Kongrede ulasilan sonuglardan 6ne ¢ikanlar 6zet olarak miiteakip
maddelerde sunulmaktadir.

Genel

Tarih boyunca ¢esitli formlarda var olan savasin dogas1 21. yiizyilda da temel olarak ayni ka-

lirken teknolojik gelismeler ve kiiresellesmenin etkisiyle 6zelliklerinde farklilasmalar ortaya ¢ikmis
ve aktor ¢esitliligi, harekat alan1 dinamikleri, kullanilan silah sistemleri, uygulanan strateji ve taktik-
lerde 6nemli degisimler yasanmustir.
21. yiizy1l savaslarinda konvansiyonel kuvvetler, terdrist ve siber saldirilar, sosyal medyanin ma-
nipiilasyonu, psikolojik harekat/algi yonetimi, diplomatik ve ekonomik vb. diger araglar belirli bir
siyasi hedefe yonelik biitiinlesik ve es zamanl olarak kullanilip, diizensiz ve dinamik bir ortamda
stirprizlerle dolu angajmanlara girilmekte, uluslararasi hukuk ve ¢atigsma hukukundaki gri alanlardan
istifade edilerek catisma hibrit bir formda icra edilmektedir. Boyle bir ortamda savas planlamasinda
geleneksel planlama yontemleri yetersiz kalmakta, ¢ok yonlii-biitiinciil bakisa ve yaratici diisiinceye
ihtiya¢ duyulmaktadir.

Harbin Seviyeleri

Teknolojik ilerlemelerin savunma sistemlerinde menzil, hiz ve etki agisindan yarattig1 yenilik-
lerin, 6zellikle insansiz hava, kara, su iistii ve sualt1 araglar1 ve ¢esitli robotik vasitalarin gelisimi ile
yapay zekanin yaygin kullaniminin harbin geleneksel seviyeleri (stratejik-operatif-taktik) arasindaki
ayrimui bir Olcilide ortadan kaldirdigr goriilmektedir. Taktik seviyedeki gelismelerin siklikla stratejik
etkiler iiretmesi ve sonuglar yaratmasinin basta komuta kontrol diizenlemeleri olmak iizere askeri
harekatin planlama, hazirlik ve icrasinin gesitli boyutlarinda dikkate alinmasi gereklidir.

Miistereklik, Kurumlararasi Is birligi ve Karsihkh Cahsabilirlik

21. ylizy1l savaslarinda oncelikle iilke i¢inde ulusal giivenlik dncelikleri konusunda hiikiimet,
millet ve silahli kuvvetlerin uyumlulugunun yani sira harekat ortaminda kamu kuruluslari, hiikiimet
dis1 kuruluslar ve yerel unsurlar ile is birligi ve koordinasyon ihtiyaci giderek artmus, taktik sevi-
yedeki birlikler dahil farkli kuvvet ve smiflar arasinda miistereklik ve birlikte calisabilirlik 6nem
kazanmistir. Bu faktorlerin etkilerinin doktrin gelistirme, savunma sistemleri tedariki ve egitimlerin
planlanmasinda dikkate alinmasi gereklidir.

I



Komuta Kontrol ve Liderlik

Teknolojik gelismeler muharebe sahasinda istihbarat toplama, hedef tespiti ve tespit edilen
hedeflerde siiratle etki yaratilmasi i¢in taktik seviye (takim, boliik, tabur komutani vb.) liderlerinin
inisiyatif kullanacak sekilde yetistirilmesi ihtiyacini ortaya ¢ikarmistir. Icra edilen harekatin 6zelli-
gine bagl olarak merkeziyetci bir komuta sistemi yerine muharebe sahasinin 6n hatlarindaki taktik
birlik komutanlarinin bilgi ihtiyaglariin karsilandigi daha islevsel ve esnek bir komuta-kontrol yak-
lasiminin kullanilmasi dikkate alinmasi gereken bir segenek olarak belirmektedir.

Harekat alanindaki belirsizliklere ve dngoriilemeyen gelismelere tedbir olarak lider kadronun
Gorev Komutas1 (Mission Command) konseptine uygun olarak egitilmesi ve yeteneklerinin gelis-
tirilmesi dikkate alinmasi gerekli bir tespit olarak one ¢ikmistir. Bu sekilde liderlerin beklenmeyen
karmasik durumlarda sezgisel karar verme yeteneklerini kullanip yaratici ¢oziimler bulmalarinin
miimkiin olabilecegi kiymetlendirilmistir.

Manevra

Savaglarda piyade desteginden ve hava savunmasindan yoksun zirhli birliklerin uzun mesa-
feler katederek intikalinin ve kiitle halinde taarruz etmesinin zorluklar1 ve riskleri bir kez daha goriil-
miistlir. Hava iistiinliigli olmadan yapilan karsi taarruzlarin basari sansinin fazla olmadigi ve taarruz
edenin zayiatinin agir olacagi Ukrayna 6rneginde bir kez daha kanitlanmistir.

Rusya-Ukrayna Savasi, iyi planlanmis mevzi savunmasinin 6neminin azalmadigini goster-
migtir. Nitekim Ukrayna kars1 taarruzuna tedbir olarak Rusya, mevzi savunmasina geri donmiis ve
engellerle giiclendirilmis, birbiri gerisinde tahkimli mevzilere dayali, etkili bir savunma tesis etmistir.
Ukrayna birliklerinin Rus savunma mevzileri 6niindeki zayiati, engellerin kaldirilmasi ve engellerden
gecit acilmasi i¢in manevra unsurlarinin istihkam timleri ile takviyesinin ve miisterek egitimlerinin
Onemine isaret etmektedir.

Miisterek Ates Destegi

21. yiizyilda silahli insansiz hava sistemleri (SIHA) ve fiize sistemleri dahil ates destek vasi-

talarinin menzil ve isabetliliginin gelismesi muharebelerde atesle taarruzun 6nemini artirmis, temas
hatlarinin derinligindeki stratejik hedefler de atesle taarruzla etki altina alinmistir.
Mubharebelerde SIHA’larin kullanilmasinin hava kuvvetlerinin satith birliklerine saglayacag yakin
hava destegi ihtiyacini nispeten azaltarak hava muharebelerine yonelik sorti kabiliyetini artiracagi,
SIHA ve THA’larin hava kuvvetleriyle senkronize sekilde kullanilmasinin sinerji yaratacag goriil-
mustur.

Donem igerisinde 6nemli bir degisim deniz kuvvetleri vasitalarinin kullanilmasinda ortaya
cikmigtir. Deniz kuvvetleri, envanterlerindeki tahrip giicii yiiksek, uzun menzilli ve yiliksek hizli mii-
himmat ile bir stiredir geleneksel deniz istiinliigli miicadelesi yerine, kara hedeflerine taarruz go-
revlerinde kullanilmaktadir. Nitekim Rus ordusu da Ukrayna’ya fiize taarruzlari i¢in Karadeniz’de
konuslu gemilerini kullanmakta, Hazar Denizi’nden atesledigi fiizelerle Suriye’deki hedefleri vur-
maktadir.

21. yiizy1l savaglar1 klasik topcunun hala etkili bir ates destek vasitast oldugunu gostermistir.
Bu itibarla klasik namlulu topgu silahlarinin, insansiz sistemler ve hipersonik silahlar ile bir arada

kullanimi 6nem kazanmustir. -



Topyekiin Savunma Ihtiyaci

Savaglarda sivil hedeflere, kritik tesislere, karada ve deniz altindaki alt yapilara, bilisim ve
haberlesme sistemlerine, enerji santrallerine, enerji nakil hatlarina ve barajlara kinetik ve siber va-
sitalarla saldirilar diizenlenmektedir. Nitekim Rusya-Ukrayna savasi devam ederken Baltik Deni-
zi’nde boru hatlaria ve bilgisayar veri kablolaria saldirilar olmus, ABD’nin, Norfolk bolgesindeki
Langley Hava Kuvvetleri Ussii, Aralik 2023 ay1 boyunca kimligi belirlenemeyen insansiz hava arac-
lar1 tarafindan vurulmustur. Bu tiir saldirilarin stratejik ¢apta hasar yaratacagi dikkate alinarak yurt
savunmasinin topyekiin savunma esasina uygun olarak planlanmasi gerektigi degerlendirilmektedir.

Muharebe Hizmet Destegi

Silahlarin etki oranlarinin artmasi muharebe sahasinda silah, ara¢ ve techizat hasar oranini
yiikseltmistir. Ornegin Rusya, Ukrayna’da bir yillik bir donemde yaklasik 3.000 ana muharebe tan-
kin1 kaybetmis, ihtiyacin1 bir 6l¢iide depolarindaki eski model tanklarla karsilarken, Ukrayna dis
yardima bagli oldugundan kayiplar1 karsilamakta zorlanmigtir. Bu durum harp stoku/savas yedegi
mevcutlarinin 6nemini géstermektedir.

21. ylizy1l savaslarinda 6zellikle mithimmat ve akaryakit tiilketiminin mevcut doktrinlerdeki
oOl¢iitlerin ¢cok Gtesinde oldugu goriilmiistiir. Nitekim baslangigta Bati’dan gelen mithimmatla bir stire
ihtiyacini karsilayan Ukrayna ordusu, savas uzadikca mithimmat sikintist gekmeye baglamig, Bati
iilkeleri stoklar1 da yetersiz kalmistir. Bu kapsamda yonergelerin gézden gecirilmesi ve ihtiyaclarin
yeniden tespit ve temini savunma planlamasi agisindan 6nem arz etmektedir.

Ukrayna ile Gazze'de tespit edilen personel zayiat miktarlar1 da doktrin zayiat planlama fak-
torlerinin ¢ok iistlinde gerceklesmektedir. Personel zayiat planlamasiyla ilgili yonergelerin gézden
gecirilme ihtiyaci da dikkat ¢ekmektedir.

Askeri saglik sistemine sahip olmayan ordularin muharebede tedavi ve tahliye sistemini tesis
edemedigi, bunun sonucunda zayiat oranlarinin arttig1, birliklerin muharebe giiciiniin azaldig1 ve mo-
ralinin olumsuz etkilendigi tespit edilmistir.

Mubharebe Icin Teskilatlanma

21. ylizy1l savaslarinda ortaya ¢ikan 6nemli bir ihtiyag, barig kosullarindan itibaren tugay ve
alt seviyelerdeki birliklerde “tam birlik” anlayisina uygun olarak yeterli diizeyde muharebe, muha-
rebe destek ve hizmet destek unsurlarindan olusan, en alt seviyelerden itibaren kuvvetler arasi ve
kurumlararasi koordinasyona ve sivil-asker isbirligine imkan verecek sekilde yapilandirilmis, mev-
cutlar1 ve techizati tam gorev kuvvetleri/muharebe timleri teskil edip gergekei egitimler yapilmasi ve
savasa hazir olunmasidir. Bu baglamda, teskilat yapilarinin, muharebe destek ve muharebe hizmet
desteginin modiiler ve esnek hale getirilmesi ihtiyaci da ortaya ¢ikmustir.
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Konsept ve Thtiyaca Dayali Savunma Sanayi

Ordularin uzun stireli ve yiiksek yogunluklu ¢atismalar siirdiirebilmesi igin lojistikte opti-
mum seviyede 0z yeterliligi saglamasi gerektigi; sivil kapasiteden baristan itibaren ayrintili planlama
yapilmasi ve tatbikatlarda denenmesi kosuluyla istifade edilebilecegi; dis yardimlarin ise stirdiiriile-
bilirlik ve karsilikli calisabilirlik sorunlari nedeniyle diisiik 6ncelikli olarak dikkate alinmasi gerektigi
degerlendirilmistir. Bu itibarla ve 6zellikle Rusya-Ukrayna savasinin da gosterdigi sekilde, etkili bir
ulusal savunma i¢in kendi kendine yeterli savunma sanayine sahip olunmasi vazgecilmez bir 6n ko-
suldur.

Bununla birlikte, konsepte dolayisiyla ihtiyaca dayanmayan, arz temelli bir tedarik sisteminin
birlik depolarin1 gereksiz, muharebede kullanimi miimkiin olmayan ve planlarla uyumsuz techizatla
doldurarak kaynak israfina neden oldugu ve muharebe etkinligini 6nemli 6l¢iide azalttig1 goriilmiis-
tur.

Bu itibarla iilkelerin ulusal glivenlik/savunma strateji belgelerinin hizla degisen uluslararasi
stratejik ortamin 6zellikleriyle uyumlu olmasi i¢in daha kisa periyotlarla (azami 3 yil) gdzden gegiri-
lerek giincel bulundurulmasi gerektigi; bu belgelerde, dngoriilen stratejik ortamin gereklerine uygun
olarak tedarikine ihtiya¢ duyulan savunma yeteneklerinin esaslarina, yatirirm ve AR-GE 6nceliklerine
de yer verilmesinin faydali bir yaklagim olacagi degerlendirilmektedir.

Yapay Zeka, Insansiz Sistemler ve Yiiksek Teknolojik Uriinlerdeki Gelismelerin
Etkileri

Insansiz silahli ve silahsiz hava araclarinin muharebe sahasinda etkili bir manevra, ates destek
ve hedef tespit vasitast oldugu goriilmiistiir. Uretilmelerinin nispeten ucuz olmasi, maliyete gore etki-
lerinin yiiksek olmasi bu sistemleri “kuvvet carpan1” seviyesine yiikseltmistir. Oniimiizdeki donem-
lerde, say1 ve cinslerinin artmasi, menzillerinin uzamasi, yiik tasima kapasitelerinin gelismesi, hava
kosullarina kars1 daha dayanikli hale getirilmesi beklenmektedir. Bununla birlikte bu sistemlere teror
orgiitleri ve kriminal sug¢ orgiitleri dahil devlet dis1 aktorlerin erisiminin kolaylagmasi ve karsi savun-
ma sistemlerinin de gelismesi miimkiindiir. Bu itibarla insansiz sistemlerin kuvvet yapilanmasinda ve
doktrinlerdeki yerlerinin ele alinmasi/gdzden gegirilmesi acil bir ihtiyag¢ olarak belirmektedir.

21. ylizyilda yapay zeka uygulamalar1 ve robotik sistemler, harekat planlamasinda, karar sii-
reclerinde, egitimlerde ve muharebe sahasi fonksiyonel alanlarinda artan oranda yer bulmaktadir. Ya-
pay zeka bir orduya hizli karar alabilme, hizli ve dogru istihbarat ve hedef tespiti yapabilme, yliksek
isabet ve etkili egitim imkani1 sunmaktadir.

Teknolojik gelismelerden gelecegin askerlerinin (savaggilarini) tasariminda da faydalanilmak-
tadir. Bu kapsamda, savunma arastirma ve gelistirme siireclerinde genetik miidahaleler, biyokimyasal
giiclendirme, sibernetik (beyin-makine ara yiizleri) ve protez uygulamalartyla yakin gelecegin dijital
yari robotik insan askerleri tasarlanmaktadir. Bu girisimlerdeki kismi ilerlemelerin bile ordulara asi-
metrik iistiinliik saglayacagi kiymetlendirilmektedir.

Teknolojik gelismelerin ve 6zellikle yapay zeka uygulamalarinin hizi ve kapsami, yakin gele-
cekte “Insan Otesi Jeopolitik” kavramini akademik tartismalara dahil etmistir.



Bu gelismeler her diizeyde ydnetici, icraci ve yardimci personelin gelisen teknolojiyle uyum-
lu yeteneklere ve becerilere sahip olmasini gerektirmektedir. Personel temin sistemlerinin ve askeri
egitim kurumlarimin bu tiir personelin teminine ve yetistirilmesine yonelik secenekleri ayrintili ola-
rak tespit ve degerlendirmesi zorlu bir gorev olarak belirmektedir. Bu kapsamda basta tiniversiteler
olmak iizere sivil kurum ve kuruluslarla is birliginin gelistirilmesi gereklidir. Ayrica sivil sektérden
askerlik-seferberlik yiikiimliiligii ve hizmet alim1 se¢enekleri lizerinden nitelikli personel hizmeti
temini konusunda ¢alisilmasi gerektigi degerlendirilmektedir.

Yukaridaki tespitler; hiikiimetlerin ve ordularin, iilkelerinin ulusal glivenlik/savunma strate-
jileri geregi kendilerinden beklenen vazifeleri yerine getirebilmek i¢in muharebe alanlarinda ortaya
cikan gelismeleri siirekli izleyerek dersler almalarini ve buna bagli olarak stratejik, operatif ve taktik
diizeyde konsept, doktrin ve yonergelerini gdzden gecirmelerini; yenilikleri savunma planlama, tes-
kilatlanma ve harekata hazirlik siireclerine dahil etmelerini gerekli kilmaktadir.

Saygilarimizla

Prof. Dr. Oktay BINGOL
Kongre Baskam
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POWER COMPETITION IN THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN: A NEW
NAVAL ARMS RACE BEYOND MODERNIZATION PLANS

Mesut OZEL'
Introduction

Before the Gaza-Israeli War contested the maritime picture, on a routine daily briefing, besi-
des naval activities, the survey and drilling endeavours have been keeping the LED screens occupied,
and the watchstanders cautioned in many of the naval operations centres. The ongoing naval activities
include, but are not limited to, the routine patrols of the UNIFIL multinational maritime task force,
the NATO Operation Sea Guardian, the deployments of standing naval groups of NATO (SNMG-2/
SNMCG-2), the duties of ships participating in Turkish maritime security Operation Mediterranean
Shield and the activities of Turkish Maritime Task Group patrolling in the Sidra Bay. The littorals
have also frequently conducted bilateral and multilateral exercises with the participation of the US,
UK, and France to relay politico-military messages to each other. The naval assets deployed to and
from the Persian Gulf and the Indian Ocean have been taking any opportunity to carry out passing
exercises with the militaries of the Eastern Mediterranean littorals. Syrian civil war has also catalysed
the tempo of military and naval activities and let the Russian Navy return to the theatre. Nowadays,
the naval assets that have rushed to the theatre, along with the vessels loaded with humanitarian aid,
have complicated the maritime picture.

Cyprus, being the most important island of the Eastern Mediterranean due to its location at
the nexus of the sea lanes and air corridors, controls the approaches of the Suez Canal and Iskenderun
Bay and presents military reachability as a “springboard” to the hinterland of the Middle East and
North Africa. Henceforth, the hegemons wanted to reign over the Eastern Mediterranean Basin and
control Cyprus due to its geostrategic position throughout history. As the hegemonic adventure rolled
on, the same ultimate longing has still been valid for the current powerhouses of the world. As such,
the British have kept their sovereign bases on the island where the US has been exploiting them and
seeking after getting additional privileges to use Greek Cypriot military and port facilities in the scope
of SGCA-U.S. Bilateral Defence Cooperation (Appellant, 2024).

Moreover, France and Russia recently expanded the context of military cooperation agree-
ments to exploit the basing capacity in a broader sense. Concisely, the island is on the geostrategic
binoculars of global and regional competitors (Yayci, 2012).

From the worldwide sea communication perspective, the Mediterranean Sea is one of the
busiest seas in the world, harvesting 20 per cent of seaborne trade, 10 per cent of world container th-
roughput, and over 200 million passengers, although it covers only one per cent of ocean surfaces. A
recent study revealed a year-over-year growth of 8.2 per cent for freight traffic and 3.6 per cent for the
number of vessels that transited the waterway. The expansion of the Suez Canal allowed the average
size of vessels transiting the canal to grow by 12 per cent compared to the past. (Shumake, 2019) This
watershed event increased the geoeconomic importance of the Mediterranean, its profound role in the
Belt and Road Initiative project, and its geostrategic cover value in the eyes of geopolitical and geoe-
conomic competitors. As a result, the exclusive significance and role of the Eastern Mediterranean in
the Chinese Belt and Road Initiative got elevated, as well.

1 Assistant Professor, Head of Political Science and Public Management Department (Ing.) and Director of Strategic Research Application
Centre in Istanbul Kent University, Retired Rear Admiral.
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In the Eastern Mediterranean, the quest for hydrocarbon resources resulted in the discovery
of significant deposits of natural gas and petroleum, particularly in the bed of the Levantine Basin,
amounting to a mean probable 3.5 trillion cubic metres (tcm) of natural gas and 1.7 billion barrels of
oil according to the data of the United States Geological Survey (USGS, 2010). Although the current
level of discoveries in the Eastern Mediterranean region hardly comprises 1.5 per cent of worldwide
gas resources, they are still significant within the bilateral and regional context, given the nearness of
this supply base to the European Union (EU), globally the third-largest gas consumer (14.5 per cent
of worldwide consumption) and with negligible gas resources of its own (BP, 2018: 28-29). The gas
potential of the Eastern Mediterranean is estimated to meet the demand of Europe for the next thirty
years (Yayci, 2012). Meanwhile, the tapping of gas fields in Egypt and Israel gifted the export poten-
tial, in addition to self-sufficiency, and re-galvanized the interest of multinational oil companies in the
region, particularly with similar expectations in the maritime space for the island of Cyprus (Tsakiris,
Ulgen ve Han, 2018).

Moreover, the discovery of hydrocarbon resources in the Eastern Mediterranean basin has
altered the geo-economics and geo-strategy of the region in terms of power and influence calculati-
ons of regional and global powers. At the end of the period, it might not be illusionary to expect that
tapping these resources could bring prosperity and peace to the region by promoting regional coo-
peration. However, historical experience in the Middle East proved to be the opposite. The question
that needs to be answered is whether the gift of the creator to this part of the world, the hydrocarbon
resources, could either change the ill fate of the region by promising wealth or further the foregone
instability.

This essay meticulously examines a series of events that changed the naval posture of the
global and regional powers along with the politico-military developments affecting the security en-
vironment in the region: the US invasion of Iraq and the Lebanon War in the first decade of the new
millennium and the Mavi Marmara Incident, the Arab Spring followed by the Syrian and Libyan Civil
Wars, triggering migration flux to Europe, in the second decade as well as the persisting Cyprus'.
And Israel-Palestine Conflicts. Then, the latest developments on the energy impasse are scrutinized
to shed light on the delicacy of the issue for regional tranquillity and prosperity. Now, a new insecu-
rity landscape will shape the region in the aftermath of the ongoing war in Gaza. To conclude, based
on the mutual reactions of the stakeholders, which are Tiirkiye and Turkish Cypriots on one side and
the Greek Cypriots on the other side, the escalating relations are assessed to be calming down to a
solution as part of a regional peace and prosperity project rather than armed conflict as the prudency
prevails and the global powers involve. However, the notable armament of regional stakeholders on
such a scale cannot be disregarded in case crises turn to armed conflict.

1.Changing Stable Bipolarity to Unstable and Volatile Multipolarity in the Eastern Me-
diterranean

At the onset of the millennium, some political developments had profound reflections on the
security dynamics and stability of the region, along with the cascading spill-over effects to the mariti-
me domain as the new global order unfolded. A closer look at these happenings chronologically might
explain the current naval power and maritime space competition.

1 The island of Cyprus is divided between the Republic of Cyprus (RoC, or simply Cyprus), the most eastern border of the European Union
and recognized by the international community and the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC), self-proclaimed in 1983 and not recognized by
the international community except for Tiirkiye. From here on, the Republic of Cyprus will be referred to as Greek Cypriot Administration and Greek
Cypriots, where TRNC is Turkish Cypriots, to denote the significance of two communities constituting the people of Cyprus.
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1.1.The Invasion of Iraq: The Return of US Navy

At the very beginning of the first decade, the US Invasion of Iraq triggered the return of the
US Navy to the Eastern Mediterranean stage. The Eastern Mediterranean had kept its key status as
one of the hubs in the US Navy’s forward deployment strategy during the Cold War to project force
to the southern flank of the Soviet Empire. However, in the early 2000s, the US Navy could only
manage to deploy and base combat credible forces to “only two and a half” hubs, whereas the Me-
diterranean received a “half hub” status due to the shifting of a more significant chunk of forces to
support the ongoing operations in Afghanistan and Iraq (Walton, 2017). The “War on Terror (WoT)”
interventionism of the US after the 9/11 terrorist attacks and Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) deeply
affected regional power equilibrium and “radically altered the naval power configuration in the regi-
on”. In support of the US, NATO launched its ever-first Article V naval operation, Operation Active
Endeavour (OAE), reinforcing its presence in the Mediterranean (Giiveng & Egeli, 2016: 100).

Besides the surge operations of the units passing by the Mediterranean to and from the Arabi-
an Sea and the Persian Gulf, the US Navy consolidated its forward presence with the basing of four
Ballistic Missile Defence (BMD) capable Aegis vessels in Rota, Spain and the flagship of the sixth
fleet, USS Mount Whitney (LCC 20) in Gaeta, Italy (Kasapoglu, 2018: 10) both to deter the ballistic
missile threat to the Europe and also the evolving Russian aggressiveness via regular Black Sea dep-
loyments with these units as well. The unique “dual carrier strike group” deployment of Operation
Iraqi Freedom repeated itself twice in June 2016 and later in April 2019 to convey a “tons of diplo-
macy” message against the Russian naval buildup in the Black Sea and the Eastern Mediterranean as
well as a warning sign to Iran and its proxies in Syria and Lebanon (Faram, 2019) From the eve of
Russian aggression to Ukraine until April 2023, the US kept a carrier strike group in the Mediterra-
nean supplemented with Italian and Spanish counterparts. In August 2022, two carrier strike groups
operated together in the Med. The Gaza war also contested the maritime domain by showing flags of
Western warships from the US, France, Germany, and Great Britain, including carrier strike groups
(Mongilio, 2023).

1.2.Ukrainian War

The week before the onset of the Ukrainian War, the Russian Navy operated two distinct and
independent surface action groups (SAG) to track NATO carrier groups in the Mediterranean. Their
activities are supplemented by Improved Kilo Class SSKs supporting the operations of the SAGs. The
goal was to keep capital NATO warships in the Eastern Mediterranean. Starting the official ending of
the increased combat readiness of the Mediterranean Task Force in November 2022, the Pacific Fleet
Warship departed, and the Russian naval presence then gradually increased to a task group comprised
of a frigate and a corvette, supported by a submarine (Bath, 2022).

Despite the Western navies rushing to the scene after the onset of the Palestine-Israeli War,
the Russian navy has stayed calm in its Syrian bases. Currently, a carrier strike group shows flag in
the Eastern Mediterranean to deter Hezbollah, Iran, and other actors from joining the ongoing conflict
between Hamas and Israel. After operating in the Red Sea to protect maritime shipping and to defend
them against the missile/drone attacks of Yemeni insurgent groups), (USNI News, 2023) the US for-
med a multinational coalition to protect maritime shipping in the Red Sea (Helou, 2024).
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1.3.NATO in the Eastern Mediterranean and the Black Sea!

NATO recently tailored its naval operational command structure to deliver 360 degrees of
maritime focus and interconnectivity with a higher level of battle rhythm overall maritime frontiers.
NATO ships have also been continuously monitoring the substantial Russian activity in the Eastern
Mediterranean by revising the exercise schedule to enhance its presence and to increase maritime
situational awareness throughout the Eastern Mediterranean. An Operation Sea Guardian Task Group
recently finished a targeted maritime security patrol (NATO, 2024). This task group has also sup-
ported the EU NAVFOR’s Operation Sophia in the Central Mediterranean. The NATO nations in the
Mediterranean had capable and versatile credible forces. However, the Alliance could not create a
persistent deterrent due to evolving challenges without an increased and permanent US commitment
(Kasapoglu, 2018: 9). On the other hand, NATO’s activities in the troubled waters of the Black Sea
confined the patrol of reconnaissance and patrol aircraft and the activities on land and ports besides
the routine presence of littoral NATO countries. Despite Tiirkiye’s imposition of the Montreux Con-
vention does not close the straits to the non-belligerent states, no attempt has been made to navigate
through the straits by any country yet. Recently, the three littoral NATO inked an agreement to form
a task group to clear the drifting mines in the Black Sea. The deal also includes a clause for the parti-
cipation of other nations after the ending of hostilities (Euronews, 2024). A recent NATO Sea Shield
Exercise that will be held in the Danube basin and its vicinity has the potential to trouble the waters
of the Black Sea (Giirdeniz, 2024).

1.4. Securing Energy at The Source and in Transportation
1.4.1. Regional alliances: Israel, Greece, Cyprus, Egypt

The recent discovery of energy resources in the Eastern Mediterranean stimulated some of the
littorals to set a variety of frameworks to encourage and attract multinational companies to invest in
the region. To secure the energy at the source and in transportation, basic maritime security initiatives
leading to triangles of quasi-aligns were eventually initiated to counter the objection of Tiirkiye.

One of these frameworks, the Eastern Mediterranean Alliance (EMA), built on defence allian-
ce and energy cooperation amongst Israel, Greece and Southern Cyprus, was strategically the anchor
of Greek and Greek Cypriot security and economic progress in the Eastern Mediterranean. Due to
shared interests, the Greek duo convinced Egypt to sign an agreement towards defence cooperation
in conducting “joint ground, naval and air exercises and exchanging information and cooperating
in exploiting energy sources in the Levantine region” and creating maritime and energy security”.
This agreement set another triangle of a quasi-alliance, completing the missing corner of a potential
quadrangle of an alliance due to the shyness of Egypt being in the same military club as Israel. In the
Medusa and Cleopatra series of exercises, the theme of this alliance is practised in the field (Ioannou,
2017).

1 A NATO Task Group has been conducting a focused security patrol in the central and western Mediterranean with the participation of three

NATO ships, a submarine, and several air assets in the context of OSG. Recently, NATO activated a new command, Commander Surface Forces NATO
(COMSUREFNATO), to assume responsibility for the surface forces, including the four standing naval groups and units under NATO operational control
for Operation Sea Guardian. This new command was intended to enhance the efficacy of unity of command as the context, scope, and tempo of NATO
maritime operations increased. (MARCOM, NCS Adaptation : MARCOM Activates Surface Command, 2019)
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After the intertwining of the military framework, another regional energy initiative led by
Egypt, aiming to be the regional energy hub, resulted in the establishment of “The Eastern Medi-
terranean Gas Forum (EMGF)” by the partake of seven countries, namely Egypt, Greece, Jordan,
Palestine, Southern Cyprus, Israel, and Italy, amalgamating two tripartite alliance groupings also
under energy cooperation which also supported by other regional and global stakeholders. The forum
eventually served Europe’s wish, as well as the US’s to diversify the energy supply lines through a pi-
peline (Eastern Mediterranean Gas Pipeline) stretching from Israel and Southern Cyprus into Greece
and Italy. Currently, the forum excludes four notable littorals, namely Lebanon, Syria, Tiirkiye, and
the TRNC, which are inherently supposed to be part of the regional game (US State Dep, 2019).

Then, the US Congress stepped into the scene with a backing blow. A bipartisan supported
Eastern Mediterranean Security and Energy Partnership Act, which passed the US Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, signals a potential change in the US longwinded policy of military balance
between Tiirkiye and Greece in the wake of tense US-Tiirkiye relations. The letter of the bill states,
“full support the trilateral partnership of Israel, Greece, and [Greek] Cyprus through energy and de-
fence cooperation. Initiatives-including lifting the prohibition on arms transfers to the Republic of
[Greek] Cyprus” (Congress.gov, 2019). It is worth noticing that the bill was amended in the US Sena-
te’s Foreign Relations with provisions also to include the denial of port services to Russian warships
for reducing its (Russian) malign influence in the Eastern Mediterranean, which was resisted loudly
by the Southern Cyprus Defence Minister (Sputnik News, 2019).

1.4.2.French Factor

France is another player and stakeholder interested in the region’s security and energy dyna-
mics. Besides French oil companies, the French navy almost permanently flies colours in the Eastern
Mediterranean, at least with one frigate, besides the Charles De Gaulle Carrier Battle Group deploy-
ments. The French ships conducted various naval exercises with the maritime units of Southern Cy-
prus. They paid port visits on various occasions by exploiting the privilege granted in the Agreement
for Cooperation on Defence Matters framework in 2007 and upgraded in 2023 (CBN, 2023). Recent-
ly, the content and scope of this deal have widened their bilateral cooperation, including the use and
upgrading of the Evangelos Florakis naval base. Greek Cypriot authorities interpreted the deals as “a
positive development” amidst rising tensions with Tiirkiye (CyprusMail, 2019).

1.4.3.New Stakes: The delineation of Maritime Jurisdiction Areas in the Eastern Medi-
terranean, the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and the Continental Shelf (CS)

Along with the current fault lines that have the potential to escalate into a crisis, even to armed
conflicts, which stimulate the presence of navies in the region, the new stakes on securing energy exp-
loration and exploitation activities along with the delimitation disputes between the littoral have been
complicating the maritime panorama at the Eastern Mediterranean and have caused the riparians to
shift their focus of attention into securing their interests in the maritime domain. Currently, the litto-
rals of the Eastern Mediterranean have favoured the exercise of unilateral proclamation and then ena-
ctment of bilateral agreements of the EEZ instead of multilateral agreement among all littorals, which
is supposed to be the preferred methodology in a semi-closed sea such as the Eastern Mediterranean.
(Yayci, 2012: 19) Subsequently, this practice has created competing claims on delineating maritime
jurisdiction areas between Tiirkiye and Greece, Tiirkiye and Southern Cyprus (Filis & Rafael, 2013).
The first attempt came from Greek Cypriots, who started to affect EEZ delimitation agreements with
the littorals.
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Sequentially, Greek Cypriots signed EEZ accords with Egypt in 2003 (United Nations CGA,
2003), Lebanon in 2007 and Israel in 2010 (United Nations GCA, 2010), and also registered its EEZ
claim to the UN after completing its internal legislative procedures (United Nations CGA, 2004). Re-
cently, Israel and Lebanon inked a delineation deal without any mutual recognition by the facilitation
of the US (Gebeily & Lubell, 2022).

1.4.4.Turkish Views on Energy Competition and Regional Landscape

Tiirkiye should maintain its position that “without a solution in Cyprus (two-state federation),
the region’s hydrocarbon potential cannot be exploited”. To avoid any fait accompli, the navy’s pre-
sence with its air arm in the TRNC is to be strengthened.

Since 2020, Tiirkiye has conducted 33 preventative activities for illegal exploration and exp-
loitation, whereas its seismic/drilling activities are limited to its continental shelf. Currently, the risks
of escalation of the crisis, tension, threats and show of force show that the region has no invest-
ment-friendly environment.

As long as the economic potential of natural gas resources remains modest on a global scale,
it will not be easy to build a coalition of extra-regional powers to deter and contain Tiirkiye. A deal
to connect gas to Turkish pipelines could be the most viable and feasible solution, such as the Tiirki-
ye-Israel Agreement. The U.S. position is not yet clear. A solution that will take care of all parties has
still been considered in the D. C., Washington, such as Mc Clatchy map. It should also be noted that
the ongoing Gaza-Israel war has the potential to affect the alliances established based on energy in the
Eastern Mediterranean.

There are long-term and complex conflicts in the Eastern Mediterranean that cannot be resol-
ved, and tensions are likely to rise. The region is considered an area that destabilizes Europe due to
terrorism and migration threats originating from the Middle East and the Sahel, and geopolitical and
ideological rivalry has become an area of conflict since the 2011 Arab Spring,

China’s investments within the Belt and Road Project scope require it to be considered in ter-
ms of crisis management in the region. Eastern Mediterranean; security and geopolitical perspective,
activities of non-regional actors, energy targets and defence/armament,

The political and security vacuum created by the apparent decline of the US presence in the
Middle East has turned into a region that Russia uses to measure the West’s borders and capabilities,

Tiirkiye, Greece, Israel, Egypt, and the Greek Cypriot Administration are conducting neces-
sary defence modernization works, but they have not reached a level that will trigger an arms race.
It has been stated that the tripartite alliances of Greece-Israel-Greek Cypriot Administration and
Egypt-Greece-Greek Cypriot Administration initiated by Greece have not turned into strategic coo-
peration (IISS, 2023).
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1.5.Dramatic changes in the naval power hierarchy

As elaborated above, the return of the US and, eventually, NATO transformed the Eastern
Mediterranean into “a NATO lake or a Mare Nostrum for the Alliance at that time”, as reported by
Giiveng and Egeli. The US and NATO conducted naval and airstrikes in the context of Operation
Allied Protector, acting “without regard for the concerns and interests of others”, where Tiirkiye
substantially partook in the operation with naval and air assets (Giiveng & Egeli, 2016). Due to the
relative decline of the Turkish Navy during the same period, the naval equilibrium against Russian
revival was provided by increased NATO and US activity.

1.5.1.The Revived US engagement in the Eastern Mediterranean through the three-axes
strategy

Due to the improved Russian military presence and Chinese economic engagement, the US
chose to abuse as of now existing alliance axes within the region. The primary and second pivots
directly result from a geopolitical power struggle for advantage among the regional actors. The pri-
mary pivot emerged during the energy competition within the Eastern Mediterranean as the direct
result of crucial cooperation between Israel, Greece, South Cyprus, and Egypt —evolved and rapidly
militarized after 2013. The second axis developed from the civil war in Libya. It was brought forward
after 2015 when Russia, France, UAE, and Israel chose to back Khalifa Haftar. These two axes have
slowly picked up an anti-Turkish stand due to Tiirkiye’s game-changing role in the energy issue and
the Libyan war. In any case, the U.S. decision to back these axes is related to Washington’s goal to
contain Russian and Chinese influence within the region.

For this point, the U.S. started a third axis of alliance by arranging the Abraham Accords with
Israel, the UAE, Bahrain, Sudan, and Morocco in 2020 (Giiney & Korkmaz, 2021). However, the fate
of these accords has been contested due to Israeli aggression in Gaza, which also negatively impacted
credibility in the world.

1.5.2.Increased Russian Activity in the Eastern Mediterranean

Under the Putin administration, Russia declared its strategy to ensure its reach to warm oce-
ans via the Eastern Mediterranean. Consequently, the Russian Navy began regular deployments to
the Eastern Mediterranean in 2008, utilising its facility at Tartus as part of its increased activities and
eventually establishing a permanent presence This move substantially enhanced Russian A2/AD ca-
pability in the Black Sea and other coastal anti-ship and anti-air defence systems (Cole, 2018). Toget-
her with the Caspian Sea Flotilla, the cruise missile attacks from the surface and subsurface platforms
of the Mediterranean Task Force proved the force projection and strike capacity. From February 22nd
to August 22nd, 022, Russia deployed two different and independent surface combat groups plus su-
bmarines in the Mediterranean, totalling 29 ships and eventually decreasing its footprint. The main
task of this force was to monitor NATO Aircraft Carrier Task Groups. Russia has revived its presence
with deployments from Northern and Pacific fleets, including the resumption of the Syrian Express
between Saint Petersburg and Tartus. Notably, a Slava class cruiser is on the way to the Eastern Me-
diterranean (Lokeren, 2024).
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1.5.3.The Belt and Road Initiative

The Eastern Mediterranean constitutes the westernmost part of the Chinese geoeconomic rea-
ch project, the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). In this regard, China has been investing mainly in the
operations of hub ports and railways and continuing to complete the various shipping routes of its
BRI by utilising the combination of disparate transport modes'. The Eastern Mediterranean, particu-
larly after the capacity of the Suez Canal expanded, started to play an increased role in BRI trade.
On the other hand, the announcement of the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC)
has been a mechanism that may contain the growing Chinese expansionism despite being a modera-
te-volume corridor (Inamdar, 2023).

1.5.4.Littoral States’ Naval Forces

The discovery of hydrocarbons stimulated the riparians to participate in the sovereignty of
marine spaces actively. Along with the concerns for the safety and security of hydrocarbon explora-
tion and exploitation activities and facilities, a naval arms race has been popping up on the regional
agenda. In the Mediterranean strategic balance, the naval recapitalisation efforts of these littorals are
noteworthy for review due to the escalating energy conjuncture. They might reveal the prospective
intentions and future capabilities in changing the naval equilibrium. In the Eastern Mediterranean ba-
sin, there are only four countries, namely Egypt, Greece, Israel, and Tiirkiye, with a significant naval
fleet, while others, such as Libya, Syria or Southern Cyprus, have either a small fleet of obsolete ships
or just a few patrol boats.

The comprehensive midlife upgrades of BARBAROS class frigates and PREVEZE class su-
bmarines are ongoing, and the first ships are almost completed with modern indigenous systems and
weapons. Additionally, the contract for the midlife upgrade of GUR class frigates has been recently
inked, along with modifications for integrating national AKYA heavyweight torpedoes into all sub-
marines (DefenceTurkey, 2021).

The fleet’s air arm has been entirely on duty after the completion of the MELTEM projects and
the takeover of AH-1W Cobra helicopters from the Army. On the uncrewed vehicle side, the Turkish
Navy operates a tactical squadron of BAYRAKTAR TB-2 UAV/UCAVs and an operative squadron
of ANKA S/B and AKSUNGUR UAV/UCAVs (DzKK, 2024) both in reconnaissance and combat
roles while the unmanned surface fleet has been expanding with a myriad of domestically developed
vehicles from MARLIN to ALBATROS (SSB, 2024).

On the other hand, some relatively obsolete ships, including two YAVUZ class frigates, two
DOGAN class fast attack boats, two AY class submarines and an ENGIN class mine hunter, have been
redesignated as test and training ships (savunmasanayi.org, 2024). Tiirkiye flexes its naval muscles to
safeguard its and Turkish Cypriots' interests in the energy impasse.

The logistic arm of the fleet has also been enhanced with the introduction of three new ships,
one of which is a Replenishment at Sea and Combat Support Ship (DIMDEG), which will improve
the blue water competency of the fleet (Yaylali, 2024).

1 The northern “Silk Road” freight train from China to the UK and the “Trans-Caspian Rail Routes” have already been inaugurated.
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However, it should be noted that Tiirkiye has chosen a more complicated route, designing its
frigate to be customized to fit operating requirements and ideas. Using locally manufactured wea-
pons and sensor systems adds a degree of danger and complication. Being among the first ships to
adopt these new systems, TCG Istanbul must deal with the difficulties of innovative designs teething
problems. Since these new systems have never been in battle, unlike the off-the-shelf approach, there
are legitimate questions about how well they will function in actual operations (Yaylali, 2023). This
approach indeed constitutes a disadvantage for the Turkish Navy in the short term, particularly in the
next five years.

Its eternal rival, Greece, trying to keep a delicate balance with Tiirkiye, has been looking for
opportunities to procure new surface vessels and upgrade existing ones after partial financial recovery
(Kasapoglu, 2018). Greece’s 2014 National Military Strategy identifies safeguarding sovereignty and
territorial integrity as principal defence objectives; recent years, there has been a renewed focus on
Eastern Medi terranean security (ISSS, 2023: 98). The armed forces would also be expected to sup-
port Cyprus in the event of a conflict. Greek Navy has almost half of Turkish frigates and corvettes,
which need upgrading and rejuvenation. But the Greek flotilla of fast attack missile boats overmatc-
hes its Turkish counterpart in number and capacity. It also owns four very modern (plus one moderni-
sed) AIP-fitted submarines and ordered its new high-tech torpedoes (Defence Industry Europe, 2023),
which are modified as “the tip of the spear for the Hellenic Fleet” (USNI, 2017). Currently, Greece
endeavours to revive its C4ISR capabilities by reactivating and procuring P3B Orion maritime patrol
aircraft, one of which is in service, to boost its rotary-wing competency by the delivery of 70 Ex-US
Kiowa Warrior armed reconnaissance and Chinook heavy-lift helicopters while most of its F-16 fleet
upgrade (ISSS, 2024).

Furthermore, the first two of its seven MH-60 Romeo ASW helicopters have joined the Navy,
which will enhance its surface and anti-submarine capacity with a myriad of missiles and rockets
(NewsTeam, 2024b).

Recently, one of its new generations, three BELHARRA/FDI frigates, has already been laun-
ched and is under fitting while the rest are under construction.(Manuel, 2023) This acquisition might
also be deemed the French resolute towards increased cooperation with Greece in the Eastern Medi-
terranean. More importantly, fitting FDI frigates with the naval cruise missile (NCM) will provide the
Greek Navy with deep strike capability. A contract was inked with a consortium of TKMS and Thales
to comprehensively upgrade and modernise Hydra-class frigates to a high-edge combat competency
(Salerno-Garthwaite, 2024). On the other hand, the Greek Navy is to procure four Freedom-class
littoral combat ships (LCS) from the US, which are in need of substantial refitting.

In recent years, Greece signed defence cooperation agreements with Southern Cyp-
rus, Egypt, and Israel and has been conducting military exercises with these countries. Greece also
expanded its mutual defence agreement with the US to enhance its military presence in the country,
including the more frequent port visits and exercises with US warships (Euroactiv, 2021). Besides,
her strategic partnership agreement with France notably includes a mutual assistance clause (ISSS,
2023: 98). Moreover, an indication of deepened military cooperation between Greece and Israel is the
permanent installation of the Long Horizon OTHT (over the horizon) radar system in Crete to impro-
ve the near real-time recognised maritime picture in the Eastern Mediterranean (TheGreekObserverl,
2019).
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Considering these developments, Greek defence analysts comment that the Greek Air Force
is several steps ahead of its Turkish peers regarding the quality and technology of the fighters in its
inventory. However, Tiirkiye is a significant exporter of drones, including air, surface, and underwa-
ter versions, supplying its armed services while Greece is boosting its relevant academia and industry
on drone innovation. On the navy side, the Greek Navy, where it previously enjoyed a quality advan-
tage, is having difficulty maintaining, upgrading and recapitalising its fleet due to limited domestic
capabilities. The cost of procuring warships abroad hinders its capacity to keep a quantitative match
with its Turkish peer. Currently, the Greek Navy enjoys dominance in the underwater capabilities,
whereas Tiirkiye is closely behind and probably will match after the 2030s (Nedos, 2024). In sum,
each country’s financial and industrial capacity will be determinative in keeping the delicate balance
of naval power and supporting air power. Greece leans and entrusts the enthusiasm and the blank
check of the US and its EU partners, exploiting its eagerness for arms procurement in this race where
Tirkiye is all alone, struggling with its financial austerity.

Egypt is noticeable in the Eastern Mediterranean arms race with its diversification of procure-
ment policies and its acquisition of high-end platforms towards a blue water navy's uncertain combat
readiness due to neglected professionalism (Kasapoglu, 2018). In order to protect newly discovered
gas fields in surrounding seas, the Navy's vigorous naval procurement program includes upgrading
the vessels in the inventory and acquiring/building new vessels with foreign technical aid. The power
projection capacity of the Egyptian Navy has been improved with the acquisition of 2 MISTRAL-c-
lass LHD along with 3 FREMM and 4 MEKO A-200EN frigates, 4 GOWIND Class corvettes, and 4
Type 209/1400 submarines (Kasapoglu, 2018; Mevliitoglu, 2019). In September 2018, Egyptian ship-
yards launched the first-ever warship built in-country, Port-Said, the second ship of GOWIND class
frigates, followed by the fourth MEKO A-200EN, Al Jabbar (Domingo, 2023). More importantly, the
Egyptian-Franco naval cooperation is not limited to arms sales and also includes joint military exer-
cises to test the efficiency of platforms of French design (Daily News Egypt, 2019) as well as to im-
prove the overall combat effectiveness of its Navy via conducting bilateral and multilateral exercises
with the assistance of foreign training experts. On the other hand, Egypt’s preference for procuring
German MEKO frigates was due to restrictions in the French arms export regime. In sum, the balan-
ced modernisation, when coupled with "awakening" professionalism and combat readiness, might
eventually end in a stronger Egyptian naval stand (Springborg & Williams, 2019). Overall, Egypt,
opting for a proven and existing commercial-off-the-shelf design, has secured frigates equipped with
weapons and sensors crafted by reputable European defence contractors (Yaylali, 2023).

Last but not least, Israel has a modest, versatile fleet of the most advanced vessels in the regi-
on, comprised of mainly multipurpose SAAR-class surface combat vessels and an astute submarine
flotilla which is believed to have second and deep strike capability with LACM as well as to conduct
covert operations. The operational competency of the Israeli navy is combat and operation-proofed
with cutting-edge force multipliers: air force support'.

1 Moreover, the competent air force was the first ever to use an F-35 Stealth Fighter in a combat mission, probably on an Iranian military

structure in Syria. Israeli F-35I ADIR is unique due to its design according to the user’s exclusive operational needs and permit to source codes (Leone,
2019).
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Israel also has a plethora of space, cyber and electronic warfare capabilities, as well as all
types of cutting-edge air, surface and underwater drones (ISSS, 2024). To protect energy fields and
infrastructure, the Israeli navy is improving its blue water capabilities with the inclusion of new gene-
ration' SAAR-6 corvettes (Fabian, 2023) and the upgrading of existing SAAR vessels (Kasapoglu,
2018). Its strategic strike capability will be enhanced and extended in range by introducing the third
ship of DOLPHINE-II and DAKAR-class AIP submarines equipped with vertical launchers that can
accommodate ballistic missiles and cruise missiles. These vessels were seen as “key to regional do-
minance” (Lappin, 2022). Overall, Israel’s navy is competent in conducting any operations efficiently
in the Eastern Mediterranean and has the capability to patrol and enforce its maritime claims.

The 35-year-old US arms embargo was lifted, assumedly to pull Cyprus from Russian influ-
ence away (Jakes, 2022), which would surely lead to an arms race on the island (KNEWS, 2022).
Recently, SGCA joined the drone manufacturers club. Its spectrum of drones includes the long-range
loitering ammunition Spear-2 (Erbas, 2023) 2 to the USV B5 Hydra, which could operate in the Eas-
tern Mediterranean (Isik, 2023). Moreover, with the funds allocated for defence, the GSCA procured
a guided missile Sa’ar &2 OPV and Iron Dome air defence systems from Israel, H145M light attack
helicopters, MM-38 anti-ship missiles and Stinger MANPADS. Despite being modest, its capabilities
may pose an asymmetric threat beyond self-defence when they were to be used.

In a naval armed conflict between these peers, the force multipliers, particularly ISR, electro-
nic and cyber warfare, and air force support will be the game changers. Israel is far ahead in quality
and quantity among the littorals, followed by Tiirkiye, Greece, and Egypt.

Conclusion

In the escalating Eastern Mediterranean energy impasse, the actions and reactions of the sta-
keholders need to be closely monitored to make a prudent assessment of the region’s future.

In this regard, especially after 2013, Egypt allocated resources to renew its navy and prima-
rily purchased ready-made ships. Especially with its new platforms, it is reaching a force structure
that competently performs all types of warfare in the Eastern Mediterranean. However, the Egyptian
Navy may experience technical and logistics problems in the upkeep of its fleet due to the diversity
of platforms from different countries.

Israel procured sizable surface platforms that can perform oil platform/EEZ protection duties
on the high seas and attaches importance to the modernization of its air force to maintain its techno-
logical edge. Placing vertical launchers on its new generation submarines will increase the number of
cruising/ballistic missiles that can be fired, as well as its combat load and range, which will improve
its counter-strike capability and alleviate its lack of strategic depth. It has technological superiority,
primarily due to its air force, electronic warfare, and unmanned and national weapon systems compa-
red to its regional peers.

1 The first of the class was officially named in Germany on May 23rd 2019
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The Greek Cypriot Administration strives to develop its defence capabilities beyond self-de-
fence with the support of the USA and France instead of energy competition.

Greece is striving to implement its air and naval forces modernization plans, which were dela-
yed due to the economic crisis, with the support of the USA and France within the scope of the energy
and geopolitical struggle in the Eastern Mediterranean. In addition to the naval and air platforms that
will enter the new inventory, it might achieve technological superiority in 3-4 years with cutting-edge
platforms, weapons, and systems.

Despite Tiirkiye’s numerical superiority, it is in a relative weakness in terms of submarines
(AIP) and air defence and air force, which might be closed in 3-4 years to come. The delay in the
platform projects may be a weakness in maintaining the balance of forces in the face of the opponents
acting in alliance, mainly due to the need to have forces in different areas of operations. Tiirkiye’s
exposure to overt and covert sanctions from its allies slows down shipbuilding and modernizati-
on programs. Therefore, Tiirkiye should accelerate the renewal and modernization processes of the
inventory of warships, weapons, and electronic systems to keep up and have the upper hand in the
competition with its regional peers.

The Greek Cypriot Administration, Egypt, Greece, Israel, and Tiirkiye are making significant
defence modernization efforts, but this may not be taken as an arms race considering the delayed mo-
dernization.

Clearly, these countries invest heavily in defence capabilities by prioritizing their air and na-
val forces. This point is a game changer in the struggle between Greece and Tiirkiye.

Greece is currently adding to their fleet with the acquisition of Rafale and F-35s. Tiirkiye, on
the other hand, has been forced to work on modernizing its existing F16s and developing national
aircraft due to the imposition of sanctions. Although the latter has managed to conduct a maiden fli-
ght, it will still take years for it to reach full operational capability. Despite the challenges, Tiirkiye
has boosted its investments in the national defence industry, with a particular focus on producing
unmanned aerial vehicles. They have also become a significant exporter of combat-proven platforms.

It's important to note that armed conflict or competition doesn't result in a winner, except for
the military-industrial complex of developed countries. Therefore, Turkey should wisely implement
diplomatic and power policies that aim to resolve the alliances formed against it in the region. This
includes prioritizing the controlled normalization of relations with Egypt, Israel, and even Greece, as
it is vital for the country's interests.

On the other hand, the efforts of the United States and France to arm Greece should be fol-
lowed carefully and vigilantly. In this regard, Tirkiye should closely monitor any change in the
balance of power in the region. In the event of a controlled escalation of the crisis, Tiirkiye should
be prepared and alert to the option of using preemptive force by its peers, considering their past and
current dare practices.

192



Bibliography

AA. (2019). Turkey will resolutely continue explorations in E Med. https://www.aa.com.tr/en/politi-
cs/turkey-will-resolutely-continue-explorations-in-e-med/1562678#!

Ackerman, S., Jacops, B., Pilkington, E. and Borger, J. (2018). Syria missile strikes: US launches
first direct military action against Assad. The Guardian, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/
apr/06/trump-syria-missiles-assad-chemical-weapons

Alpha. (2024). Alpha 900 - alpha unmanned systems. https://alphaunmannedsystems.com/product/
uav-helicopter-alpha-900/

Appellant. (2024). Five actions and US Military projects in Cyprus. https://www.offsite.com.cy/apop-
seis/efetis/o-efetis-pente-draseis-kai-stratiotika-erga-ipa-se-kypro

Barreira, V. (2019). Brazilian ships to switch command of UNIFIL MTF. Jane's Defence Weekly.

Bath, A. (2022). Russian ships watch as US carrier group operates with NATO allies in Mediterrane-
an. Star Ans Stipes. https://www.stripes.com/branches/navy/2022-02-03/nato-officials-confirm-rus-
sian-observation-of-exercise-4591209.html

BP. (2018). BP statistical review of world energy, https://www.bp.com/content/dam/bp/business-si-
tes/en/global/corporate/pdfs/energy-economics/statistical-review/bp-stats-review-2018-full-report.
pdf

CBN. (2023). Cyprus and France sign 2024-2025 defence cooperation programme. https://www.cbn.
com.cy/article/2023/11/24/744844/cyprus-and-france-sign-2024-2025-defence-cooperation-prog-
ramme/

Chavez, T. (2018). Russia and China have made the mediterranean a priority, will the United States
rise to the challenge?. The National Interest. https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/russia-and-chi-
na-have-made-mediterranean-priority-will-united-states-rise-challenge-36097

Christou, J. (2018). Russia will respond to any ‘US military build-up in Cyprus’ (Update 3). Cyprus
Mail. https://cyprus-mail.com/2018/12/05/russia-vows-response-to-any-us-military-build-up-in-cyp-
rus/

CNNTiirk. (2019). Rusya’dan Dogu Akdeniz’de Tiirkiye ile is birligi sinyali. https://www.cnnturk.
com/dunya/rusyadan-dogu-akdenizde-turkiye-ile-is-birligi-sinyali

Cole, T. I. (2018). Russian naval activity in the Mediterranean: Responsive shifts in French, Italian,
and Spanish perspectives and Policies. http://hdl.handle.net/10945/61337

CyprusMail. (2015). Barbaros Navtex will not be renewed. https://cyprus-mail.com/2015/03/17/bar-
baros-navtex-will-not-be-renewed/?hilite=barbaros

CyprusMail. (2019). Strategic co-operation between France and Cyprus widens. https://cyprus-mail.
com/2019/05/17/strategic-co-operation-between-france-and-cyprus-widens/

193



Defence Industry Europe (2023). Greece orders SeaHake mod4 torpedos from Atlas Elektronik. htt-
ps://defence-industry.eu/greece-orders-seahake-mod4-torpedos-from-atlas-elektronik/

DefenceTurkey (2021). AKYA national HWT torpedo being integrated into the MUREN PREVE-
ZE project. Defence Turkey Magazine. https://www.defenceturkey.com/en/content/akya-natio-
nal-hwt-torpedo-being-integrated-into-the-muren-preveze-project-4476

Defence&Technology. (2019). TCG Anadolu i¢in F-35B hayal oldu, gozler ‘ATAK ’ta. http://defence-
andtechnology.com/2019/07/18/tcg-anadolu-icin-f-35b-hayal-oldu-gozler-atakta/

Domingo, J. (2023). Egypt launches fourth MEKO A-200 EN frigate. https://www.thedefensepost.
com/2023/12/13/egypt-launches-meko-frigate/

Efron, S. (2018). The future of Israeli-Turkish relations. California: RAND Cooperation.

Emam, A. (2019). Eastern Med countries agree to move ahead with gas forum. The Arab Weekly.
https://thearabweekly.com/eastern-med-countries-agree-move-ahead-gas-forum

EnergyPress. (2019). New effort for East Med agreement at Athens energy summit. https://energyp-
ress.eu/new-attempt-for-east-med-agreement-at-athens-energy-summit/

Erbas, A. (2023). GKRY’den yeni dolanan miithimmat. https://www.defenceturk.net/gkryden-ye-
ni-dolanan-muhimmat

Euroactiv. (2021). US, Greece expand defense ties amid Mediterranean tensions. https://www.eurac-
tiv.com/section/defence-and-security/news/us-greece-expand-defense-ties-amid-mediterranean-ten-
sions/

Euronews. (2024). Turkey, Bulgaria and Romania sign deal to tackle Black Sea mines. https://www.
euronews.com/2024/01/11/turkey-bulgaria-and-romania-sign-deal-to-tackle-black-sea-mines

Fabian, E. (2023). Navy declares 4th advanced Sa’ar 6-class warship operational, sends one to Red
Sea. https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/navy-declares-4th-advanced-saar-6-class-wars-
hip-operational-sends-one-to-red-sea/

Faram, M. D. (2019). Why the US Navy has 10 ships, 130 aircraft and 9,000 personnel in the Medi-
terranean. https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-navy/2019/04/24/why-the-us-navy-has-10-ships-

130-us-aircraft-and-9000-personnel-in-the-mediterranean/

Filis, A. ve Rafael, L. A. (2013). Legal aspects of inter-state maritime delimitation in the eastern me-
diterranean basin. OGEL, 11(3).

Gaymarine. (2024). Pluto plus rov. https://www.gaymarine.it/en/products/rov-pluto-plus

194



Gliney, N. A. ve Korkmaz, V. (2021). A new alliance axis in the Eastern Mediterranean cold war:
What the Abraham Accords mean for mediterranean geopolitics and Turkey. Insight Turkey, 23(1),
61-76.

Giirdeniz, C. (2013). Hedefteki donanma. Istanbul: Kirmiz1 Kedi Yayinevi.

Glirdeniz, C. (2024). Cem Giirdeniz’den NATO tatbikati 6ncesi ‘savas’ uyarist: Dur diyecek biri-
leri ¢ikmalidir. https://www.veryansintv.com/cem-gurdenizden-nato-tatbikati-oncesi-savas-uyari-
si-dur-diyecek-birileri-cikmalidir/

Gliveng, S. ve Egeli, S. (2016). Changing naval balances in the Eastern Mediterrenaen: Implications
for Turkey. Foreign Policy Quarterly, 93-105.

Helou, A. (2024). Crowded waters: Who’s doing what in the international hotspot of the Red Sea. ht-
tps://breakingdefense.com/2024/03/crowded-waters-whos-doing-what-in-the-international-hotspot-
of-the-red-sea/

IISS. (2023). Turbulence in the Eastern Mediterranean: Geopolitical, security and energy dynamics.
https://www.iiss.org/publications/strategic-dossiers/strategic-dossier-preview-turbulence-in-the-eas-
tern-mediterranean/

Inamdar, N. (2023). Can India-Europe corridor rival China’s Belt and Road? https://www.bbc.com/
news/world-asia-india-66957019

Ioannou, B. T. (2017). Greece, Cyprus, Egypt agree on Mediterranean defence cooperation. https://
greece.greekreporter.com/2017/12/15/greece-cyprus-egypt-agree-on-mediterranean-defence-coope-
ration/

ISSS. (2024). The military balance 2024. London: Routledge.

ISSS. (2018). Russia and Eurasia. The Military Balance, 118(1), 169-218.

Isik, Y. E. (2023). GKRY den yeni silahli insansiz deniz araci. https://www.defenceturk.net/gkry-
den-yeni-silahli-insansiz-deniz-araci

Jakes, L. (2022). The hunt to arm Ukraine leads to difficult choices. The New York Times. https://
www.nytimes.com/2022/10/11/world/europe/ukraine-cyprus-arms-race.html

Johnson, J. (2022). Truman carrier strike group arrives in Italy. https://www.dvidshub.net/news/419145/
truman-carrier-strike-group-arrives-italy

Kasapoglu, C. (2018). Naval balance of power in the mediterranean and political-military trends.
Regional program political dialogue south mediterranean. Konrad Adeneur Stiftung.

KNEWS. (2022). US lifts embargo on Cyprus but with Russian caveat. https://knews.kathimerini.
com.cy/en/news/us-lifts-embargo-on-cyprus-but-with-russian-caveat

195



Lappin, Y. (2022). ‘Israel’s future submarines fleet key to regional naval dominance’. https://www.
israelhayom.com/2022/02/09/israels-future-submarines-fleet-key-to-regional-naval-ascendency/

Lika, I. (2020). The Greece-Egypt maritime agreement and its implications for the Greek-Turkish dis-
pute in the eastern mediterranean. https://www.setav.org/en/analysis-the-greece-egypt-maritime-ag-
reement-and-its-implications-for-the-greek-turkish-dispute-in-the-eastern-mediterranean/

M.Nomikis, J. (2018). Greece and the eastern mediterranean alliance. The Begin-Sadat Center for
Strategic Studies. https://besacenter.org/perspectives-papers/greece-israel-cyprus-alliance/

Manuel, R. (2023). Naval group launches Greece’s first belharra frigate. https://www.thedefensepost.
com/2023/10/10/greece-belharra-frigate-launch/

MARCOM. (2019). NCS adaptation: MARCOM activates surface command. https://mc.nato.int/me-
dia-centre/news/2019.aspx/NCS

Marcus, J. (2015). Russia S-400 Syria missile deployment sends robust signal. BBC News. https://
www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-34976537

MEMO. (2018). Turkey to Egypt: Do not exceed your authority’ by threatening us. Middle East
Monitor. https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20180801-turkey-to-egypt-do-not-exceed-your-autho-
rity-by-threatening-us/

MENA. (2019). Egyptian-French naval drill ‘Cleopatra-Gapian 2019” winds up. Egypt Today. https://
www.egypttoday.com/Article/1/68006/Egyptian-French-naval-drill-Cleopatra-Gapian-2019-win-
ds-up

Mevliitoglu, A. (2019). Naval balance of power in the Eastern Mediterranean. Defence Turkey Ma-
gazine. https://www.defenceturkey.com/en/content/naval-balance-of-power-in-the-eastern-mediter-
ranean-3634

MFA Turkey. (2019). No: 206, 16 July 2019, press release regarding the conclusions adopted by the
EU foreign affairs council. http://www.mfa.gov.tr/no 206 -ab-disiliskiler-konseyi-nin-aldigi-karar-
lar-hk.en.mfa

MGK. (2019). Milli giivenlik kurulu. https://www.mgk.gov.tr/index.php/30-temmuz-2019-tarih-
li-toplanti

Mitsopoulos, D. (2024). Greece closer than ever to procure LCS from the U.S. https://www.naval-
news.com/naval-news/2024/01/greece-closer-than-ever-to-procure-lcs-from-the-u-s/

Mongilio, H. (2023). Gerald R. Ford carrier strike group heading to Eastern Mediterranean to deter
Hezbollah, Iran. USNI News. https://news.usni.org/2023/10/09/gerald-r-ford-carrier-strike-group-sta-

tioned-in-mediterranean-to-deter-hezbollah-iran

NATO. (2011). Operation unified protector final mission stats. https://www.nato.int/nato_static
f12014/assets/pdf/pdf 2011 11/20111108 111107-factsheet up factsfigures en.pdf

196



NATO. (2016). NATO's deployment in the Aegean Sea. NATO Fact Sheet: www.nato.int.

NATO. (2024). NATO Operation Sea Guardian concludes its initial patrols in the Eastern Medi-
terranean for 2024. https://mc.nato.int/media-centre/news/2024/nato-operation-sea-guardian-conclu-
des-its-initial-patrols-in-the-eastern-mediterranean-for-2024

Nedos, V. (2024). Greece, Turkey: Power in the air and at sea. https://www.ekathimerini.com/in-dep-
th/1230377/greece-turkey-power-in-the-air-and-at-sea/

Nedos, V. (2017). Hellenic Navy chief presents key priorities. http://www.ekathimerini.com/216199/
article/ekathimerini/news/hellenic-navy-chief-presents-key-priorities

NewsTeam. (2024a). The U.S.-Greece plan to co-produce next-gen constellation frigates. https://
geopolitiki.com/us-greece-plan-co-produce-constellation-frigates/

NewsTeam. (2024b). MH-60 romeo: Hellenic navy received today two new state-of-the-art MH-60R
ASW helicopters. https://geopolitiki.com/hellenic-navy-two-new-mh-60-romeo-asw-helicopters/

Lokeren, V. (2024). Russian forces in the Mediterranean. https://russianfleetanalysis.blogspot.
com/2024/04/russian-forces-in-mediterranean-wk 142023 . html

Oguzlu, T. (2015). "Precious Loneliness" and Turkey's awakening to regional realities. Ortadogu
Aragtirmalar1 Merkezi. Ankara: Center for Middle Eastern Studies.

Salerno-Garthwaite, A. (2024). ThyssenKrupp and thales partner on Greece’s hydra-class frigate upg-
rade. https://www.naval-technology.com/news/thyssenkrupp-and-thales-partner-on-greeces-hydra-c-
lass-frigate-upgrade/

Savunmasanayi.org. (24AD). Ekonomik dmriinii tamamlayan 5 gemi, test ve egitim gemisi sinifina
ayrildi.  https://www.savunmasanayi.org/ekonomik-omrunu-tamamlayan-5-gemi-test-ve-egitim-ge-
misi-sinifina-ayrildi/

SavunmaSanayi.org. (2024). Parasin1 6dedigimiz giidiimlii mermileri vermediler biz de ATMA-
CA’y1 yaptik. https://www.savunmasanayi.org/parasini-odedigimiz-gudumlu-mermileri-vermedi-

ler-biz-de-atmacayi-yaptik/

SHAPE. (2024). Operation sea guardian (OSG). https://shape.nato.int/ongoingoperations/operati-
on-sea-guardian-osg-

Shay, S. (2019). Israel defence. https://www.israeldefense.co.il/en/node/38302

Shelbourne, M. ve Lagrone, S. (2024). Constellation frigate delivery delayed 3 years, says navy. USNI
News.https://news.usni.org/2024/04/02/constellation-frigate-delivery-delayed-3-years-says-navy

197



Shumake, J. (2019). American shipper. https://www.freightwaves.com/news/suez-canal-has-re-
cord-setting-2018

Springborg, R. ve Williams, F. (2019). The Egyptian military: A slumbering giant awakes. https://
carnege-mec.org/2019/02/28/egyptan-mltary-slumberng-gant-awakes-pub-78238

Sputnik News. (2019). The US Senate Committee on Foreign Relations passed a bill earlier this week
to block Russian Navy ships from docking and refuelling in Cyprus' ports. https://sputniknews.com/
europe/201906301076104247-cyprus-refuses-close-ports-russian-ships-despite-us-bill/

SSB. (2024). Insansiz Deniz Araglar1 Projeleri. https://www.ssb.gov.tr/Website/contentList.aspx?Pa-
geID=4406&LangID=1

Tanis, M. Y. (2024). 2024 yilmin ilk SSIK toplantisindan kritik kararlar. https://www.savunmatr.
com/2024-yilinin-ilk-ssik-toplantisindan-kritik-kararlar/

TRT World. (2019). One year since Turkey launched operation olive branch in Syria. https://www.
trtworld.com/middleeast/one-year-since-turkey-launched operation-olive-branch-in-syria

Tsakiris, T., Ulgen, S. ve Han, A. K. (2018). Gas developments in the Eastern Mediterranean: Trigger
or obstacle for EU-Turkey cooperation?. Trans European Policy Studies Association. http://www.
tepsa.eu/feuture-online-paper-no-22-gas-developments-in-theeastern-mediterranean-trigger-or-obs-
tacle-for-eu-turkey-cooperation

UNIFIL-MTF. (2019). United Nations interim force in Lebanon maritime task force. https://unifil.
unmissions.org/unifil-maritime-task-force

United Nations. (2004). Note no. 2004 Turkuno Dt/4739 dated 2 March 2004 from the Permanent
Representative of Turkey to the United Nations. Law of the Sea Bulletin. https://www.un.org/Depts/
los/doalos_publications/LOSBulletins/bulletinpdf/bulletin54e.pdf

United Nations_ CGA. (2004, April 2). A Law to Provide for the Proclamation of the Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone by the Rebublic of Cyprus. Retrieved August 13, 2019, from United Nations: https://
www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/cyp 2004 eez proclamation.
pdf

United Nations_ GCA. (2010). Agreement between the goverment of Cyprus and the government of
Israel on the delimitation of the exclusive economic zone. https://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLA-

TIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/TREATIES/cyp_isr_eez_2010.pdf

USGS. (2010). Assessment of undiscovered oil and gas resources of the. United States Geological
Survey. https://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/2010/3027/pdf/FS10-3027.pdf

USNI News. (2023). Fleet and marine tracker. https://news.usni.org/2023/12/11/usni-news-fle-
et-and-marine-tracker-dec-11-2023

198



Walton, T. A. (2017). Forward presence in the modern navy: From the Cold War to a future tailored
force. https://www.cbo.gov/sites/default/files/95th-congress-1977-1978/reports/78-cbo-044.pdf.

Vayci, C. (2012). The problem of delimitation of maritime areas in Eastern Mediterranean and Tur-
key. Bilge Strateji, 4(6), 1-70.

Yayct, C. (2019). Sorular ve cevaplar ile miinhasir ekonomik bolge kavrami. Ankara: Deniz Kuvvet-
leri Komutanlig1.

Yayct, C. (2019). Denizcilik ve deniz giivenligi forumu acilis konugmasi. TASAM. https://tasam.org/
tr-TR/Icerik/51396/denizcilik_ve deniz _guvenligi forumu 2019 acilis konusmasi

Yayct, C. (2020). Tiirkiye-Libya arasinda imzalanan miinhasir ekonomik bélge andlagmasinin sonug
ve etkileri. Kriter Dergi, 4(42), 34-37.

Yaylali, C. D. (2023). Setting sail in the eastern mediterranean: A comparative analysis of Egypti-
an MEKO-200EN and Turkish istif class frigates. Defence Turkey Magazine. https://www.defence-
turkey.com/en/content/setting-sail-in-the-eastern-mediterranean-a-comparative-analysis-of-egypti-
an-meko-200en-and-turkish-istif-class-frigates-5812

Yaylali, C. D. (2024). Turkish navy receives unmanned surface vessel, three crewed ships. https://
www.defensenews.com/naval/2024/01/19/turkish-navy-receives-unmanned-surface-vessel-three-c-
rewed-ships/

Yesiltas, M., Serez, M. ve Ozgelik, N. (2017). Operation euphrates shield: Implementation and Les-
sons learned. Istanbul: SETA.

Yesiltas, M. ve Diiz, S. (2022). Changing dynamics of Tiirkiye’s military activism in the Ak Party era.
K. B. Kili¢ ve B. Duran (Ed.). Ak party years in tiirkiye domestic and foreign policy In (pp. 247-284).
Istanbul: SETA.

Yinang, B. (2016). Turkey wants to end NATO’s refugee mission in the Aegean. Hiirriyet. www.hur-
riyet.com.tr/turkey-wanst-to-end-NATO’s-refugee-mission-in the Aegean

199



Gelecegin Muharebe Ortami

Devlet Dist

Devletler Aktérler

HARP
ALANI
Cok Boyutlu 8

Gelecegin Muharebe Ortammda Karar Verme

]
Kararlagtirilmig Bir Planin, Icrada Ne Kadar Gergek Durumu Karsilayip Kargilamayacagi?

Hiz ve Dogruluk, karar vermede endise kaynagidir.

% Stratejik Etkiye Sahip Kararlar o ST

“*Zaman Baskisi

“*Durumsal Farkindalik P T S

saldirida korkung,

O *%*Durum Degerlendirmesi “\, -
e
**Birlik Seviyesine Uygun Anlik Paylag

karar vermede gabuk

O ssGercek Zamanh Taktik Resim olmali.”

(Sun TZU)

% Iletisim teknolojileri, biiyiik ver!

Ke %:;ir is veya sorun hakkinda diisiiniilerek verilen kesin yargr. (TDK Sézliigi)

334

Gelecegin Muharebe Ortami

¢ Kendi kendine yetebilen
s Kiigtik taktik birlikler
% Gorev odakli
%* Esnek kullanim
v Meskiin Mahal o . .
i < Dinamik parametreler
ledefli
% Gergek zamanh bilgi ihtiyaci

belirsiz

Medya ve internet
v Giindeme gelme

v Moral

v' Mesruiyet ve Kamuoyu Destegi

tlk ve En Gnemli Adim Tanimlama

Karar vermek problem ¢zmeyi de kapsayan bir faaliyettir.

Problemin Belirlenmesi ve
Tanimlanmasi

v Vazife tahlili
v Aktar ve Faktar Analizi
v Agirlik Merkezi Analizi

Vazifenin Alinmas
ve On Inceleme ¥ Durumsal
Farkindalik
Vazife Tahlili
v

Ana Fikir

Coziim Yontemlerini
Belirlenmesi

En Uygun Olanin Segilmesi

Problemin
Tanimlanmasi

Durumun Uygulama

Anlagilmas

Hareket Tarzlari ve

Komutan Karari 5 Degerlendirme

~

-

"Higbir sey, karar verebilme yetenegine

6 |
| Hareket
Planin Tamamlanmas: Kararin / arexet §
0 {1 Yayimlanmas / Tarzlarinin
| fcra / \ Belirlenmesi/
/ \ y
\ /En Uygun \\ y
5 /" Hareket N\ y
/' Tarzinin Wy
\/ ¢ Segilmesi \L/

sahip olmak kadar zor ve onun kadar kiymetli
degildir.” (Napolyon)

Planin Giincellenmesi




Durumu Tamimlayan Faktérlen
Harekati (Planlamayi) Etkileyen Faktdrler

Yararlanilabilecek Calisma Ornekleri

Temel Faktorler Diger Faktdrler

Uydu
IHA

P g ‘ ; Dron
OLITIK DURUM Sensor
7 ; f Sosyal Aglar
SOSYOLOJ'IK DURUM Insan
Exonomix surum
. o -
BiLIM VE TEKNOLOJI - Anlik Olarak o

Gergek Zamanl

Bilgi Ihtiyaci b

D

v Arazi ARAZi ve Hava Sartlar:
v Disman

v Dost

Meveur wwerier
Biiyiik Verilerin

M ; Toplanmas: # AR Teknoloji Tabanl Sistemler "8+ 3 Boyutlu Hologram Gériintiiler
ALZEME VE ULASTIRMA Analizi v Sentetik Egitim Cevresi (Synthetic Training / * Y Holografik Taktik Kum Havuzu (Holographic Tactical

Environment, STE) Sandbox, HTS) .

I 0 g Payla;llmaSI v Acil Tibbi Miidahalede Kullanilan Sisteml Google Gozliikleri, Cografi Analiz Sistemleri
NSAN 6UCU v Saglik Egitiminde Kullanilan Sistemler "
a1
g 5

ZA;MN /

Siviv tsier

HAVELSAN ASGER, Holografik Komuta Kontrol Sistemi
Kuantum

Bilgisayarlar: v Bulut bilisim, yapay zekd ve makine §grenmesi

7

v Otomatik veri senkronizasyonu, sanal gergeklik bashgi, AR
Teknolojileri, Yiksek Céziintirlik

Sonug¢

@)
> Uzaktan Baglanilabilen Platform

L] Entegre Istihbarat Durum Haritasi Alt+ Yapisi (.*a Raporlari, K& Raporlari, Uydu

~

Goriintiileri, Kameralar, Dronlar, Sensériler vb.) '
%
O Birlik Durum Haritasi (Anlik)
O éGéorsellestirilmis Diisman Durumu (Ayrint: igin istihl‘ rat Veri Tabanina anhik erigim)

U Gergek Zamanlh Toplanti icrasi (3 Boyutlu ‘Hologr

'A razi Yapisi Gzerinde)

. v

[ Karar ve emirlerin ast birlik komutanlar‘ma\qu'
Yazili)

Farkli seviyelerde entegre haberlesme al'r‘ yap! egi (Anlik emirlerin farkl birlik
seviyesinde iletilmesi igin) ' 0 l /C
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21. YUZYIL SAVASLARINDA STRATEJI:
MILLI GUC UNSURLARINDA BILGI HAREKATININ
ARTAN ONEMI

Nihan ATILA
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Milli gii¢ unsurlart degisen ve gelisen diinyada yeni giig
mekanizmalarinin da devreye girmesi ve bunlarin
durdurulamaz gelisimiyle gesitlenmistir. Genel olarak bilinen
ve kabul goren giiglerle birlikte aslinda her daim 6nemli olan
“bilgi” giiniimiizde kolay ve ucuz olarak kullanimu ile bir giig
unsuru olarak da kargimiza ¢tkmaktadir.

YILINHER DAKIKASIINFOGRAFiGi

Bu verileri tamamlayici nitelikte Bir bagka dikkat cekici veri ise
Lori Lewis ve Chadd Callahan tarafindan hazirlanan “Yilin Her
Dakikas!” infografisidir. Buna gdre 2024 yilinda gtincellenen
infografide bir dakika icerisinde;

* 16,2 milyon mesaj gonderildi./génderiliyor.

* 231 milyon e-posta gonderildi.

* 350 bin tweet génderildi.

* 3,47 milyon youtube videosu izlendi./izleniyor.
* Tiktok'ta 625 milyon video izlendi.

* Instagram'da her bir dakika 66 bin fotograf ve video paylagildi./paylagiliyor,
* Facebook'ta 2,1 milyon kisi aktif.

* 6,3 milyon Google aramas! yapildi./yapiliyor.
* Linkedin'de 20,8 bin kullanici akf.

* Pinterest'te 115,7 bin arama yapildi.

* 3,5 milyar snapchat olusturuldu.

* Netflix'te 452 bin saat igerik akigi oldu./oluyor.

452K

HOURS OF CONTENT
STREAMED ON NETFLLX

VIDEOS WATCHED
ON TINTOK

SNAPCHATS
CaraTIO

4K 174K

| msAowe yir ey
REVWS POWNLOADED

16.2M

TEXTS SENT

231M

AR SENT

\©
0ve o

minute
OF THE DAY

Dijital 2024 Kiiresel Genel Bakis Raporu

Her yil diinya genelindeki dijital verileri ortaya koyan We Are Social Dijital 2024 raporuna gdre su anda 5 milyardan fazla
aktif sosyal medya kullanici kimliginin var ve kiresel toplamin 2024’tin basinda bu kimligin 5,04 milyara ulastigidir.

® Tum yaslarda sohbet ve mesajlagsma
uygulamalari 1. sirada

Calismaya katilanlarin neredeyse ylzde 61’i
“bilgi bulmanin” interneti kullanmanin en
6nemli nedenlerinden biri oldugunu ve bunu
diinya ¢apinda en yaygin motivasyon haline
getirdigini soyltyor.

Kullanicilarin glinde 2 saat 23 dakikasini
sosyal medyay kullanarak gegiriyor.(Trkiye 2
saat 44 dakika ile diinyada 14. sirada)

internette gegirilen siireler yasa gére
siralandiginda en ylksek kullanimi 16-24
yasindaki kisiler olusturuyor.

Dijital Verilerde 2024 'te 6ne ¢ikan Giivenlik riskleri

Googleda Yonetim Kurulu Bagkanligi(2001-2011) yapan Eric Schmidt,
2010 yilinnda diizenlenen Technomy Konferansinda, insanlik tarihinin
baslangicindan 2003 yilina kadar olusturulan miktarda veriyi her iki giinde
bir olusturuldugunu kaydetmis; bu verilerin cogunun kullanicilar tarafindan
tiretildigini belirtmistir(Boorstin, 2010; Beavis, 2010).

Giiniimiizde gonderilen mesajlar ve e-postalar, izlenen videolar, bagvurulan
uygulamalar, yapillan arastirmalar bilginin ne kadar yiiksek bir hizla diinyay:
dolastigint gostermektedir. Tam bu eylemlerin muhatabinin bir giin iginde
ne kadar ¢ok bilgiyle karsilastig1 verilerden daha net anlagilmaktadr.

Diizensiz bilginin etki giiciinii ortaya koymak ve konuyu daha iyi kavramak
admna iginde bulundugumuz 2024 yilinn dijital etkilesim verileri, gelinen
noktada siirecin 6nemini giivenlik agisndan da vurgular niteliktedir.
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BiLGi DUZENSiZLIGi TORLERI

YANLISLIK

Mezenformasyon)
Kasitsce/Istomeden
olugan yanilgdar;
drnedin yanhy
fotograf baglklan,
tarihler, istatistikler,

geviriler voya bir
hicvin ciddiye
ahnmas

maniplie editmis

Icerikler. Ksath
olarak yaratitan
kompio teorileri
veya sdylentliar.

ZARAR VERME AMACLI

Malonformasyon|

Kamu yarsrindan ziyad:
pahal voya pirket cikan
Igin &zel bilgllerin
yayinlanmasy; drnegin
birinden intikam aimak
igin pornolanni sgiga
cikarmak. Gerpok
icarigin baglammin,
tarihinin veys zamaninin
bilerek dedistirimesi

Bezenformasyon

Tamamen Gretiimip

veye kasten

gorsel/ipitsel

MANIPULASYON: Cikar saglamak ‘
[

igin etkileme amagh yapilan diriist ve
aduletli olmayan (hileli ve haksiz) J
/ oqﬁ
‘ 7
ASIMETRIK PROPAGANDA
Bir grubun kendi prog karsi cey

davranistir,
yer
aldigi grubun bicimine biriinerek, onu taklit ederek
yaymasi durumunu asimetrik propagandadir.

Taktikleri arasinda, yanlis ve yaniltici bilgilerin yayilmasi,

ipile edilmis g taklit sosyal
medya hesaplarinin olusturulmasi veya ele gegirilmesi, troll
hesaplarin kullaniimasi, kigisel bilgi toplama ve
manipiilasyon gibi teknikler yer alabilir.

¢ B

Davos: Dezenformasyon ve mezenformasyon kiiresel risk siralamasinda en istte

Risk kategorileri
| Exonomi

o

| Jeopolitk

I Sosyal

| Toknoto

Kaynak

Diinya Ekonomik Forumu
Kiiresel Risk Anketi, 2023 - 2024

2 yillik siire zarfinda
Mezenformasyon ve dezenformasyon

Ekstrem hava olaylan

Siber gaventik sorunu

Diinya Ekonomik Forumu’'nun ardindan 10 Ocak'ta yayinlanan
Kiiresel Risk Raporu’nda, “Ekstrem hava kosullar”, gelecek on yili
etkileme potansiyeline sahip en bilyiik risk olarak belirlenirken,
mezenformasyon ve dezenformasyon yakin vadeli riskler arasinda

ilk sirada yer ald1.

Raporun dikkat cektigi noktalardan biri, kullanimi kolay yapay zeka
inin sahte iceri bir neden olmasi. Bunun en
yakin 6rnegi, hem Rusya-Ukrayna savasinda hem de lIsrail-Hamas

Ekonomik kriz

1 Kirlilik

da yapay zekd araglarinin moral yiikseltmek, destedi arttirmak
ve propaganda yapmak icin kullaniimasi.

Dikkat gekslen bir diger konu ise yiikselen yapay zekanin yol agtigi
yanlis bilgilerin secimle dolu bu yili ne sekilde etkileyecegi.

Rapora gore bu tiir yanhs bilgiler protestolar koriikleyebilir, siddet

lemlerine yol ilir ve dahasi demokratik stirecleri tehdit ilir.
Ayrica, segimlerin mesruiyetinin sorgulanmasi ve bunun sivil catismalara,
ic savaga, terbrizme ve daha u¢ durumlarda devletin ¢cokisiine kadar
gitmesi de raporun vurguladidi ihtimaller arasinda.
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21. YOZYILDA BiLGi HAREKATININ MiLLi GUG UNSURLARINA ETKiSi VE BiR GUG OLARAK BiLGi

SivASi
(POLITIK)

MEZENFORMASYON
DEZENFORMASYON

MALENFORMASYON

SIBER COGRAFi-

SOSYAL VE f JEOPOLITIK
FTiEe TEHDITLER ps

DOGAL
KAYNAKLAR

Yazar tarafindan hazirlanmigtir.

ISLENMIiS BILGI PAYLASIMLARI
ILE YONLENDIRILEN TOPLUM
REAKSIYONLARI,
GERGINLIK, KAOS, iG CATISMA,
ITIBARSIZLASTIRMA
VEIVEYA
TEKNIK OLARAK SIBER
SALDIRILAR ILE
GUG KAYBI RiSKi

ISLENMIS BILGININ PAYLASIM SURECLERI

Dijitallesmeyle savagin boyutu degisti...

Geleneksel ya da sosyal medyada dogrulugu teyit edilmemis yahut, “islenmis
bilginin” ilk elden paylasimi (genellikle infial etkisi olacak sekilde).

Bu bilgilerin sosyal medyada milyonlarca paylasilarak ¢iga doniismesi, glindem

olusturmasi.

Resmi kurumlarin bunu referans alip argiiman olarak kullanmast.

Diinya kamuoyunun destegi ve giiciinii alma siireci.

Ugiincii taraflarin bu bilgiyi yeniden isleyerek hem kendi toplumunu yénlendirmesi

hem de tarafina destek vermesi.

Diisman hedefe baski, karst saldirt igin hak iddiast ve saldir1.



ISLENMIS BiLGININ PAYLASIM SURECLERI VE “YAPAY ARGUMAN”

Dezenformasyonun sosyal medyada hizla yaylmastile dijital kamuoyu oluslurma ve dezen formasy onun resmi sayfa veya

kisilerce “argiiman” olarak kullanilmast.

Yazar tarafindan hazirlanmistir.

Ugiincii taraflarm ilgili veya benzer bilgileri isleyerek kendi
toplumunu yonlendirmesi ve taraf oldugu iilkeye destek vermesi.

Ukrayna sonrasi israi’e son derece destek veren Biden'in
kendi kamuoyunu bu siirece ikna ve ydnlendirme
agiklamalari.

OMYA. SN, P N CAmati

CNN: Biden, "(israil'de) terdristlerin
g¢ocuklarin kafasini kestigine” dair
dogrulanmis haberler gormemis

ingiliz medyasindan The
Economist Gazze'deki
cocuk katliamlarini
mesrulastirmak igin

"Neden Gazze'deki

kurbanlarin cogu gocuk"
baslikli grafik haberle

dogum oraninin yiksek
olmasi nedeniyle gocuk
nufusunun cok fazla
oimasina' baglandi.

israil-Hamas Catismasindan érnekler

Sosyal y y ve bazilari mily ca kez izlenen birgok gériintiiniin, israil ya da Filistin'den degil diinyanin baska yerlerinden
oldugu ortaya 9|km|§t|r Bu siirecte yapilan "haberlerin" dezenformasyon boyutu 6ne cikiyor. Yanlis bilgi, kadinlar ve ¢ocuklar iizerinden
yapildigi zaman ¢ok ciddi sekilde kamuoyu olusturmakta ve kutuplagsmay: tetiklemektedir.

Geleneksel ve sosyal medyada
paylagim.

‘-«-uu-ao X

Sokber 1o me thery betlevs 40 b
death o8

israil Disisleri Bakanhginin bu “bilgiyi”

X platformunda paylasildigi giin 44
argiiman olarak kullanmasi.

milyon gériintiilenmeye ulasti.

e wer
the miRary
house o house and find more isaek

Giicii Elinde Bulunduranlar...

Genis kitlelerce igerik olarak hem iiretilen hem de tiiketilen bilgi ve etkisinin nemi
ortadadir. Aym zamanda bilgiyi en genis kitlelere ulagtiran teknik araci elinde
bulunduranin kimin yaninda oldugu veya bu giicii hangi yonde kullanacag: da bu igerik
paylagimlart ve yonlendirmeleri kadar dnemlidir.

Bu baglamda israilin Gazze Seridindeki sabit hat, cep telefonu ve internet iletigim hizmetlerini
tamamen kesmesinin ardindan X sosyal medya platformundaki yiizlerce kullanict insani yardim
koordinasyonu icin Starlink uydu sisteminin hizmete sunulmasini talep etmis, Elon Musk 6nce
buna duyarsiz kalmamis ancak daha sonra israil'e gitmis ve israil iletisim Bakant Shlomo Karhi,
Elon Musk ile sahibi oldugu uydu internet sistemi Starlink'in Tel Avivin onayi olmadan Gazze
Seridine uydu interneti saglamamasi konusunda prensipte anlastiklarini duyurmustur. Ayrica
burada servis edilen manipiilasyon icerikli "iginde ok sayida mermi bulunan bos besik" ile poz
vererek bagka bir algi operasyonu yapilmistir.

Elon Musk & @
elonmusk - Takip et

Starlink will support connectivity to internationally
recognized aid organizations in Gaza.

Hamas’in Hamlesi

Hamas yoneticilerinden Usame Hamdan, Beyrut'ta
diizenledigi basin toplantisinda, "israil bombardimaninin
yarattig1 yikimin biiyiikligiini ve halkimiza karst islenen
suclarin boyutlarint gdrmesi icin Musk'i Gazze'ye
cagiryoruz" ifadelerini kullanarak bos besigi degil gergek
goriintiileri servis etmeye davet etmistir..

[ComStar]

@ 16528 @ vantla 1, Paylag

PP SRR
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Avustralya Baghakam hakkinda "Filistin'deki
soykinma ortakhk" suclamasiyla UCM'ye
basvuruldu

» TOPLUMSAL TEPKILERIN LIDERLER

UZERINDEKIi BASKISI

* Toplumsal tepki ve eylemlerin artmasinin etkisiyle de Bati
diinyast, Israil'e karsi séylem degistirmeye basladi. israilin \
Gazze'deki katliamina Guney Amerika'dan Avrupa'ya
kadar bircok ulkede toplumsal tepkiler buytidu.

* INSAMER'in “Gazze Katliam Bati'da Toplum ve Siyaseti
Nasil Degistiriyor? ingiltere, Almanya, Fransa ve ABD'ye
Etkileri” adli arastirma Gazze etkisi ile Bati kurumlari ile
halklari arasindaki béllinmenin derinlestigine dikkat
cekmistir.

® Bunlar disinda bu yil 50'den fazla ilkede segimlerin
yapilacak olmasi topluma duyarsiz kalmamalari/
kalamamalari agisan ayrica dikkate degder bir not
olmaktadir.

Rusya adina propaganda
faaliyetleri yiiriiten Giiney Cephesi

"Giiney Cephesi" (Southern Front) adli bu sirket, Rusya
lideri Vladimir Putin'i destekleyen igerikleri hazirlayip
YouTube ve sosyal medya uygulamasi Telegram gibi
platformlarda paylastigi goriilmdistiir.

Ukrayna'nin liman kenti Berdyansk, Rus ordusunun eline
gegeli daha bir hafta bile olmadan Rusya hiikiimetini
destekleyen yeni bir dijital medya platformu olarak 2022'de
¢oktan buraya yerlesmis, Rusya'nin eline gecirdigi
bolgelerde bu igeriklerle propaganda faaliyetleri
yiirlitmeye devam etmektedir.

Giiney Cephesi, daha Rusya'nin Ukrayna'yr isgalinin birinci
giiniinde, ilk paylagimini yapmist1. Artik ¢ok sayida
muhabiri var ve her giin yeni haberler iretiyorlar.

Ukrayna-Rusya Savasindan Ornekler (Almanya)

Rusya'nin uluslararasi propaganda kanallarindan Russia Today'in (RT) Genel Yayin Yénetmeni Margarita Simonyan, Rus sosyal medya platformu
VK'da yayinladigi Almanya'yi zor durumda birakan bir ses kaydinda, Alman hava kuvvetleri subaylari, Bagbakan Olaf Scholz'un vetosuna ragmen
500 km menzile sahip "Taurus" fiizelerinin Kiev'e gizlice nakledilmesi ve "dogudaki képriniin" (Kirim Koépriisii kast ediliyor) vurulmasi olasiligini
tartisiyor.
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Almanya'da ikinci skandal: Bakanhgin
sifresi patiadi

Almanyada Rusya ile ilgili sizan ses ss

lal daha ortaya ikt

(@) 1eoroeria Simorvon

intlanon yankilar

stirerken yenl bir skane

1
J .1 ,.-l"r KL“[I [ et I“I’ DINLEME SKANDALINDAN SONRA UTANG VERICi

Alman Bild gazetesi bu sifrenin kullarmuyla alay ederck "Rus

1min Bund: hr'e (Alman ordusu) yénelik
, telefon dinleme saldirisindan sonra bu son derece

utang verici.” ifadelerini kulland:

BLICOKOMOCTABNEHHLIE HEMELIKME OGWLIEPLI RT, dinyadaki her insamn bu sifreyle birlikte Almanya'nin bulut
OBCYXOAIOT ATAKY HA KPHIMCKMA MOCT

sistemine erigebilecegini kaydetti.

SONUC

* 21. Yiizyilda “BILGI” herkesge islenebilen, yonetilebilen yonii ile giicsiiz ya da magdur tarafi kolay, ucuz ve kisa
siirede farklt cografyalardan diinya toplumunda milyonlarca kisiye sesini ulagtirarak, ulastg: tilkelerdeki toplumlari
etkileyebilmekte igerigine gore de bekledigi reaksiyonlarr alabilmektedir. Bu tek basina 6nleyici olmasa da bu etkilesim
ile tigiincii taraf toplumlarin da devreye girmesiyle; diisman iilkenin karar mekanizmasi liderleri, komuta ve askerleri
tizerinde baski olusturarak, 21. yiizyiln etkili “savunma sistemlerinden” biri haline d6niismekte veya menzili en uzak
“silah” olabilmektedir.

fsrail - Hamas gatismasinda ve Ukrayna- Rusya Savasinda uygulanan Bilgi Harekati amag olarak ashinda birbirinden
farklidur. israil-Hamas gatismasinda ozellikle fsrail'in ortaya koydugu islenmis bilgiler hedef iilkeyi isgalle birlikte
soykirima zemin da zemin olmaktadir. Ukrayna- Rusya Savaginda ise 6zellikle Kirmm'in ele gegirilmesi siirecinde Hibrit
Savagin en giiclii unsurlarindan biri olarak bolge halkini manipiile etme, asimetrik propaganda niteligi tasimaktadir.

Bilgi Harekatinin kendi icinde kavram tamimlarmin yapilmasi ve bu tanimlar iizerinde pratikte caligilarak stratejiler
gelistirilmesi Gnem arzetmektedir. Ornegin Bilgi Harekati (BH) 1yTEKNIK AGIDAN B.H. 2) iCERIGi ACISINDAN
B.H. 3)YONU ACISINDAN B.H. 4)ALANIACISINDAN B.H. 5) KULLANILAN DiLiN USLUBU ACISINDAN BH
gibi siiflandirimas gereklidir. Bu ise baslica baska bir ¢alismanin konusudur.



SONUC

* Tiim bunlar diisiiniildiigiinde, bir devletin varliginin teminatlar arasinda siralanan gii¢ unsurlarinda her birini
kosullara gore dogrudan veya dolayl olarak etkileyen “bilgi” ve bu bilginin iretilmesi/yonetilmesi/karsi
konulmast 21. yiizyil savas stratejilerinde devletlerin milli giic unsurlarinda etkin bir sekilde 6n plana
¢ikmaktadir. Bilgi harekati ve harbi kavramlarininysiireglerinin igerik, sistem ve yontem olarak giiniimiiz
diinyasinin gerektirdikleri lgiide ve hatta giiniimiiz diinyasinin gelecegini diisiinerek giincellenmesi ve bu
ihtiyaglar dogrultusunda 100. Yilindaki Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Devletinin rotasina entegre edilmesi gerektigi
kiymetlendirilmektedir.

Tiirkiye'nin 21. yiizylda bilginin yeni nesil araglarla nasil yonetildigi ve bunun etki kapasitesi g6z 6niinde
bulundurularak bilgi harekatina ayrica yogunlasmasi/goziimlemesi kagmnilmazdir. Ve hatta yasanan ¢agin
Otesini ongdrebilme gayretiyle 22. yiizyihn bilgi yonetimi, kullanimi ve alami iizerine senaryolar/géziimler
gelistirmesi gerekliligi degerlendirilmektedir.Bilgi harekati giiniiniizde 6zellikle toplumsal algiy1 yoneterek gii¢
elde etmek olarak kargimiza ¢iksa da yeni yiizyillarda baska bir alanda daha etkili olabilir mi? Olursa bu hangi
alanlar olabilir? (Buna savas ortaminda kullanilabilecek gelistirilen veya gelistirilecek olan yapay zeka destekli
robotlarin operasyon siirecinde, “yapay zihinlerinde” bulaniklik, taraf degistirme veya sistemsel i¢ istihbarati
desifre etme riski ve buna karst koyma 6rnegi verilebilir. )
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~ * Bilyiik Atatiirkiin, Cumhuriyetimizin Birinci

Yilinda bir gazetecinin kendisine yoneltilen,
“Bu savagt nasil kazandiniz” sorusuna
“Telgraf telleri ile” cevabini verecekir.

* "En biiyik hayalim, Ankarada basilan bir
gazetenin, Tiirkiyeden Uygurlara kadar tiim
Tiirkler tarafindan okunup anlagimasdir”
Gazi Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk.



